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Elsewhere in the Cowpat vou will see a letter from Martin Bivthman, an active
memmber of the club, Martin is the member who painted the club logo onto the
traiier. | must be honest and say that | was able w read Martin’'s leiter prior o
pigb}icai.jbn, so rather than watt uniil the next publication of the magazne 1 can
answer some of the guestions posed, 1 think they will also be very useful debating
items at the forthcoming AGM.

One question asked 15 about club members attending commitiee meetings, let me
explain about the club's committes meetings, because of the popularity of the club,
committee members come from all parts of the region surrounding Swindon, some
as far away as Loadon! This means it is not easy to hold regular formal commitiee
meetings so gencrally they are held at Barbury Castle around the boot of MNeil's or
my car, if there ie something important to sort out and there isn't a meelng
imminent then either MNeil or myself will phone the other committes members (¢
discuss the point, As we abm 1o be a demoeratic club then any member s welcome to
attend one of our "OUTDOOR"™ committee meetings which normally take place
wien we neet afl Barbury.
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STARVING Horse International Team Squad and
Barbury Operatic Society Summer Tour ‘96

Orchestre Fromage conducted by Sir Malcolm (Flzsh Harry) Sergeant (Robbo Overture.

Pom, Pom, Pom, Pom...Pom, Pom, Pom, Poem. Pom. Pom, Pom, Pom...
Full Chorus, GO!

Oh we sail the Ocean Blue and our Saucy Ship’s a Beauty, | ars Werd is on board toa,
cos his fast boat threw a whoopsis.

Sait away, sail away on the Briny Blue Sea, we stand with our Kites all Day-ay .. ......
Mrs Cnipps. Little Buttercup (Marla Miller) Tatton.

P called Little Buttercup, swecet Liitic Buttercup, although 1 can never tell why..........
Capt Corcoran of HMS Pinafore (Martin Croxton) Mega Legs.....

My Gallant Crew, Good Morning...Oh we give Three Cheers and ome Cheer more for
the Jaunty Captain of the Pinafore.......c.uu..
Ralph Racksiraw (Neil Harvey) False Teeth and Beast vovvirvvieicinnn

A British Tar is 2 soaring soul (wot, no Kites)....oo.ooooooo
Dick Deadeye (Phil Scarfe) Albairess.....

Fine Captain 've very important information, sing ey, the fine captain rhat you are.
I coneerns the merry maiden and the tar......oo.....
bvil Eye Finkel (the BOF) ...

HOLDIT, HOLDIT, HOLLDD ITTTTTY ! Since when did Gilbert and Sullivan have a
character called Evil Eye Finkel, Soddit, there ain’t no Kites in HMS Pinafore either, so what's oning
(e (RO

uoh, err, where am |, wotcha mean [ was a Kip, Gordon Bennett. [ am on a boat. Sheetit’s the Stena
Parisien and the Starving Horse is about o be vnleashed onte the unsuspecting Frogs. Hey Doug, that
is a welid acronym, you sure about that? bit rude if you ask me.

No 1 dent wish to be rerninded that | dumped a load of Crap Kites into the Oggin, besides they were
made especially {or the Back of the Boat Fest and the dumping was a1l planced, (He lied).

We're here, bobbing up and down like this, Hey they're having a bit of a Job geiting that Hydraulic
Footpassenger Gangway to Sync with the Boat, its going down as we’re going up and Vicky Verky.
Hey all the Vehicles have done a runver, PIG PANG PONG... Will all footpassengers be aware that
there js a 20 munute delay in letting you off as the Gangway has Completemong gone for a Burton,
Thenkyew....

Sodding Hell wot 2 swiz, the same thing bappened two Years ago, aint they fixed it yet? O we oo into
the deptins, ie Bateau and whoops, hey the boat is bouncing around a bit, ha! dry land ai last and we're
iustin dme to miss the Bus. Lots of Victor Meldrew type “I donttt beleeeve its”, but not to worry, er
whats the Frog for theres another one behind, and pretty soon we're off to be deposited very close to the
Aguado.

Right first orf, lets get registered, no not in the Hotel, we’ve already done that, nope, registered for the
Fest, haw, hee, haw, avec the Badges Officiel, Holy Cow, they’ve actually spelt by name right, but
some por unforiuante appears well miffed at the spelling on his. 3 :

Yoo Hoo, Mr Sweet, arc you free? I'm Free ...

TO BE CONTINUED

This played havoe with the spellchecker! 111! Martin Croxton??? - suggests “crouton” - rather
appropriate don't you think (Jane).
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Event News

Hello Mr. Editor,

At last I’ve put pen to paper, to tel! you of two perfect kite flying days. Junc 16th, BAITER PARK,
POOLE. the sun shone all day and with a steady breeze straight off the sea. There wasa very good tum
out of kite flyers and general public. Baiter Park (without rain) is a perfect flying area, free parking.
roilers and snack bar all on site. Good to see the local A.T.C. taking an active role.

The second perfect flying day, Saturday 27th July, BARMOUTH BEACH. Once again the sun shone
all day, almost anything would fly in the steady wind, straight off the sea again. This is a lovely, small
stretch of beach untouched by the tide at this time of the year. Unfortunately, there were not very many
kite flyers. Barmouth is also a wonderful spot, lots of camping in the area. B & B is plentiful, parking
is mot expensive, added fo all that, it's the first day of the REGATTA week. Lots of evening
entertainment. Unfortunately, Sunday was WET and, in fact, the whole town was almost flooded.

The following weekend, 3/4th August, saw lots of kite flyers at ATTINGHAM PARK, not far from
Shrewsbury. This is a wonderful setting, camping on site, plenty of room to fly, lots of general public
watching from behind barriers. The wind was rafher temperamental but lots of interesting kites were
flying. A very enjoyable weekend.

Finally, can I put in a personal note? Just to say a very BIG thank you to all the members who were to
very kind and helpful to us at Portsmouth. Joy is recovering quite well from the “bash™ with the two
Fiexis. But, more important, is that everyone's concern and kindness went a Tong way o restoring our
faith in kite flyers after the unfortunate incident at Tewkesbury. Thank you all, once more.

Brenda Purnell and family

Guernsey Kitefly 1996

The International Spinal Research Trust, asked Kiteflyers to get together in 1992 and raise money for
their cause with Kitefly ‘92. The result was a large number of flyers having fun and rai sing lots of
money for ISRT. This particular charity is searching for a cure to spinal paralysis by reconnecting
paraplegics broken spinal columns. As both my parents arc confined to wheeichairs, this is a cure that
is very close to all my family’s hearts. Three years ago we were fortunate enough to be invited to take
part in Kitefly ‘94 on the beautiful island of Guernsey. We must have done something right as we were
asked back again last year and again this year. Our involvement has now changed to organising and
ranning the kiteflying part of the festival. This year we were asked to run a kite workshop and locked
to WHKF colleagues to come to the rescue. Fortunately, Doug (Dougdoug) Manners and Carol Carter
(plus husband) were free for the dates. Neil furnished us with 200 WHKF sled kits and together with
buggies, teddies, kites and clothes we set sail for Guernsey. We decided to visit the island one week
early o give us a holiday, we had been asked to give some talks about ISRT and Kiteflying to some of
the schools on the island, this together with a radio interview and a Scout evening making Rokkakus till
10.30 took up most of our holiday!

Doug Manners arrived on the Friday hefore the festival and helped lay out (literally) the arenas. Anne
Hams and her husband had arrived with Doug and set out their inflatables. The Jocal newspaper arrived
and took photos but had to rush off, promising to return for the festival. On the Saturday the weather
was hot with a force 2 wind promising to rise to 4 later in the day. Dominic Early and Greg Eynon had
arrived by air and Carol made it from the ferry just in time to take the first workshop. We had a great
time with Dom and Greg giving demonstrations, an impromptu Rok fight (where most of the nine Roks
were made by me), the buggy race from hell, where we spent more time tangled than flying and assorted
games which made the audience laugh. The local television arrived and took lots of film which ended
up in a fifteen minute T.V. special.

After everyone had gone, we decided that this had been the best festival yet. We made over £2,000 for
ISRT and had a great time in doing it. T would like to thank all the WHKF members involved for their
help.

Doug lrvine
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DO PANIC

The instructions printed on the cover of the Hitch Hikers Guide to Shrewsbury.

Four weary travellers had crossed Britain from south of the M4 where construction of a super galactic
highway threatened to exterminate a colony of minute and hither-to unknown snails. A base cam p had
been established on the edge of a large green area and two of the travellers, Roy the star and Hailey not
the comet, had started trading with the locals.

Meanwhile Arthur without a dent (or even broken leg) and Martin the parafoil android (the bridles down
his left side sfill giving him trouble) stood in the middle of the green area where they held on to pieces of
string and waved their legs in the air as this seemed 1o be the habit of other humanoids in the vicinity.

Air movement during the day was very unpredictable and failed to raise any enthusiasm with a red giant
of large stratoscoop. ;

Mumblings carried on the air warned them repeatedly of the proximity of a large mythical beast known
as Colin but the only thing they noticed was a change in the colour of the ground around them.

Having spent many hours doing that which they were wont to do, they found themselves requiring
sustenance and, having noticed a suitable establishment close by, decided to walk to it. The locals had
advised this form of transport as apparently there is a species of blue humanoids whose sole jobin life is
to wait close to these premises and pounce on poor unsuspecting travellers who come out and get into
vehicles terrestrial or otherwise.

They entered the building and were met by maniacal laughter from a bunch of the local life form. This
apparently had something to do with Roy’s apparel and elicited the comment *---- me mate fair play.”
Roughly translated this means - “Good evening Sir. What a beautiful hat, Sorry, we are closed.”
Further discourse extracied the information that a suitable place could be found if they walked down to
the island, tumed left and proceeded to the traffic lights.:

After walking for what scemed like half 1 light year, they encountered another life form. This one
seemed to have had a surfeit of Pan-Gallactic-Blasters and was of littlc help, so they continued on their
way. -

A much later meeting with other locals advised them that they were on the correct route but they must
accelerate to maximum warp as there was still a further light year to go and only ten minutes before food
ceased to be served. Their pace quickened and, with weary legs but glad heart, they reached the Ale
House at the End of the Umiverse just in time to order food and drink before time stopped.

Some time later, suitably refreshed and knowing the trek required to return to their base, they called for
a ground effect machine to transport them there. This took about two minutes as the pilot knew the
short route. They were then heard to discuss the parentage of the Zaphod who gave them directions and
warned that if they ever saw him again they would punch both his heads.

Before retiring they spent somie time in reviewing the d;-;jfs events and atiempting to master a ridiculous
form of transport with only onc wheel and no stabilising anti-gravs. Total failure.

They were only allowed a few minutes sleep before speakers left over from a concert by 'Disaster Area’
crackled into life and informed them that breakfast was now being scrved. Those should have wamned
them of things to come. Shrewsbury’s answer to Slartibartfast (wearing the weekend’s winning SW
look-a-like competition entry) had arranged competitions. The most pointless of these seemed to be -
who could wreck the most expensive flying machine for the least reward. They were also privileged to
witness the world record of dropping a plastic bag without spilling any of its contents.

Then on to the unsuspecting world came Colin. The ground around their feet turned to shades of many
incandescent hues. They surrounded him and, with much puffing and blowing, his body and tail

inflated to alarming proportions. Then, as he was about to take off, strange popping scunds were heard
and the air was filled with pieces of string. As they looked behind the gargantuan head they saw his tail
disappeanng across the land rapidly pursued by two of their group. Gradually he shrank untl he could
crawl back into the bag where he fived perhaps to emerge another day. Perhaps not. We must wait and
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see. They all returned to their travel machines to head off into the unknown, hoping to meer again some
day 1n the strange world of Kiters,

My apologies to Douglas Adams and those of you not fortunate enough to have read his books. My
thanks to Tony 8later and alf the rest of you who made this such a friendly. laid-back. enjuyable
lestival. | had a great time and will be back next year, God willing, complete with hiling boots and ‘'C’
rations.

Arthur

“A funny thing happened on the way to fly kites”

We landed in Fngland! Our eldest daughter Kim came with us for part of ihe trip. First on the agenda
was not onty to introduce her to friends and England, but to the world of kiting which
we have tied to do so for some time. Starting with a trip to Cirencester and hence
almost missing the kite workshop in Salishury. The day ending with 2 wonderful
evening of night kite flying. with music set to dancing waters and fireworks. An
extremely impressive evening and a brilliant day lor Superwoman to make her first
appearance in England,

On to some touring and sightsecing via Cirencester. We managed to find cur way to
Bristol and not to our disappointment. We were once again surprised and entertained to
the wonders and colours in the sky. The joy of watching our daughter fly her first kite
and having a personal lesson from Robert Trepanier (way to go Kim). Lots of effort
and energy for a wonderful event with old and new friends.

The fesry ride to Dieppe with the White Horse Kite Flyers an experience to behold.
Watching Barker giving of the kites to the ocean god, right down to Neil’s new teeth!
Afterall this how does one explain Dieppe? You should have been there. The creativi ty
is almost beyond belief. but the overwhelmed man from a village in some jungie making
his kites out of the lcaves he brought with him, this all twists your brain into new
challenges.

We cannot begin to repay vou ot thank you for cur holiday that was a dream come true.
Our home is always open and you are welcome anytime. [tis the kite Iines that brought
us together, but it is the heart lines that will always keep us together. You are such a
great family.

We cannot tell you how grateful and appreciative we are 1o Janet and David Robinson and Mad ge for

introducing us to all of you.

—ra,
J

'S, The legs are flying!i!!

%{%’ﬂ o PP.5. Aren't mini holidays great?? Close your eyes and
fo 65
Fat

el enjoy one with all of our memories together.
Pl
£ ¢/

Festival workers relax
after a hard weekend!
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Thank You

144 Camelot Close
King Arthurs Way
Andover

Hanrs
SP10 4BQ

Dear Kite Flyers,

When you were at the Winton fete I bought a kite from you and it is really, really, really good. My
name is Heather Moore and I am eight years old, [ am nearly nine. My school is Knights Enham Junior
School. 1 have got iwo older brothers, Richard is 11 and Daniel is 12.

When [ want to play with it my mum or dad help me. [ would really, really like you to reply. Ireally
want you to come to a fete agnin.

Yours sincerely

Heather Moore.

Many thanks to all of you who made it to my birthday “bash” at Bibury Football Club. Also forall the
cards and presents, they were very much appreciated. A big thanks to Neil Harvey for organising it all.
I hope everyone had a good time, one thing’s for sure - the beer was ccrtainly cheap!

Ohl, by the way, there is a rumour going around that it’s a certain person’s 60th early next year so
maybe we’ll have to do it all again.

Martin
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Club Merchandise

We have just received a new price list from JMM Embriodery, the supplier of our club sweatshirts ete.
there have been some increases. The prices are as follows:-

Round Neck Sweatshirts. S/M/L/XL is B 18
XXL £16
Sweatshirts with Collar M/L/XL/XXL £20
Festival Sweatshirts M/L/XL/XXL o £25
Poloshirt S/- M/L/XL £12
XXL £13
ch-shirts M/L/XL/XXL £9
Festival Tee-shirts M/L/XL/XXL £12
Baseball Caps One Size )

For any of these items see Janet Robjnson, Treasurer, at club meetings, many of the common items and
sizes are in stock if not, they can be ordered, taking about two weeks, if there is an item you would like
to give to someone for Christmas please don't leave it to the last minutc in case it needs to be ordered.

BYE BYE, FOR NOW - varin pibble

Yes, it's true, you're getting rid of me at last. I'm leaving the fun life of kiting - the early mormnings, the
standing out in pouring rain being (hrashed arcund by howling gales, or getting sunburnt whilst running
madly around trying to get somecthing to fly in no wind, the camping out in tents, slceping on hard
ground and being woken up at god-forsaken hours by someone snoring (not mentioning any specific
names). Those lovely quiet workshops where you can sit and relax whilst you instruct other people
how to make litile sleds and the calm days dropping a few teddies for the puhlic, and those nice socials
down the Chinkey talking over a two-course meal sc efficiently served - to go to Uni. However, before
you all start partying, I should warn you that [ will be around now and then during the holidays, so you
haven’t got rid of me forever. As most kiteitus sufferers know, when you have the bug there’s no cure.

For my A-levels I got a B in Physics, a B in Maths. and a D in Music, which is just enough to get me fo
‘my first choice of Aston Uni. to study Electrical and Clectronic Engineering, starting on October 2nd.

Around eight or ten years ago, when I was just starting kiting, [ was a typical person who thought that
all kites were diamond shaped and had tails with bows on them and were generally fairly boring because
they just sat there doing relatively little. But I stuck with it and that initial view was quickly smashed out
of my mind. As the years progressed, kiting became more and more fun with so many different things
to do. Thus, of course, our collection of kites grew and grew and grew and grew. Then there were
other things we needed like teddies and parachutes and big line and camping equipment. Nowadays,
cven with a trailer and an estate car utilised to thein maximum, my dad and I have to leave a lot of Kites at
home. About four years back, I startcd entering some of the competitions at the festivals, the rok fights
and altitude sprints, to add to the enjoyment 1 got out of kiting. As other rok fighters should know, my
dad and I, as Team Garfield, and both of us having individual roks with pictures of the other Garfield
characters on, soon showed ourselves to be reasonable competitors. We now have won at least one of
each of the three types of competition. Anyway, you've probably heard enough of the fun I’ve had over
the last eight or ten years and want to get flying yourself. So, it just remains for me to say thanks for all
the fun and see you out on the flying field. :
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Hello Arthur

[t's Martin, Martin Blythman, I've forgotten what Dave [rom Newbury told me, how far do the bndle
lines come in on a 3:4:5 Rok?

That's how the conversation started. What was going to be a quick 2 minute call ended up an interesting
45 minutes or more. In that time he convinced me to put pen to paper and submit something to
“Cowpat”. So here goes.

Arthur said | was the only one to give any feedback on an article he wrote three issues ago concerning a
midweek fly in or evening gathering.

Although | attend only afew festivals a year I notice nof many cater too well for the general public in the
sense that they only have kite stalls. I believe that once people have made the effort to attend we should
encourage them to stay longer. Why not have craft stalls, clothing stalls or a small fair? It may be
nothing to do with kites but it may be envugh to get the1n to refurn next year.

Did anyone go to Middle Wallop for the festival of **Free Flight”? I think it was called “Free Flight™ but
I got totally stitched up, with two children under 6 and myself it cost £6.00 to get in. All thisfor 12
stalls and a flying field. There was a reduction on the enfry to the museum but I didn’t think my 2
young girls would be interested. One to be missed next year, Does anyone know if people felt the same
about paying to get into the Swindon festival? If so, how can we overcome it?

Would anyone like the idea of a monthly raffle at Barbury or at our evening gatherings? Maybe the
prizes could be vouchers to spend on kite materials?

[s it possible to attend a committee meeting as a sleeping club member? Maybe meetings could become
part of our cvening gatherings. What about a Christmas party or a Bonfire night fly in?

I know I have not told a story or written a funny poem, but if | can get a response to my questions or
something happens then I feel I have achieved something. If you thought reading this was a waste of
time then why not enter something yourself.

Oh!, by the way it was '/;", thanks Arthur.

Southampton Festival

Alex from the Southampton Club was very good to us, lending us his P.A. System and gencrator for
our festival. I, therefore, tried to help their festival by going down with some of my large pieces (kites
and windsocks) and perhaps a few parachuting fauna.

Well , for me, the festival must win “The Duck Foot™ award of the year. Saturday it p****ddownina
howling gale and the event was called off mid-afternoon.

As the run is less than one hour for me, I decided the weather was so bad [ would not camp but return
home for the night.

On Sunday I returned, in similar weather conditions, to find most of the stalls and tents had blown
away. As the organisers had been up half the night rescuing these poorly bridled kites, of course they
were in no condition to carry on with the event.

A few of ns more hardy souls (idiots?) stopped on in hope of an improvement in the weather and this
arrived about 14.00 hours. One of their members was attempting to buggy but his 3.5m “Flare™ was
too big for the wind, so I offered my 2m. Mirage. He eventually accepted on the understanding that I
would take the pillion seat of the Beaty tandem. With a little trepidation, I got into the rear scat, and was
amazed at the antics of the driver who sat down in front of me and then shot straight up in the air and 5
metres sideways without the buggy moving an inch (notice metrication is here to stay). A second
attempt and we were off across the field like the proverbial bat out of hell. What a sensation! Itis
fantastic and I am hooked!! Has anyone out there got a buggy for about ten pounds? Sorry, I bought a
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Strat 9 and that is all I can raise.

By the time we had made a couple of runs across the field, the public are starting to arrive, so my pilot
suggests that we give rides to anyone with the nerve.

We made a few quid for the Club, but I don’t suppose it made much of a hole in the budget deficit but
we had some fun, and the spectators had somcthing to watch.

We know how disappointing a bad weather festival can be after all the hard work that goes into the
organisation so commiserations to Alex and his crew and better luck next year. I shall be there.

Arthur

Tewkesbury ‘96 (The Earwig Festival)

On a beautiful Friday evening I drove across country to Tewkesbury. Just the far side of the M51
found signs for the festival site. So far so good.

Driving in 1 started to become concerned as the route seemed to be through the middle of a cricket
match. Carefully following the boundary to mid-off, I located one of the organisers who directed me to
a camping spot close to the hedge behind long-on. This had two benefits:- one, if there was to be any
wind the hedge would provide some shelter and two, during the night the facilities were about half a
mile pastlong-leg. (One of the few down points of the weekend). Having pitched my tent, I went in
search of the chuck wagon. Down point number two; it does not arrive until midday Saturday. Hurried
enquiries located a supermarket open until 9 p.m./and a good chippy within five minutes drive. Once
refreshed. I noticed a good breeze so launch a mega-delta and with that in one hand and a can in the
otherit’s off to socialise. About 11.30 the wind drops so line is recled in and we all retire to our tents.
This is when I find out just how far I am from thelfacilities and you can’t brush your teeth in the hedge.
After this trek I am about to crash out when I realise that I am not alone. How they got past the fly
screen I don’t know but there are earwigs in every conceivable corner. Fortunately they don’t worry me
soI crawl into my sleeping bag and get lulled to sleep by the roar of traffic on the M5 and the flapping
of bedding being shaken to remove the livestock.

Saturday is another glorious day and, as long as you don’t start too early, the sports centre is open
where you can get a hot shower to dislodge any hangers-on. As for most of this summer the wind has
its ups and downs, sometimes enough to life fauna, and then everything is on the ground.

After a very pleasant day, we all went across the field for the Bar-B-Q which was excellent particularly
as there was free beer, pop and ice-cream. This was followed by an auction with some great articles for
sale culminating with a magnificent Rok from Stretch Tucker.

Following a little more socialising, it was back to the tents and find out where our companions had
crawled into this time. A few less hardy even decided to leave and find accommodation elsewhere.

Sunday the wind was much the same but with such lovely weather and friendly atmosphere - who wants
to fly a kite anyway?

So as to avoid the worst of the Airshow traffic, I lefl early that afternoon and had a pleasant run home.

It only remains for me to say congratulations to Golden Valley Fliers. Thanks for a great weekend
perhaps next year the freebies could include some insect repellent. Ifor one will certainly be there.

Arthur
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Sky Chat

My how time fiies, it seems ke ves{e‘*ca} that | was urging vou ail £ voice your opinions at '95's
4G and here we are conung un 1o "He's,

This vear has been an aetive ona for the Club, what with Festy al" L‘lq;}l’l\ and Workshops most
weekends we have been busy, We as a Club have been showing *The Groen™ 21l around the country to
oreat effect. The Whire Morse Cenfiperde has tlown wel! ana has heen a eredif 1o all of yon: who helped
make it. The commenis {rom the general public and other Kite fyers makes me feel proud io be part of
W. H K. The large Purafodl (mckanamed tie Albatress) by Phnl as be did not want 11 mmg arouud his
neck, has flown magmficently and drawn simtlar comments incloding a raptarous round of applause at
Southsea when we tlew :t under difficu.t conditions. The New Banner has beea thying at the last few
meetings and it looks splendid, well done Jean and Rick, It may have been a litt}e later than hoped but
well worth watting for. Jean has had 2 hectic vear, whilst mmaking the banner. with the birth of her third
s0n and, as every body knows, a new haby and two lively sons is a full- !mejah plus a ip 1o see
parents s nol conducive W dving & 0t of spare time with a sewing machine. SD i hope thal youajl,
after szzing the banner. will make time 16 thank Jean for all her time and effort.

By the t:me vou read this our new veniure of a Club Workshop with Sam Husion will have taken place.
i hom that it goes well and 15 the first of many. We may have aimed high but the rest of the kiting
EI'FIIPT"I'IJIV ]'s IUUFEIIL‘ [N RSy llh Ufﬂnt 1151’5‘]"857 NJ"'!I’]‘» hid'ﬁl!{__« [£8) j__] LV E "'I.’lCl .!EDE‘E l'ﬂ DD“?U mosl DJ. [I'J.L l'l"ll'ﬂ
work i gotting it off the oround (and hope all the lucky participants get their k;‘[e*ﬁ i the air

Dheppe saw alarge contingent from the Club over there for an enjoyable weckend and one of the
l.cmtm emit smﬂc:ted that we should be call the Q‘L&IVIB“ Horse International Team but nobody was
wi'tiing to mspiay the initals! Also that weekend. we had a contingent showing the Horse tn Uuernsey
and, by ali ancounts, they had 8 good tims with nice winds at the festival,

Nuw, with the A.G.M. coming up next month, I will not beraie yvou with my usual comments as you
now know what | thipk A.GM.s arefor. 50,1 hope 1o see yen there and ]‘c,a a5 IYIBiYy as pC"\bBlb]t of
you that day ai the White Hart with ideas etc. 1o keep the W.ILK F. in the forefront of Clubs in the
LLK. Where we lead others try to follow.

This year's Mince-pie Fly-in will take plsce on ‘Sqturda} 28th December at Bibury all day. [have been
asked to provide a ‘C)I‘dbbl@fc sorry | mean a hrazier, to keep the ender ones warmer. | wiii do my best
The event will run as before wiil: food available. é;l-ara we wil l have aLLIIlpLLIUUIl for the best made
and flown kite, Age himit 15 (somry Dave - that counts yvou cutl. Any profits from the day will be going
o *Yillage Life”, the Bibury organisation which prints Cownat Hill. 8o make iz a date.

fs gl

W.H.K.F. at Disppe 13/2 - 1B/9/96 - 2 la Doug
Jones

About 15 members of W H.K F. Starving Horse International Veam went 1o Dieppe this vear
aecomnanied by Hon and Marla Miller,

The Vestival really stas {3 CI
the

the ferry at Newlmven, please doe’Uell the Freoch though, with Eides being
flown from the sterm of i

uE.

There are two approaches to kiting on the ferry. One being the “Nell Harvey™ approach where the kite
actily flies, The otheris the” “john Barker” idea where the kites are underwater. This tends to be a
go0a talking point, which is ali it can be 25 the kite cannot be seen.

- 8

As e approached Tx ieppe, sheer panic broke ot among all kite fliers aboard because the “World

Safest Kite Flier's” creations could be seen ﬂwmo above the town. There was no need to worry thoucl“
hacause, on arrival, we learned there was a sile sel aside for “Very Large Kites™, Thisisa euphanmn
for Perer Lynn,
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Registranon caused some amusement, We found ot that Barry Smart’s real name is Sweet or Swesty,
hzis now zoing nie the wholesale conlectionary unde.

Once settied into out hotels etc., it was time to find something 1o eat. Young David Robinsun had the
namc of a yestenrant recommended by his hotel. Usfortupately, we vould not find i, Eventually, we
scttled fora place with a ey i Eaglish. This was a misiake. 1 came to the conclusion that a menu in
Foglish s a sign that they cannot sell their forxd 16 the Freneh.

8 a.m. Saturday morning Nell Harvey, Marrin Croxton and the Rummings brothers were cut fiying. !
saw them as i ate my hreakfast in the hotel restaurant.

It1s very difficult to describe kites at Biapne as £here are many thousands and thoy are varicd, Probably
the most spectacular and mest talked of were ihe ring kites. rh}_\, are about i cr [Zizetin dlamc’[ﬁl and
about 18 1nches in fongth, made of a ring of glasz fibre 10C wi ith a mylar tmd_, [ae ngguie 5 probably
the mest complicated part of she construction. Amdrew Rumnings managed to et the main coastruction
details and [ am sure he will reveal all io [uture ramblin ngsin this most esthemedjmlme_] of kite flving.

Another couple o kites that caught my eye were ghost-Jike white veteran aeroplanes, locking very
flimsgy. Orhereye- carrhmg aluntﬂ were cans half-buried i the gravel on the beach, a telemmne Kiosk
converied to an aguanun. ¥ ather frustrating for urgent calls Lnowfh

At the dinner thal night everyone had to die of thirst to eneble Joan Basker to smugsle wine cut for
consumption al the firework display.

The firework display was at Jeast better than Weymonth 1993, The let-tdown was that the wind was
pon-exisiant.

Other than 2 photo-cali fro the entire Britich Community of Kite Flyers not much hanpensd, lack of
wind being the problem wniil the ferry sailed away with the majority of us,

My main achievement was to 11y a kite ali the w ay from Dmppe oy Newhaven. Ray Qakbill s attempt
started fater but stiii achieved 2 ﬂ1ght all the way. Fohn Barker dispatched quitc a lot of junk to the desp.

Overall, it can be said that Dieppe is an excepional kite festival and fet's hope that it is coly rurpour that
it may not last bevause of the ex pense to the [ Heppe avihorities.

Winter Frojects!

L Dave Robinson s lookang at the possibility of making some Mega-legs, Help needed for
marking and cutling out.

2. Arihur is tnvestigating the reauirements of a big Vakko stack and compleiion of he fourth
centipede section.
5; An attempt at the BMIES class | record, currentdy standing at 28 teddies, Possibility of getting

Record Breakers interesiad.

ietails in the next jgsue of Cowpat, parts sheuld be available ai the Mince Pie Fly inand January club
mecting, Projects to be completed for Weymouth,

ntaragied, taon maice it known by ringing one of the cantact surmbers on the back cover or at the AGM.
Lat us Raew of any other projeets yout may have in mind, maybe we will be able to help.

Meal zays the bamboo will be availabie scon from the Jarge Edo, donativas (o club (unds
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FPortamouth ‘Ue

Yet anoiher great Pompey Testival o whatever hanpened to the mega trasheres on xeviarand four iiours
per day buggying in the arena?

The accommodation wes back to what 1t was two years ago. but the breakfzsts did not mcasuic up and
spave was “limited”. However, all very cosnloniable and my son hopes his accommodation for the next
three vears will be as good. The size of breakfast made v¢ glad of 2 BOF special midmorning. (See
detaiis elsewhere in this issue.)

The wind was very strong and we had to shorten the Albatross’s hive to Sm during the dzsplay on
Saturday, but on Sunday we were able to put o a good display of parafoils and windsock

On Monday the wind was ranch better and the C=ntipede flew for mere than two hours drawing many
unprorapiad congratulations to Nedf and myself while we flew i, So my thanks to il of you who fook
part in this protect.

Saturday evening was a well-conirelied event. not overcrowded, with an excellent buffet, Surday might
Gk and Jou Blooss zuest be thanked {or getiing us all together and 1et’s not hear any compiains dmui
service as they were not responsibie for the resfauras ia Icmc s0 Inng to produce anrmea 1.

i was very pleased 1o hear my son say he hopes (o attend the festival with us in the future althcugh he
ml! be spending a lot of time in similar accommodation. | esn on ty recommend this festival and .’no;:c
we will scon be back to having the FL5.G.B. conventicn at the same weekend.

Arthur

Sﬁ&é%@%ﬁwy ‘06

Have vou ever watched a display of illuminated Tountains svuchronised to vusic, with firewaorks
busting above them revesling laree Kiies [ving bich in the dark? No. well get o Salisbury next yedr, 1
: _ . 5 e R MR- . . y

is absolately magical, particuiarly if you are flving the kites and the wind is dropping.

Vs was the ead of a busy Saturday morming following e woﬂ{%lﬁop it ¢he town conire where we made
<0 sieds in just evoer 2 hours, sponsored by the loca zuthority, Due o soricns jet-lag Ron, Marle and
__)ﬁ‘-, s artived late but we were dessghtcc A 1ED then asgisianee when they got there, This finished at about

2 pomn, end we went back fo the site of Sunday's lestival o oitch lents e, Wis a very goug var upmu
siiv with excellent fucifites provided you go io the proper site and don’r nse a marmuiee pirched in the
middie of the field.

undle of bacon butties and beers and it's off Tor the night ily, i was along hike to the field but well
worth it being very ¢lose to the fireworks dispiay.
Sunday foljowsa the example of previous yearvs with very listle wind and it was down o the die hayds
who iide the backs of various vehiclesto gx.t enough wind speed to put on a display. We mied the Beast
apd the Albatross from the back of my car but with very hitle success.

Eetill hiope to go io this festival in the futurc as, by the Jaw of averages, they must have suitable weather
in the acar fuiure.

Artaur.
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ST ] & ﬁ :
S EDLE R
A the st of this year's sesecn, Dave wid N
Cinb sied kites for tieing the bridle line (o 1ks
“Advanced Englishmoan s Knot”, buts

2if popped up with a new know that conid be ased on the
£ Wits "3
5
Palindou - §was wrong, they were rigl

cot
te, Atfirst [ thought itwes the one imown as the
£y wers calling it the "Department Store Koot”. So [ theught
ot {tho shame thar a scout leader shali besr..)
30. here are the detalls of (he knot, snd s variants, that we zre now using. Thers is a comment at the
end regarding one vaiant nnl nemed, any suygesions?

;

soops frem Overband BKnot + Stoppor

Fip 1 illustrates the three spaces within an overhend kot °

510 1 ths running space. In the Bepariment 8

(Fiz. 1a): mn the Honda (Fig. 1y whichis the s

slopper passes dowa through the '+ space, and in ¢
{9

s’ the sianding space; ‘o’ the ceniral space:
fore L.oop the stopper runs up throngh the “c’ space
mall fixed loop used in making a (asso or lariat the
a¢ Farmer’s ilalter Loop the stopper passes
dewa thicugh ihe ‘e’ space (Fig. 1¢): a fourth but unnamed loog (ot 1
sioppered end dovwn through the "s” space.

wstruied) is made by taking the
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from Miace Pie Fly-in:-

There will Le 2 competition for imovezion in kiting, so
chinking caps =

n oAl get workiao

sut your
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And finally a note from the Editor.

Another kite season has come and gone, lots of good festivals and some not so good. As the year has gone on
I've become more convinced that therc is a scrious accident waiting to happen. As festivals become more
popular 1 see more and more people buying sports kites and. without any thought, launching them in the air
regardless of other people’s safety or property. There were some very near misses at Portsmouth. The
problem needs to be addressed before someone is very seriously injured. Glad you are on the mend Joy.

It will soon be AGM time again, usual format, flying in the morning and down the pub in the afternoon. The
date, in case you didn’{ know, is November 10th and fees are due. ;

I am looking forward to Sam Huston's workshop and the meal in the evening. Thanks to all of you who sent =
in yourreplies. The overwhelming majority voted for basket meals. '

Finally a special thank you to everyone who submitted articles. Every post over the last week seemed to bring”
a new batch. Don't give up! More are needed if we are to keep Arthur out! We've got to make sure he still
pays full subs. He’s already claiming a rebatc because he’s read most of the mag before he getsit! Articles
for the next issue by December 20th please.

1 hope someone will have time ta write to Heather Moore.

Kite Flying Safety Tips

The NEVERS of Kite Flying The Things to AVOID

* Fly a kite in wet or stormy weather, try 1o keep your Kite = Motorways, roads, car parks railway lines or buildings
line dry * Airfields and low flying air traffic patterns.

* Fly a kite near power lines. Lransmission towers or » Members of the public.__stnt flyers please 1ake care!
iy = Those kite eating trees.

@ Fly a kite with wirc or anything metallic in the line. = Amimals, they ean be frightened hy kites.

= Fly a strong pulling kite without wearing GLOVES. Remember...your kites can get really quite lonely up high in the
® leave odd bits of flying line ¢tc on the fying site. siy, just occasionally, look up and give them a liitle SMILE.
* Fly a kile at over 200 feet® .- AND) PLEASE. MIND THOSE POWER LINES!

*Kitc festivals may have C.A A, clearance to fly

higher... . ASK!

Where the WHKF go to fly their kites

WHITE HORSE KITE FLLYERS {ly at Barbury Castle Country Park, Wroughton, Swindon, Wilts
on the SECOND Sunday of each month

Will YOU be there?

Local WHKLF contacts are:
Ron Gunter on: (01793) 770784
Neil Harvey on: (U1285) 740295

Arthur Dibble on: (01635) 865976
~ and
Dave Robinson on: (01793) 824208
The COWPAT HILL Journal
Journal of the White Horse Kite Flyers
Editorial Team: Dave & Jane Jones
15 Bucklebury Close, Stratton St. Margaret, Swindon, SN3 4JH
Tel: 01793 823493

Club Subscription: £6.00 (One year UK)
(including postuge and kite flying insurance)

Whilst every care is taken when compiling this journal the WHKF cannot accept
responstbtlity for any errors or omissions which may cocur.



