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Sky Chat

Fere we po again into another season of festivals and displavs. We have already done 3
workshops, including a three day marathon over Easter. On April 27¢h the Club is
organising a festival at The National Trust Gardens, Stowe, Buckingham. Arthur and 1 have
dome all the ground work and we are both hoping that as many members as possible will
make the effort to come along. It will be a great chance 1o try all those new creations before
the cramped beach at Weymouth, There is plenty of space or everybody, The world
renowned gardens will also be open to all kite tlvers, at a special reduced rale. They are
well worlh sceing.

Dunng the later part of May 1'm going on HOLIDAY., joining up with a fcw ather club
members, 1o the States. We have several workshops booked during this period so [ would
appreciate a few more willing hands to run them. Sce me al Barbury, or nng me at home, if
you can help.

Since the last “Cowpat™ we have successfully run the Don Mock workshop and many |
thanks to ail those who made it such a hit. Wi: are currenily exploring the possibility of
running a weekend of workshops in the autumn. We will try to have the details ready by
our festival the organisafion of which is well under way with hopefully only the “I™s to
dot and “T™s t0 cross.

Finally, before you fall asleep reading this woffle, [ have a birthday coming up on Apn! 26th
and as Martin's thrash at our place last year was 4 resounding success Sue and 1 have
decided to do likewise. We will have a fly-in all day at home and a bit of a hash at Bibury
Football Club in the evening. You are all welcome to come along but i1 would help with
the catering if’ you could let us know if you are coming in the evening. Don’t forget that il
is Stowe next day.

Neil
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He can who thinks he cant

I suppose that most of us have, al ong ume or
another. looked at one of Don Mock's Solt
Kites and thought, yes Twouldn't mind one
of those if only I could atTord it. Alas, the
problem that alfects most Kiters, Eyes too big
for thickness of wallet.

Still, there was a method of obtaimng one of
Don's kites at just about half peice, the only
proviso being that you made if yourself at a
Don Mogk workshop. As you know, the
workshop was the second to be organiscd
by the Starving Horse and, although it could
be said to have followed rather clasely an
the heels of the first workshop which was
Sam Huston’s “STICK EM UP” Genki,
therc’s nothing like striking whilst the Iron is
hot.

The workshop was held over two davs as the
kite was somewhai more than a handful to
construct. In fact, one participant was rather
(Gobsmacked when he realised just what he
was letting himself in for. (see later)

Nine of us, equipped with ap amazing variely
of sewing machines, gathered af the
Headlands School, easier found this time, due
to more aceuraie info from the WHKT
Mapping depl.. Jor a dose of that old Mock
Magic. Hey, this is a big Kite. yes, in fact
probably the biggest Soft Kite I've ever
inade, and it was good (o have the use of the
School’s Sewing room, with its large layout
tables.

Don had precut the Keels, Risers and Panels,
s we were quickly under way, with the most
amazing sound of npstop rastling, coupled
wilh nine different sounding sewing
machines. -Crazy, but trog. every one
different. Perhaps the most amazing sound
was coming from Ray Oakhill's Basso
Profundo model, which maybe as Doug
lones suggesied. was equipped with a motor
salvaged from a [/-boat. However, be thatas
1t may, pretty soon some people were
absolutely haring away with the
construction, whilsi some of us who were
perhaps more accustomed to a slower pace of
kite building, were trailing well behind. Stitl,
whatcver this wasn’t a race o sec who could
huild vne the guickest. or was it? Mo, pensh
the thought, we all went at our own pace.
Some of the participants were Into

customising. and why not? Others were
doing the Kite as supplied, -'

Pretty soon. the Tirst day was over, and we
retreatcd ta the Official WHEKT Hostelry
(NAME THAT PLB) for a joily good
evening’s get together, being made all the
more enjovable by the fact that it was
Robbo’s Birthday. 33 was heing bandicd
about, but I'm pot surc if that is Robbo's age
ar walst measurement,

All ioa soan the evening gel logether was
over and, after the customary biackmail
photos were taken (arc you reading this
Ray?), we all retired for a guod night’s Kip.
The second day of the workshop dawned
bright and early. for some, and soon we were
back at the fridge. sorry School. Onee again
we were soon sewing like mad and some of
us were treezing to death. unlil a Heroing
went home and brought back a heater.
(That’s what you think, John. [ already had
it in the boot - anvthing for a guiet life! -
Jure) Then the Schoul’s heating. which had
heen off tor 1 week, came on and the
temperature and someone’s temper started ©
LMprove.

Whilst we were sewing away like good’uns
in Don’s workshap. out in the comdor,
Robbo was PEAFFING a vast amuount of
Black Ripstop. Why pfaffing you may ask.
Well. when you have a machine that looks
like it does everyvthing and more that mission
control does in Houston, and probably has a
built in Teasmade, you cannot describe il as
sewing. Good thing Rebbo was ensconced
in 4 corgidor about 3001t tang, he definitely
needed all of that, the sizc of the thing he
WS sewing. :

Pretty soon the first workshop Kite was
finished. then one was taken vutside for a
quick test flight. where it promptly bit the
owner, nice one Arthur. In fact, quite a few
were finished on the day. il nol flown, but as
usual some of us finished the Kites at home.
As [ar as | know, all bar one of the Kites arc
finished and flying, on the (iest Cow Pat after
the workshop it actually Tocked like a Don
Mock benefit. No one was more
Gobsmacked ihan yours truly who,
conscious of the fine warkmanship involved
in his Kite, had decided 1o call it “SLASH
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AND BURN". As ] prepared to launch the
Kite on ils maiden, I thought maybe I should
have christened it “CRAS%{ AND BURN",
but no, it flew like a dream with no
adjustments whatsocver,

Thanks are due, of course, to Don Mack {or
coming over far the workshop. To Robbo
and Neil who did the organising, (o all the
participants, all the Helpers, including Jane
the heater hervine, what a saviour, Toug
Manners who | drove up the wall with my
moans about the cold and last, but not least,
John Doney. John had never made a kite in
his lile, bad never sewn ripstop, in {act [
don’t think he had ever used a sewing
machine before this workshop, and when he
saw Don’s example of what we were to
make, he confessed that he ncarly passed out,
but he did the business, albeit slowly. No, he
did not finish en the Day, but at the Cow Pat
after the workshop, he arrived with the kite
and proceeded to launch. 1t flew and,
Judging by the size of the Smile on John's
face, and his obvious delighs, it won't be
long before John is making kites with the
best of them.

Whea the next workshop come up. there’s
no if. should you think, oh, no I couldn’t
make one of those. just think of Mr. Doney.

John Barker

HELP!

As one who does not make a habit of writing
anything that may he published and held w
secount, but who appreciates the ettart,
cambined with the lack of articles that goes
into producing club magazines of any kind, [
thought (for a change) that I would like 1o
wiite an article for COWPAT,

I am but a novive when it comes o kites |
luckily my wife, who alse enjoys [ving, is
also a novice. Qur methadology of kite
selection has been based purely on pretty
colours and whether or not it can handle
mere than one crash without repair. Then we
mel White Horse Kite Flyers!! and Dave at
Kreative Kites (are we allowed to plug?)
where we learmed, later, that this is as good a
way as any!

At this point, may | say many thanks to ali

members of the Club? ki was. and is. a
pleasure to join a club where people want v
enjoy their hobby and politics are not
evident. | have laken great pleasure in
extolling ity virlues to others, and | know at
least one new recruit has been signed up
{and found Kreative Kites!).

However, I have a request fo make of the
icarned, and ask, could somebody pleasc
produce an ariicle or chart outlining the
gualities and virtues of:

1. Materials. is it ventex or semiex I should
buy? Just what is good or not 50 good
about the cloths available?

2. Carbon fibre? Please tlell me what those
names mean and just what will it do?
{Clean suggestions only please).

3. Lines. 1 know that there are a multitude
of types, strengths and lengths. Just
what is the recommended {or suggested)
and why?

4. Is kite flying a sport, 2 hobby, or an
obsession. Or is this dependent on just
how patient your partner and bank
manager are!! Or who who really gives a
toss as long as we enjoy what we are
doing?

Oh yes, any other information that may be
printed to help me, and any other novice, or
anyene who may be interested.

In summary, anything to help understand
what's what about kites, and then, may we
be bold enough to ask about tricks, but
maybe another article about that later?

T'o be fair, and especially 1o Dave and his
wood tady, I am starling to pick up some of
the wrminology and phrases, and [ appreciate
any good kite shop worth its sait will try to
guide and advise in selection of equipment. |
can now select my kites by the tried and
scienfiflic method ... is it a pretiv colour and
Just how many times van | crash it before it’s
back with Dr. Dave!!!

T look forward to meeting, or hearing from,
anyone (perhaps in COWPAT) who can help
in this maze, and to looking at the pretty
colours, and hopefully not crashing too
much.

Mike E.
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PEEARSON ROLLER
REVOLUTION
WOGLOM PARAKITE
YAKKO STACK

RIPSTOP NYLON
Kathryn Jones.

ROKKAKU

SAIL
SNOWFLAKE

SODE

SPORT KITE
TAIL
= Jume 1887 Paas 4+

WINDSOCK

PARAFOIL
PARASLED

SLED
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Find these kite-related words.
BRAZILAIN PAPAGIO
BRIDLE

CHINESE CENTIPEDE
CONYNE

PARACHUTING TEDDY

BRAZILAIN BIRD
DELTA

CARBONFIBRE

DIAMOND KITL

EDDY .

EDO

KICKING LEGS
KITE

FIGHTER KITE
LINE

FLEXTFOIL
MULTITUBE

BOXKITE
BUGGYING
FLOWFORM
FLYING
HANDLES
HYBRID



A new Kite shop in
Oxford

In a recent discussion 1 heard of a new kite shop in
the Covered Market in Oxford, so | stuck my noze
i st umil 4566 on Avenue 2 al the Market to find
Air Cireus, that famous Bath based shop and one
delightiul youne lady called Paula.

She is very Tricndly and helpful. a koen flier
bersell, and is willing to assist any club member
with the standard dizcounis (10% Cuash sales, 3%
on Cards) on production of membership card,

A reasonable sclechon of Kites arc svaiiable,

well as Iuggling Equipmenr, along with # | -und
selection of the nsual "bits", with a promise of
quick delivery of anything clse from the Bath shop
in a couple of davs, so it may pay to eall Paula on
(1865 246887 first before visiting.

So Oxford could be becoming a kite town, what
with Oddballs on the Cowley Boad with a good
selection of kites and bits; and the Craft Centre at
WMhlletts B.Y .0, Farm, Friltord near Abingdon.
selling Flexifail amonast the wsuval plastic Kiles,
and a few bits,

Cybernotes

Here's a few messages that are about on the
internet this past couple of months that you misht
like Lo see.

in article <32F98FD5, 1%@ stb.dfs.co.za», Robin
Gilham <Gilham @ sth.dls.co.za>> says:

What is the advantage of a High aspect Delra
stunter. [lo they generate more puli than other
~delta’s. Are they faster. More agile?

The higher aspect ratia kites {viz Sizanger, Box of
I reks, AzizA) have far lower stability fore and afl
and can be rolled back and fordwards moch muore
easiiy than "regular” stunt kites. Tricks like
Iicklacs and Y 0-Y os are more simple with these
kites. (lever management of sail depth, bridle and
standod ¥ pasiion can lead (o [air precision as well
but no-one is gong o mistake a Psycho Tor g
Tracer {verv low aspect ratio design.

Dave Lonal's page (LRI 7} had some good
things on aspect ratin for {i':! tas andl the Bottom line
seems to be improved efficiency but at the cost 1o
other flight paraimeters (esp. stability and stall
chiaracteristics).

Aspoct ralio is not the only detlerminant of 2 kite's
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flight performance. All of the design aspects
combine o make them what they are.

Jeremy Carson (carson @vision.net.au) wrote:
My son (1dyr) would like to fly a kite and bugay
at sometime. At the moment he {lies with
enthusiasm, 2 line stunt Kites. T myself fiy single
line kites and have discovered that I know little
about kites and buggies to be able to give him
much useful advice.

My question(s}are what advice would vou give a
young, aspiring flier who would like to progress
safely into nding buggies?

Age (or weight?)?

Suggestions for a quadliine soft kite to start (with
feet on the ground) flying a4 line kite rather than
24

Sources of information

Safety

Putting it all rogether

Any advice wonld be much appreciaied. Thanks.
Jeremy Carson

Aaron Ciuffo ciufifo@ rambow.tmi. co replied in
article Sdrmsp$ncl$1@newsl.ymi.ne.

Hmm, well my first bit of advice would be to {ind
someone who has a peel or a large power kite and
is willing to let your son fry iL. That way he can
get a feel for exactly what he's gelling into,
Second, buy the kite first and earn Lo controb it. 1
learned to ﬂj.‘ a 3.6m peel on my buti (ruined at
feast 2 pairs of pants). Third, see if yon can find
another senerous soul thar will sllow your son
ride 1u a bugey.

Ay [ar as age goes, 13-14 15 a finc place to start. |
assume your son 18 reasonably responsible {hig
kites=big damage=big bucks) Weight, about
120+1b. Friends of mine weighing as little us
100Lh fly my 3.6m peel in lower winds. Sources,
this news sroup is great, and Peter Lynn's book
Buggics, Boats and Peels” 18 a nice reference.

Safety, HELMET !N Elbow and Knee pads
arc nice too, but that just saves road rash.
Quadline go straight fora high end one is my
advice. [lon't waste your meney onarev L5 or
something like that. A rev 1 is a fine durable Kite
o learn on.

If you want a softie, Quadraforls are nice tvo. Go
for the bigper omes if you want a slower kite.

Ciond luck and may the AoxomoxoA be with you!

Aarom

Peter Dawson
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SLA Battery ché?‘ging

Same of you who have had batteries from me
to power “Fauna Lifters” have asked about
mainienance and charging of them. [ hope
this will be of some heip.

Firstiy the batterics should never be ailowed
1o fall below 10 volts. if they do su they
nust be recharged immodiaiely or permanen
damage will occur,

They must never be short circuited or feft in a
damp condition. After using out of doors
they should be dried carefully without
heating,

They must never be incinerated or thrown
away in household waste hut laken to the
lucal amenity and disposed of in the
appropriate area.

The correet charge rate is 13.8 volis with a
maximum ripple of 30 millivolts. The initial
current mto discharged batterics can be quite
high but will drop rapidly 4o about 2 amps.
A full charge will then take ahout 6 hours or
more with a lager amp/hour rating. At this
voltage the haltcries may be left on charge
with no damsge. A suitable circuii is shown.

Arthur

A Suggestion
This lefter was reccived by Arthus:-
Deur Arthur

A suggestion made by someone ar Barbury
last Getober was that all we aeriai
photographers ought Lo get together for x
day in the new year with a view lo taking
some photographs, exchanging views and
generally having a specialised good time, if
we chose 4 [ew sites offering photo
opporiunities, perhaps we could do & couple
during the day. The opporunities {o take up
cameras at festivais are usually limited due w
spacc. f we were 1o sel up our own get.
logether, we counld have all the space we
need.

If you think you would like t have such a
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get-together, pleasc let me know and perhap
W Can arrange possible dates and places
when a few of us could meet.

Dates which don’t clash (yet)
April 19.20,26,27
May 17,18,24.25.

Flease pass the waord arcund and let me
know of any possible dates and places.

John Browning
(D862 7343572)
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More or Less Loop

There are times when we want to lengthen a line or to shorten iL. Perhaps the line
will be part of a multi-line bridle or it will be a tensioning line for a bow.

At the Wroughton Do, [ saw Rummings the Elder closely examining a knot with a
view to learning it so that he could put it into service with his kite. Seeing this. |
naturally poked my nose in and tried to learn about this miracle knot. Later, an
American gentleman called Don gave the knot three names, one of which was the
Tarbuck Knot. Here it is:

To tie the Tarbuck knot, form « loop and wind the end around the inside of the loop’
a fow times (the smoother the line, the more turns you need but three to four is
usual). Bring the end out threugh the loop, put it pver the standing part and [orm.a
hali-hitch. Lo, you have a Tarbuck knot. Pull on the loop and the sianding part. If
the knot has been firmly drawn up, then the loop is as firm as if you had tied a
Rowline. But, and here is the magic. the size of the loop can be adjusied by sliding
the knot along B-C. We have an adjustable loop which can be put to a2 multifude of
USES.

When | went home after the festival, [ played around with the Tarbuck knot and as
often as not, | failed to get it right. The mistakes, sometimes easier to remember
than the genuine knot, nearly always worked as well. The Tarbuck is but one
member of a family of knots that achicve the same purpose.

Here are 2 others:

If, after bringing the end out through the loop, it is put under the standing part, the
knot secms to work just as well. This knot can be thought of as @ Magnus Hitch tied

with the end onto the standing part:
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If, after winding the end around the inside of the loop, the end is brought arsund the
loop and then tucked back inside the last wind, we get another adjustable loop:

I discovered this one, only o {ind that it had already been invented (fairly recently, as
knots go). Becanse it works very well and because I can casily reencmber it, this is
my favourite.

The method of winding around the inside of the loop is the basis of the above knots.
Another tamily exists where the end is wound around the standing part outside the

loop and a half-hitch is put inside the loop.

The ADIUSTABLE JAM HITCH is such a knot:

Q@

Because it ships 1n smooth line, it won’t serve our purpose but. add another couple of
turns al the start of the knot:

( Sras—

and i works well.

WHEF Cowpat Hill April - Juns 1327 Fags &



Generally, any hitch which serves Lo atlach one line to another such that the first will
not slip on the other when pulled Tengthwise (¢.g. the Magnus Hitch) can be used o
form an adjustable loop. [ give one example which is based on the SLACK LINT
HITCH:

Rl

Again, for smooth line, add another turn or two at the stari.

Finally, here is one that [ can’t (vet) find in the books. Until 1 an shown that it hay
been done before, 1 propose to call it mine. It works very well indeed.

S0, there are a few ideas for adjuslablc loops. There are probably thousands more.
Try a few and settle on your favourite. Your bridles and bows will never be better.,

Loop-the-Loop, Nottingham.
LARA’S SEAM

"I was intrigued by a short article in Roman Candle which showed a *Low Aspect Ratio Annular”
parachule with very fiftle detail. This presented a challenge and so | have had a {1y at making one

- suitable for our favourite soft cuddlies. 1 give here a plan for the sore sections ( 12 needed) and a few
points | found vsetul. Main constructional details are as the standard ‘chutes foand in varous
publications which all scem to go back to John Barker and there is no way | can improve on these.

When you draw up the template (he narrow end should be the inverse eurve of the wide end so that
when you are cutting out, by turning the template the other way up it should match the prévious one
already cut. This means there is no wastage of material between gore seclions and all bwelve can be cut
from & single width of ripstop with enough lcft al the end fur the packing tube.

As you do not ged the chance to cut out the centre venl afler sewing, the gores must be cut and sewn
more accurately than with the standard “chute. 1 Mound i a sood idea to stiteh ail 12 gores together but
belore connecting the first to the Tasi, do the hem around the vent and add the shrmxd loops. There are
four of these spaved every third gore. All shrouds are the same lensth and tied in two groups to rings
being careful to keep them all in sequence and including the four central ones at the approprate pmnis

I hope this will provide a starting point for others'to Iry this form of ‘chute and look forward to heanng
from you with comments or advice. If you want 1o see how it performs just come and watch or try it
anywhere [ am boimnbing.

Dr. lve-ad-a-go
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Thanks for the Mock-Shop

I do not miend to give a detailed account of
the Don Mock workshop as I hope some one
else may do this. [lowever, [ had sucha
good weekend that 1 feel that | must al least
cxpress my appreciation to all who put so
much into the event and made it the great
tunction it was.

First [ suppose is Don himself, who did a
wonderiul job of preparation so that we
could ail cad up with a worthwhile product.
[ am very proud of my effort even if the
seams are not as straight as Don’s. Ir was
also good 1o see 50 many people take up his
idea of a “"Por-T.uck™ tvpe lunch on both
daye. It worked so well | hope we will have
the chanee to do it again with a wider group
of peopie. Has anv one got a good venue
where we can have an event of this sort with
flying space or perhaps just a social? Dan
also brought with him a huge bag of jelly
beans which were liberally distributed
through-out the weekend. 1 fortunarciy
managed 1o deter him from filling my pockets
with them bui am still having trouble {ocatng
sewing equipment which was submerged in
them.

Next thanks to Dave and Janei who
arranged it all and took care of Don whilst he
was wiih us. It was their hard work and
inspiration which made it possible. Dave
even gave up nis birthday to look after us. [
hope the celebration on the Saturday
evening went a linle way to repaying his
sacrifice. Lunderstand that next year is 4 bit
of a special necasion. Waich out for details
in Cowpat and keep your car lo the ground
lor secret pians.

Therc are many others who helped make the
weekend a success, not least Headlands
School, without which we would not have
had 4 suitable venue. Then there was the
group of heipers who made collec (very
important on Sunday morning, especiaily
ti?e strong black brew Don brought with
hum), sorted out the food and assisted with
moving lurge quantities of material when one
pair of hands was not enough. If | miss
anyone i1 is not deliberate but an aging brain,
so thanks Madge. Jane, Neil. Doug, Pete and
all the rest. Please keep up the good work.
Next time [ may be on the support team.,

As afinal note, the kite does flv butin a high
wind do wear gloves, my finger is still
attached but very tender one week later.

Arthur

Kite Festival Ethics

There are two points of view about my
writing on this subject. The first is that
eighteen yvears of attencding international kite
festivals, now at the rate of more than twenty
per year, with an invitation rate much above
this and continually rising. 1s proof that 1
must be doing something right. The second
1s that having gotten up so many of my
fellow kite fliers noses that there iz now an
England-based | rashed by Peter Lynn kite
club” vowed to exclude me from all events, 1
should be the last person to write about how
0 behave at kited festivals. Your call ... bul
please read on.

Actually, I believe that much of the
contradiction between unpopularity with
some of my peers and widening popularity
with festival organisers comes down 1o a
disagreement or misunderstanding as to the
underlving purpose of kite festivals. 1
believe that kite festivais are for spectators,
not for impressing our fellow enthusiasts.
Fublic kite {estivals are the shop window by
which we attract new enthusiasts into our
world of kite flying. The huge world wide
growth in parlicipation 1 ali aspecis of kite
flying during the last 20 years is, [ believe,
significantly a product ol how successiul we
nave all been at puiting on interesting and
¢xciting shows. Many kite tlicrs believe that
Kite festivals should be pleasant get-away-
for-the-weekend cvents when they have a
good time amongst people of like interest, do
a bit of showing off, and stay within their
discretionary expenditure budget. Kite
festivals are not usnaliy good fun for me,
they are hard, dangerous, frustrating work
that I am (usually poorly) paid (o do. If you
van secepl that kite festivals should he
primanly for spectators then a set of
principles and obscrvations on how kite
festivals should be sirgctured can be derived
which fairly much define hoe kite fliers
shonld hehave at kite festivals.
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The major source of disputes between kiic
[iers ai festivals derives from territorial
behaviour. Some kite fliers act as though
they have title to a particular piece of Si}‘ by
rationalisations that either “they had it first”
or that it is “their tair share”™. Particularly
obnoxious by my standards are those who
arrive early and stake off some invisible kKite
at out-of sight allilude so placed a5 w0 deny
the use of much of the available kite flying
area to evervone else. Alternately. I have no
problem with the Kite flicy who “muscles in”
W an area providing their display is well
received by the speciators relative to other
kites flying. “The sky belongs to kitcs that

make best use of it by the standards of the

spectators”. Many effects flow from this:

» Any show that goes on for more than
Just a few minutes has to be very enteriaining
because the public attention span is short.
Of course, it is important i {estivals lor there
1o be a good number of kites in the sky.as a
sort of “frame™ around the ceniral picture 1o
atiract viewers from a distance and to put a
“this 15 a kite festival™ stamp on
praceedings.

« "Awnthority”™ at kite festivals is
primarily the festival organiser, who has
bought the right to call the shots by taking
on onerous responsibility. Festival
organisers will usually be very well attuned
to sponsors interests which is as things
should be becausc only sponsors enable
festivals to occur. Closing the circle,
spectators by numbcr and enthusiasm justify
the sponsor’s investment. There arca rare
times when Kite fliers should act against the
festival organisers directions - when it is clear
that arganisers arc not optimising:
Speciator/sponsor inerest,

¢ The public dioes not usually appreciate
the fine accurate workmanship or other
characieristics by which kite makers judge
cach other but are impressed by bright

colours, movement, size and representational
effecis.

» Crashes and wild kite behaviour
generaly adds wo spectator enjoyment
whereas they are scen by kite fliers as
evidence ol bad Kites or bad kite fiving.

* Some kite fliers seff-rishicously
exhibit behaviour based on cavy and
Jealousy rather than aligaing themselves with
the needs of showmanship. By kite fliers

standards of course big kites are not
“betier” than small kites and those that get
media altention aren’t necessarily “better”
than those who work away guietly without
recognition but by the public’s values size
and media are King. -

» Por two and four line Hying, _
manoeuyres that impress judges at Kite flyer
competitions will not necessarily impress the
public. I have seen perfect synchronised
“anles” interproted as bad flving by the
CrowWa.

= A relevant observation vather than a
prineiple is that Testivals with good spectator
numbers but less than Tifty or 3o Kite flicrs
will often be impressively cooperative. with
atl fliers contributing unseifishly to optimise
the show, With higher numbers of kite fliers,
internal competition seems 10 rule and the
overall show relatively dewerioratcs,

» Another observation 15 that of course
egos get in the way at kitc festivals as in
every sphere of human activity, bulitis a
very good thing that we have egos because
thev drive us to do better. When kite
festivals are effected by ego driven disputes
between Kile [liers, the judgmeni eall is casy.
based on which “side™ is gelting the '
greatest ground swell of crowd support.

(rood festival organisation by way of field
layouts and program is the best way ©
mitigate kite flier disharmony and maximise
festival resulis. Of particular virme are
programs that list ali pessible “acts™ as 10 o
| 5 minute items but leaves the sequencing of
these acts (o be set hour by hour to fit
changing wind and weather conditions.

Actually, I have considerable svmpalhy, cven
agreement with some of those who have
besn enticising my festival activities. Tangle
and crash incidents are just an unavoidable
part of the cost and frustration of festival
pariicipation from my perspective but by any
other standards are just bad behaviour, Tam
certainly far from being the perfect person.

In contrast fo public kite festivals, kite flier
only cvents are quite a different matter,
Altfmugh also not without their pressures.
the ethics of flying at such cvents can and
should have guite a dilferent basis.

Feter Lynn
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The not so “Starving Horse” on tour!

Fort Worden Kite Retreat, and how to put on ome
stone (14 pounds ) in ten days! Janet and [ weren't
going to Fort Worden this year, and then Kon
Miller phoned o say that they had hired the house
thar we had stayed in the previous two years and
would we like to join them again this year? Lt took
us abouot two minutes to decide the answer was
ves, we are so weak-willed! The invitation this
vear also included Madge. who. to aur surprise,
also agreed to go, an answer that had not been

forthcoming on previous occasions.

3o, we drrive in Seattle on Wednesday Sth
March,lir be met by Ron, Marla & Don Mock,
with Ron & Marla's Daughrer & Son-in-Law plus
their two children, Quile a welcoming party but no
Super-Woman, where was she {Marla)? We soon
arrive at the Millers' house in Tacoma to unload
our eascs including two toasters! (that's another
story). Then it's off te Don & Jeanne Mock's for
dinner, We hadn't been the in States for two
hours, is this where the weight gain begins? Afier
a lovely evening at the Mock's we retire (o bed
with jei-lag setting in very quickly.

Thursday moming arrives and we are all still fired,
mecluding Ron & Marla. Marla cooks breakfast. {
end up with three egus. bacon, pancakes & toast.
I3 this where the weight gain begins? The
afternoon arrives and il's lime to leave for Fort
Worden, which is about two & half hours from
Tacoma. II' you saw the film "An Officerand a
Uentleman” you will know Fort Wordzn because
thal was where it was filmed. It's an old Naval
training base that has been turned into a State Park
& Conference Centre., OF course, on the wa v, we
siop Tor dinner, a dinner so big I couldn't finish it
all! Surely the weight gain didn’t start here?
Friday arrives, it's breakiast to start the day, the
food at the retreat is served canteen buffet style.
You can eat as much as you like, did the weight
gain start here?

The Kite Retreat commences, this year it had »
Japanese theme. Mr Masaaki Modegi and his
lovely wife, had orought over, fram his muscum
in Tokyo, some wonderful kites that were an
display in the classroom that the Japancse guesis
were using for their classes. Mr Hideo Matsutani
4 long-time, well respected kile makar in his 70's,
was there, showing his amazing skilt al puinting a
kite 1n aboul 5 minutes. If vou want o see one.
see me at our Festival, because I was Jucky
enongh to be given askin. I doubt whether | will
turn if into a Kite. It's good enough 1o be framed.
Also it the Jupanese party was Mrs Tokuko Sato.
o talented artist and kite maker, who is a master of
the kite making style of Northern Japan. Mr
Muodegi had also brought over a kite maker, whose
name escapes me. Untortunately, as he wasn'

booked to be at the event officially, T can't iook his
nagme up anywhere. This guy was demenstrating
the skili of splitting bamboo. | had 2 go and, much
to my surprise, managed to split a picee tirst tine!
l\lﬂt only was he great at the bamboo splitting he
also had a great sense of humour. lle spoke no
English. bul broke the jee when meeting people
like me (with a fal belly) by uckling it and, authe
same ome, geshing ike a child. Needless 1o say,
hewas as skinny a3 a rake! A paragraph without
f'od, the weight couldn't have gone on here! Ch!
but wait a tinuie, what abowt the cookies in the
hospitality room? Perhaps the weight did siar
increasing here, after all.

Janet took a class this year, not in kite making, but
i making kite jowellery, this interesting class was
condueted by Dawn Williams. T'he jewellery was
made by tracing a kitc design onto to heat shnnk
pla.stic then colouring it. Youthen place itin an
oven for about ten punutes. It reduces in size by
about 70%. This was quite amazing 1o wartch. |
had not scen this sor of jewellery making before.
1 will name a few of the olher kitemakers in
altenidance bul please forgive me for not
menlivmnyg them all. Jelf Howard, an expert at
indoor Kite flying, Kathy Goodwind, who owns
and runs "GOODWINDS® Kites { Kathy did a
class on stunt kite aking), BEd & Bonnie Wnght
ook a class on Paraloils, jon Burkhardt took a.
class in appligud. § will finish here but, in
clasing, will add thal Lhis is 2 superh event which
Janet and myscif wouldn't hesitate Lo atlend in the
future. The kindness and hospitality shown by
everyone we met makes you feel very welcome. 1
still can't understand where all of this cxtra weight
cdame from, or could it have been from the
wonderful meal we had at Sam & Ann Houston's
vn the meal at Bob & Gerri's or the meals that we
hyd at several restaurants in the week prior to
refurning home?

HAS ANYONE
GOT A GOOD
DIET
PLAN7?!!!

DAVID & JANET ROBINSON
(ot forgetting MADGE)

I

!
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Dates for Yyour Diary

13ik -"m"ﬂ '[}! & Warden Sf_nnr Hally

SEE T nen pon nn syl S0 O i i e s et g

27th Apnl o Stows (Gardens Festival, Buckingham

1Gth & 2fith Apnt - faemanon Kite Weekend, Chymnog Fawr, horth \‘a ales

BnlMay ___iKite Society Convention, Weumﬂdth

| e e S

- th & Sth May . Weymouti International Beach Kite }*esmal

:_!_chﬁaﬁiﬂﬂay . ;%1*—'1!1@@ Iaternational Kite teatwat-"_'z'_r?!&’f}_t& ____________
L iJthMay "Gra.nge}nfam School bete ' o WS _ - e
;Zﬁfh_Mﬁk_ R : Prospect Dhay, Pole Grond, ‘:-wmdon o ___________________'____ wsid

31sl May & 1st fune ,Basmgsmhe kite Festival
& Bihfane BathKitelestival

© Tth&Shlune  Marsam Park Kite Festival, South Wales

e Jobm Benlley School, Caine T ws
]fﬁth Jupe ______‘\Ei_ng:im School, Andover | W
dth &lﬁt_lg___iune TesumBridgge.Xene
bS5k june  Beach Fesrival, WestonSuperMare i
(15th June S Peie thoroughRaebestival __I____

‘21stJune ‘Bourton Hill School, Malmeshiry S )

5’2151 &22nd June __iSmJtim npton Kile Festiyal i

_28th & 29th June Wales Internationat Kite l'estival, Mon r[_'l_l:ii:'lﬂ't_"_____

Sth&Gwdly  FeworhKitelesival

' Sth & 6th July Shrewsbury Kite i*estrml L —
Sth & Gih July Washmﬂtﬂn Festival of the “m I
I2h&Iduly  BrghtonKilefestivd
; _l_E_?t_h___-_&_;_ZQ_l_l_:__j_u_T}* Golden Valley Kite Festival, Tcwkcqhun o __
20th uly Blackhéath Summer Kite Festival

Z7th July . Camelot Fliess Giant fTy-in, Honeydown Farm, Crewkeme

IEﬂd & 3rd Avgust !M‘.Idtllt‘ Wallap Kite Festival I

h &10th August  Tosom Bridge Kem e

A7 Augus - Coveniry KiteFestival e S _
Zrd  25th August Portsrm:auth Internalional Kite Fﬁtn al o F :

Gih&Tth September  BriwolInternational Kite Festival

20th & 2ist September  Caernarion Kite Weckend, Clynnog 1 ]':mr North Wales

| 2Bth Septemniber Old Witrden Autumn iRally N

All events are Jiable ko alteration or canceilation, please check with Meil ot Dave i
you intend to go. CGthers events are being booked weekly.
vv & denotes club workshop, ws/d denotes clab workshop and cimpiay
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And finally a note from the Editor.

Firstiy, a belated but heartfelt thank you 1o Dot Robotham who donated her late husband’s kites
to the Club. Howas o fanfastic sight o see his train of 108 kites flying at Barbury recenily,
FPhotographs huve been promised. | hope that we will be able to publish these later.

The calendar is filling up rapidiy. 50 it looks like another busy season ahead. Plans are well under
- way for this year's festival. Guests this year inclyde Strewch Tucker, Sunny Hummer (and his wife)
and Greg & Suc Clark il from the Stares and Marlin Eester, who is haping to atiend on Sunday.
We are not sure il Fritz is coming from Holland, Be is hoping to atiend but it is rossible that he will
be back from Japan in time. This year's evening “do” will be a Hog Roast followed by an
informal talk given by Stretch Tucker. There will be the usual raffle so any douations, 1o be used
for prizes, will be greatfully received. Events planned for this vear’s cvent include the record
attempt at Teddy dropping and the Rokkaku challenge for the Scouts and Guides, 1am told that
the Teddy Ivop equipment has been tested and that they are confident of breaking the record. |
hope you will all come along and suppart Vic Walker in his record attem pl. You never know you
mav pet on the ielevision!

Thauks 1o all of you who have supported Cowpat in the past  keep the articles coming!

| lavk forward to seeing vou at this vear's eveats, the more of vou that are willing o help the
caster it 1s for all of us.

Kite Flying Safety Tips

The NEVERS of Kite Flyiniy 1he Thingsto AVOID ¢

* Fly a Kilw in wet or stormy weather, Gy o keep vour kit » hiEoranys roads car parics raldeay lines o boilding

Hne dry = Aarhelds and lew Buiee aic peadTic kv,

* Pl u kile nese poweT les. s mission e, or v Alembers ol iy public., sianl Hvers phoase take cars!
AEFIER: . * Those kite eaking frees

* Hlva kit with wite i ana thine meiatbic in the boe, * Animals, ey can e trshrenod by kites.

* Tly a sivong pulicg X without weaing GLOVES, Howwindwr vevis Rites v 5ot reddly qrnie Ipale up high o jfe
+ lrave odd bits of flvisg s sle on the A vige site, sk, Just occaxionallv, o ap and sive them o Hide MR

* 177 2 kite a8 aves 200 fuat CANBLEASDE ANDTHOSE ONYER LINES

MRl fesavals may Tave U000 dlearanee ta th

Where the WHKF go to fly their kites

WIITLE HORSE EITE FLYERS fly at Barbury Castle Country Park, Wronghron, Swinden, Wilts
of the BECOND Sunday of sach manth

Will YOU be there?
Local WIHIKF contacts arc:

Ron Gunter on: (01793) 770784
Neil Harvey on: {D1285) 740295
Arvthur Dibble on: (111635) B&5976
and
Dave Robinson on: (01793) 824208

The COWPAT HILL Journal
Jourmal of the White Horse Kite Flyers
Editorial Team: Duve & Jane Jones
135 Bucklebury Close. Scratton St. Margaret, Swindon, SN3 441
Tel: 111793 823493
(b Subeeription: £6.00 {One year LK}
iinciuding posiage and kite flving insurance )

Whilsl cvery eare 1s Laken when o piling thas ioummal the WHEF cannr aeql
respanstlnlios fir say emrors ot omissions which mas oo
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