Risk Assessment – WHKF Kite Workshop

METHOD STATEMENT – Originated by Jim and Julie White, MKF, July 2002. Adapted for WHKF by Peter Dawson, October 2002.

Children’s kite making workshop.

From our experience there is very little risk actually making the kite. We do not use scissors or anything sharp in the construction, as everything is pre-cut. In the ten years of kite workshops we have never had, or heard of, an injury from making the kite. There could be the potential for injury whilst flying the kite, but only from flying them in a hazardous area or conditions, which we would not agree to.

Making the kite.


A kite-making workshop is suitable for every one of all ages. The finished product is approximately 50cm by 40 cm “Ready to fly” kite. Our workshops are run so that the child has the fullest involvement to their wishes in making the kites themselves, with full adult supervision, 100% of the time, typically on a one-to-one basis. The process takes approximately six minutes.

Method.

1. A 50 x 40 cm pre-cut plastic sail is placed flat on the table in front of the child.

2. Two pre-cut thin wooden blunt sticks are positioned on the sail.

3. A 5cm piece of sticky tape is taken from a board of pre-cut tape, or a tape dispenser, and placed over one end of the stick, at the defined point marked on the sail, sticking it to the sail.

4. Step three is repeated five times until the two sticks are correctly taped to the sail at the locations marked on the sail.

5. The ends of a 2.5cm by 1m plastic tail is taped to the lower end of the kite at the base of each stick by two further pieces of sticky tape. 

6. A 1m length of thread is tied to the two sides of the sail with a knot, this forms the bridle.

7. The supervisor ties a knot at the centre of the bridle ready for flying line.

8. The flying line and handle is attached to the central loop, the kite is now complete and ready to fly.

Note:- USE OF STICKY TAPE DISPENSER.


Depending on the age and ability of the child, he/she either –

a) takes a piece of stick tape from the dispenser themselves,

b) is taught how to remove tape from the dispenser,

c) the adult supervisor removes the tape himself.

	Potential hazards whilst making the kite.
	Suggestions to help reduce hazards.

	Injury to fingers due to incorrect use of sticky tape dispenser.
	Supervision at all times.

Teach how to use properly

Supervisor removes tape themselves.

	Injury to fingers and fingernails due to incorrect removal of sticky tape from tape board.
	Supervision at all times.

Teach how to remove tape safely

Supervisor removes tape themselves.

	Injury caused from the wooden sticks.
	Supervision at all times.

Sticks placed in position by supervisor at start.

Parental Control.


Flying the kite.


Towards the end of making the kite we give the children a small safety talk telling them not to fly their kite near trees, cars, roads, power cables or animals, and will suggest the best place to fly their kites. These, and further safety instructions, are printed on the kite sail.


Once the kite is completed the child will want to fly the kite, and the child is beyond our supervision. But if we do see a hazardous situation arising we will intervene where possible.

We display information sheets in the workshop about how to fly a kite safely and WHKF leaflets are freely available to take away. These are aimed at adults to read.

We always run a kite workshop away from roads, cars, car parks, railway lines and any overhead cables, electricity substations, etc. It is also not a good idea to place the workshop near animals such as cows or horses.

The flying site should be at least ½ football pitch in size to allow up to 20 children to fly their kites without bumping into each other. It is advisable that the flying site is not a hard surface in case they trip over.

	Potential hazards whilst flying the kite.
	Suggestions to help reduce hazards.

	Child running onto road, car park, etc.
	Physical barrier required.

Instruction on “Where to fly your kite safely”

Notices posted on “Flying a kite safely”

	Children bumping into other flyers.
	Large enough area  - minimum ½ football pitch.

	Children bumping into other people.
	Large enough area free of other people such as picnickers, etc.

	Tripping over obstructions (other than people).
	Flat area, free from obstructions such as benches, rocks, etc.

	Strangulation from the kites tail or bridle
	Kite construction allows kite to be quickly disassembled.

	Electrocution.
	No overhead cables, electric supplies, etc.


Overall Assessment.


Given the above appreciation of the hazard and the controls placed to reduce any incidents, a low risk assessment should be given to kite making. Sufficient warnings are made to the flying of the kites, but as this is outside the control of the operators or organisations running the kite workshop, a medium risk should be noted to kite flying, at the individuals own risk.

White Horse Kite Flyers, 23rd October 2002.

