Hello WHKF Purple Lady workshoppers,

Today's email covers additional things to bring, and a practice file to print.

1.TABLE PROTECTION
Since you'll work with a very hot dotting iron, on tables which need to remain undamaged, we suggest you bring something as protection against the hot iron's dotting tip.  Possibly a sheet of thin plywood, or layers of newspapers which will absorb extra heat, suggestions only, so that no damage is left behind. 
If you have your own portable light table then the glass surface will be fine, since all the dotting is done ONTO the pattern paper which works fine on glass.

2. Suggestion - IRONING BOARD / IRON
Your kits will arrive in UK with creases & scrunches, but a light ironing brings all the fabric back to flat. Coolest setting works fine.
 
For those of you who are able to, bringing the ironing board also works as an ideal table extension. It can be adjusted to the same height as your sewing table, and the sew-table-support-area then gives you easier handling for long lengths of banner fabric.

3. DOTTING TECHNIQUE
These 4 steps correctly done will ensure your patterns can be re-used possibly 2 more times.  Don't forget to ROLL-AS-YOU-GO - hence the bulldog clips.
(a) the first piece of fabric is to be LIGHTLY dotted to the paper pattern supplied.  One dot per corner is suggested.  Once that piece is aligned and 100% in the right place, then...
(b) introduce an adjacent piece and apply light dots (centrally on the overlap) until you're 100% certain they're lined up ALL the way around, then...
(c) securely weld the whole seam, one dot per 2cm.  (One hand applies the hot iron dot, then lift the iron out of the way, and press the weld with the opposite hand to aid "fabric melt".)
Yes, the picture will start to emerge while still being "stuck" to the paper pattern which stops "shift".  Every seam overlap should match EXACTLY the 3mm printed line son the pattern... but, if you're slightly short or large you can peel off adjacent pieces to make them fit well.  This fabric can be "manipulated".
(d) when the last colour has been fixed into place and the whole banner is welded... start at one end and gently tease the completely-assembled-banner away from the paper, rolling fabric as you go. If too exuberant, some welds might break so keep the dot iron switched on until the last minute.

4. PRACTICE file attached.
Print this page off as many times as you need.
Use this Practice Sheet to set your needle stitch width.  Sew WITHOUT THREAD along one of the lines (set at 3mm when printing) until your needle is clearing the complete line width.  Make note of the stitch setting number - that's what you'll need in the workshop. 
Then try drawing these lines onto fabric using a felt marker / Sharpie pen, and set stitch length as suggested in email #1 last week.

For those who came in 2013, there will be some changes and challenges for you, too!  Stay tuned...  ;-)
Until next email.
