The Kenny Fund

Hi Kite friends

On behalf of the "Fund managers" we thank the WIIKF for the start to the fund of
£167.70 + the 20 Dm note from the Grimsals.

We have tried to contact Kenny by phone but all we got was a BT voicemail, so we
will write to him to sec if that gets through.

Oneg again a big ﬂ;aﬂk you to all for getting the fund off the ground, we have opened a
bank account so it is-in a good home..

Bless you all,
. Pat & Ron Kiteability.....




Dates fmf yeur Diary .

By Petworth Kits Day : '

1516July ' |Kennet Kits Festival WS, demﬂ&bears
|23 July = _IWmﬂ ghton Family Dav , Detzilslater

506 August | Middie Wallop | T lws |
13Aug |Blackwater Kite Festivai : | WS, demo & bears
120 Aug : Hengistbury Head Kite Festival  |'WS, demo & bears
120 Aug | Lackham College . i WS demo & bears
26/27/28 August | Portsmouth Kite Festival I e TN,

273 Sept | Bristol Kits Festival '
|9/17 Sept Dieppe ) S :

17 Sept Highworth Show © | WS & demo

24 Sent Hd Warden

Al events areliable 1o alteration or change, please check with Dave, Janet, Neil or
Arthur if you intend to go.

Stickability

I thought that the W.H.K.F. Club members might be interested in the following
write-up, regarding some excellent glue.

T lost track of how many times that this word was drummed into my brain, whilstT .
was growing up seventy odd years ago. In those days, it meant “keeping your nose

to the grindstonie in order that you complete the job in hand, w1th 8 Eauﬂfactm},'
result.

‘Sﬁﬂkﬂbﬂity' came to my aid recently, when I accidentally hroke the handle of my
Dyson cleaner. lmmediately expense sprang to my mind, but a friend came to the
rescue-withrhalf a tube of plastics glue.-Obviously, I was apprehensive of the
ultimate rosult, but it worked, T mean it really worked, and 1 have not had any
concern over the resuit.

My friend could not remember from where he had obtained this glué, and after
many t:nquiries including the net, I have found a source. Obviously, any order to

them would incur the normal posting and packing cha:ge this cen be arranged by
the supplier, address below,

Two months ago, I made a box size approximately 5ft x 18in x 10in, cormplete with
a lid, using plastic sheeting obtained from a Sign Company. The sheets were 1/4in
thick and glued on the edges supported by a previously glued strip of plastic
sheeting to aid the positioning of the sides, see sketch attached.

The box, when completed, was left in the open to test weathering for two days, then
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“earricd on my roofrack for three days, whilss containing eight pieces of 4fibin x
3in x 2in timber. The box has stood the test. It is light, durable and waterproof
and the glue stood the rest, because [ canmot find any scparation anywhere on the
hox. As the sheeting was originally white, I have used black matt paint to cover it,
finally using two coats of vamish.

The glue is “Bison” Hard Plastics Glug, available in tubes, £2.20 per tube from:-
W E. Dayman and Sons, D.1Y. Shop, 103 King Richards Road, Leicester.
\A It is advisabie 10 glue the strengihening insert
] before glueing the side to the base.

|
. This system can also be used for the top corpers,
: Side  where sides are joined together,

Strengthening Base or Top
7 insert

)
|

=
-t

Incidentally, four modelling clubs have published this glue in their magazines, 50
obvicusly I am not the only one satisfied.

Leslie W™ Gillman.

Homing Kite's 16-mile Flight.
Daily Echo (04.05.00) -
article by Rachael Garnett

As coincidences go, 1L takes somc beating.

Margaret Waddicor was left stunned when a kite last seen flying off into the blue
vander 16 miles away at Stongy Cross was found caught up in her neighbour’s tree
back in Hayes Close, Colehill.

On rescuing the 6ft-wide flver, kite enthusiast Margaret was astonished to find it

WHEFE Cowpat Hill Toly - Seplember 2000 Page 3



was completely intact with its string stil) aftached

She said: “We were retuming home from Stoney Cross and as we drove towards
the house we could sec it and we just roared w ith Jaughier - we couldn 't helieve it”

The unique handmade Delta kite featuring a red dragon belongs to Margaret s
hrother Bill Dykes, who had been visiting for the weekend with his wite Ruse.

Fogether with Margaret’s friend, Babs Doswell, the four went to Stongy Cross for a
last-minute kite~-tlying session on Monday | be fore Rill and Rose returned home to
Hemel Hempstesd., Herts.

Bals. of Merley, who had never flown a kile before. was given the red dragon o
hold but as the wind whipped up and the kite climbed higher. she took her hand off
the speol as she went to grab the siring.

She Said: “Therc was a strong gust and 1t just wok off at a rate of knots across the
fiold with Rill rupping after it. He was gone a Jong time looking for it but it had
vanished.,

Margaret and | drove back through the New Torest hoping to find 11;, but nothing,
and as we got near Margaret’s house we could see a kite i the sky ™

-

=

She added: “1'm just shell shocked by the whols thing.
After getting the bioculars out the pair reslised it was the red dragon ki and winf
1 search of ithe tree it was stuck in 10 Temeve 1L

Margarct saic 1 just can’t believe the chance of I happening, | rar‘g ny brother
up and told him and he -
thought | was winding him
up

Just think it could have
gone anvwhere or hit
_power cables but 1t missed
evervthbing and landed m
my road.”
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WHKF on the telly

Hi all just a little something that mite interested you when we were at Stawe on the
Sunday a film crew from Channel Five came a long and put some of us on film.

I know they did a general look round, but they also filmed the stunt team and the
teddies.

And just for fun we lifted one of their caméras to' 1504t (vou should have seen the
look on the director’s face). T think he was happier when it came back down, so was
I when he rold me it was worth about £4000. But anyway, the young lady in charge
said 1t would be on soon in June some time and agreed to e-mail the chub when this
wiii take place. If we know befare Cow pat is printed we will put it in, if not L am
sute Peie Dawson will put it on the web site for those who can get it. If vou really
want it let me have your phone number and-I'will ring vou, mine is 01793 706516,

See you all soon

Pete Willis

Hi Al

Thuught you rmt,ht like to knuw that the Brighton Kite Festival website at:
| 5/ has ]ust been updated with infe re our

Festival 2000,

The site now also includes additional content, new refined page navigation functions
and has a new overall style. Please feel free to include a link fo it from vour website
(if you have one).

We hope you like it!

Ciaodnow...

Toody & Mik



Robinson’'s Ramblings

I keep pinching myself, was the sun really shining all week-end at our festival. 1
don’t believe it, but Janet keeps teiling me it was true! It was hot on Saturday
without much wind, so the socialising was fantastic! Strange how there wasn’t any
wind during the day and then it picks up at about 10 o’clock at night, this
culminated in the best night fly ever, at Swindon, According to those who ook
part. Mad John, from the British Buggy Club, seemed to be enjoying himseli
buggying up & down the runway. showing off his Buggy. With full independent
suspension, I’'m not into buggying (with a figure like mine I would spend all day
getting in and out of the thing!!!) but Mad John’s machine is a beautiful looking
pizce of equipment.

Of course the other feature of Sarurday, was that Marla Miller, the wife of our
American Representative, Ron. Asked if she could introduce the Fort Worden style
rallle to our event. As she is the World's best "Ticket Chick" we agreed! I'm glad
we did. It turned our raffle into a fantastic success. Tracy Willis did a wonderful
job last year, in raising over £200. But with the new style raffle, and Marla’s
persistence, and the help of Tracy and Co. We made nearly £500. All T can say is
well done! And of course thanks to evervone for their donations. The raille was our
biggest "Moneymaker" this year! To have sun on the Saturday and then wake up Lo
see it still shining on Sunday. With the added bonus, of the wind blowing gently,
across the site, was more than we have become accustomed to, al our festival, |
think we can safely sav that this was the BEST Festival since our move fo
Wroughton. | would like to thank all of our members for helping towards this,
especially all of those who work at getting the site ready, and breaking 1t down at
the end. T would also like to thank our guests and members of visiting clubs.

I'hat’s enough about the festival, one of my other hobbies is scouring second-hand
book shops for old kite books. 1 réceritly had a very good find: It’s simply called
"Flying Kites" written by James Wagenvoord, it was published in the USA in 1969.
It’s an e¢xcellent book, mainly about the History of kites, with 12 classic kite
designs. The main reason for me mentioning this book, is the Preface; it sums up
kite flying, for me!

“Kitcs & kitcflvers have a history, but it isn’t purely chronological. Although
people have been [lying kites for more than three thousand years, each new year
contains all of the elements of all time.

No kite as ever been made obsolete, and the basic kite, two sticks and a light fabric
covering, continues to be sent up at the end of a string. The experience, the
frustration of trying 1o make something fly, and the sheer fun of succeeding,
remains fresh and successfully resists sophistication and posturing.

Adults tend to deal conversationally with kites in terms of children’s fun. But every



vear when the weather is warm and the wind is soft, millivns of ¢hildren discover,
while watching grown-ups, that the bigger and older one is, the easier it is to keep a
hand on the kite string.

The book is about a number of people of all ages, imterests, and directions who have
at least two things in common. They like kites and they share a broad smile. When
they send their kites up in search of the wind, they give nearly every person whose
eyes spot the kites floating in the sky. a brief return to a much simpler ime: A time
‘when it wasn't considered necessary to be conscious or apologetic about fun. It's
difficult to be self-conscious when your eves are fixed on a kite moving with the
wind and the sky. IU’s a lot casier just to let a smile happen.”

David Robinson

"One Sky One World" events?

Dear Fellow Kite-Flyer,
I'd appreciate you taking the time fo read this.

You'll probably have seen my letier in "The Kiteflier" (page 9, April edition) -
regarding my desire o collect / collate / provide, UK "One bk} One World" event
information via the web. :

Take a look at my websitc:
www.jims-place.org. uk lo see what's been achicved so far,

This is a genuine, voluntary, attempt, to provide what I believe to be a much needed
service, to hoth fliers and OSOW event organisers (and done with the blessing of
Jane Parker-Ambrose, in the US).

I've received positive responses from fliers, but unfortunately event details are
slower in coming.

[ was asked just vesterday, if I knew of an event being run in Wales? I'll bet there
15, but had to admit, "I don't know".

So if you, or someone you know, are/is planning an OSOW event - pleasc supplj}
me with details as soon as practicable, along with a contact email add and/or phone

no - a bit of free publicity for the event, if nothing else!

If you intend running an event, but haven't sorted things yet, give me what vou



have and send the finalised details later - I'really don't mind how often | have to
update the site,

Also send any available results / totals from last year's events, I'd like 1o be able to
provide those too. All correspondence will receive u prompt reply.

Forward this mail to any fliers you know, or print it out and pass on to anyone not
"on-line" who may be involved in UK OSOW events. T need all the publicity [ can
get 1o make this work! Information can be faxed to me on (024) 7633 8979 for
therse without access 1o the net, | -

If you have a kite-related website, please consider a link to mine - 11 happily
reciprocate. If you'd rather link directly to my OSQW pages www.jims-place.nel
will bypass the rest of the site - and it's easier to remember,

Please send OSOW information to gsow@jims-place.org.uk - anything else, just
reply io this mail (it makes my mailbox ‘casier {0 organise).

In closing, may I thank you for your time, and assure you that 1 won't bother you
again.

If sufficient responses arc not forthcoming by October - ['ll have to assume that my
services are not wanted. will serap the idea, delete the pages from the site and go
back to quietly flying kites. If'1 got a decent response, on the other hand - I'l do
my best to provide a useful, efficient service to fliers - as I believe this cause
deserves.

It's up to you.............
Thanks again.

Jim Cronin
(Coventry)

Improved opening reliability

For some years 1 have found that, particularly after the winter hibernation, some
Bears are reluctant to open their ‘chutes, resulting in the dreaded "Roman Candle”.
There seem to be two major factors. The first is the canopy stiffens up unless used -
regularty so refuses to deploy on the first few atternpts of the new season. This is
casily overcome by giving each ‘chute a good shake out before first use and then
repacking tidily.

The second probiem is caused by rusting of the evelets on the pack stopping the



closure loop slipping through. This can be remedicd by replacing the eyelets and the
loop but this can be a lengthy job especially it you have a large number of packed
‘chutes which we all like to use. To get around this problem 1 have started replacing
the fixed loop on the pack with a further eyelet and forming a loop in an extended
static line. By judicial setting of the position of this loop and length of the line,
when the bear drops it will first pull the closing pin and then put its full weight on
to pulling the loop out of the pack before pulling the ‘chute from its tube. I have
also done this successfutly with the release line through the centre of the ‘chute
rather than the tube packed method. This has proved se reliable and popular with
the bears that in the future [ shall be using it on all my new packs,

Arthur
M{ﬁbrds from Willis

Well, here we are again into another busy vear of shows. Started with Farmer Giles
al the beginning of April, which was a good test for the new lifting rig that Arthur
made me and a nice day out to start the vear, Next on to one at Salisbury but the
less said the better! If you were there you would know! And then Weymouth, Well
the best-laid plans never wark. We were going down on Thursday and going to stay
till Monday but after Tracy’s brother sprang a wedding on us on the Friday we had
to change it to a one day visit, on the Sunday. But a good day was had and ii was
nice to catch up with some old faces and make some new friends.

And then to Stowe, this time the plans went well. We left on Friday night after
work, had pitched the tent by 8.00pm and then had few drinks, a chat and so to bed.
Saturday morning started with a W.H.K F breakfast, a good wind and the sun was
shining,.

] set up the teddy rig with my new Mega Delta and started dropping. We dropped
and dropped and dropped. If it hadn’t been for an afternoon display by the stunt
team we would have been there all day. The same was going on in the workshop.
So it was a well-earned rest and fry up that night. After some good night flying it
was off to bed! Sunday came all too soon, and was just as nice as the day before.
As the day before, all that were there worked as hard again in the workshop and
again we dropped bears all day. A great day was had by all, just had to pack up
rope, tents and set off home. (Thanks to Don and Di for bringing the rest of the
family up on Sunday). Then on to Swindon’s long weekend, Thursday putting out
the road signs and then Friday for the usvally thing work, work and more work then
down the pub!

Saturday came and, at first. I thought we were going to fly with fog lights on but it
cleared up and a nice day followed minus the wind but a good day was had and an
even better evening (and J still have not got my hands on the sweatshiris) with a
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good night fiy. Sunday was a bit better, at least some kite flews and the sun was
shining.

Afler a good day it was time to pack up and go home till Monday and then down
with the signs and up to help Neil and the other Pete clear up. That was Swindon:
for this year. I would just like to add my thanks to all who helped manually and
behind the scenes betore and afier the weekend (what are we doing next year?)

Then a weekend off for me, I thought (nearly - helped Jane & Dave at a school
workshop) the Club went north and 1 was at a 60th party.

And so to this weekend first scout camp teddy dropping 200 I think I lost count and
then we were going to Bath but had a ride to Tewkesbury instead to fly and meet
some new laces and that’s about it at this time but with Basingstoke and the rest of
the vear’s shows and festivals to come there’s a lot more fun to be bad. See you all
so0n somewhere around.

Pete Willis

Hi Folks

O.K. I adimit this is a bit of a junk mail, I'm not one to hassle everyone | know in
the UK over a crazy idea, but this ‘could’ be a nice 1deal

What am I rambling on about? ['ve heard a number of people mention that
“wouldn't it be a nice idea for a newsgroup for just the UK flying scene”, well, T've
opened one!lll it's e-mail based (ke alt-kites i you've seen it) so you e-mail the
site and it mails everyone on the list, but the site can also hold diary dates,
questionnaires, and documents.

Do log on to the sitc and have a play, 1 mtend not to moderate the site 1f ! can help
iti Perhaps that should be the first discussion? :

ITave a look see, tell me if it's worth a go.’

Peter Dawson -



The Wind

As my dog and 1 walked on our regular walks across the hilly fields near our home,
we have often had to contend with the wind, Of course there are times when [ love
the wind on the hills, because | am a kite addict, and it is the adjustments that kite
[ving requires that made me think about the wind. Semeiimes the wind is lLight,
therefore larger kites cannot be flown, and sometimes the wind is so strong that Kite
flying is impossible. These thoughts made me think also of how our lives are like
the wind, as the following words will explain,

Grief is like the wind. When it is blowing hard, you adjust your sails and run
before it. If it blows too hard vou stay i harbour, ¢lose the hatches and do not take
any calls. When it 1s gentle you go sailing, have a picnic or take a swim. I know
how the winds of mourning can blow hard and long, and never entirely die. All we
can do i5 be grateful for the days when the breeze is gentle and pray that as the
years pass, these will be more frequent than the storms.

When I am enjoying the “tranquility of the hill”, with my dog siceping by the kite
bag, I can become quite lost in their union of myself and the kite, joined by the thin
lines. Sometimes [ can be there all afternoen and not see anyone, but as [ had
finished packing the kite one day last year [ marvelled at the setting sun.

From the hilltop I had a spectacular view of the sun going down, in all its fiery
glory, reaching oul right across the sky. As the dusk began to gather about us |
began o think of those for whom the dav had ended and wished them “a quiet
night’s rest”. Looking in the divection of the setting sun, now just a glow across the
horizon, I prayed that those for whom the day was now beginning would have their
dreams fulfilled.

Maybe vou too would like to pause and give them a thought.
Happy memories are pictures, that you can hold
To help you through a weary day, when you are growing old.
So, whenever you feel lonely, or your thoughts are filled with sadness,

Reach for some happy memory, to replace your gloom with gladness,

“ some lives, like evening primroses,
blessom most beautifully late in life's day”.

The Old Man



Skychat

Well here we are halfway through the season and going on at a fair rate of knots,
We have been fairly lucky with the weather m spite of the poor summer. OQur own
Festival was fine, but could have done with a bit more wind. Least it was not
"SWIMDON" for a change. Many thanks to all of you that helped over the Festival
in all vour various wavs. Many hands make |ight work. I must mention Marla and
her hand of helpers on the raffle and to 2ll those of you who donated prizes. It was
the best raffle yetl, can we do better? To those that were not ‘Marlaized’ how did
you escape? The sad thing about Our Festival was that Madge missed it. Honestly
going into hospital just to get out of buying rafile tickets. Still it’s great to know
that you are now feeling better, but not quite up to coming out to the meetings yet!
We miss yoiL

The weekend after our festival we had Cleethorpes. Woooow!!! What a workshop,
talking mbout working non-stop in a sweatshop, that’s nothing after Cleethorpes.
Owver the weekend we made over a thousand kites, green tadpoles evervwhere. We
even had Doug Jones, Martin Croxton and Phil Searfe helping on Sunday moming
to get enough bits and pieces fo last the day out. Again Ron and Marla Miller did -
sterling work (or should we say dollar work) helping inside and out. They also
enjoyed the Fish and Chips at ‘Beckeits’ and want to do Cleethorpes Again! Ts there
no limit to endurance of pain they can take?

The pace slowed a little after Clecthorpes, but only just. Workshops this year seem
to be going from strength to strength, more and more kites being made and flying.
Just as Dave K was worried earlier in the vear ithat bookings were light, his phone
Just does not stop ringing and we are having to sav no to some organizers because
we arc alrcady booked. Mind some people ring up literally a few days before the
event. Others ate booking us up for next vear already.

As always we can do with more help with workshops and the more helping hands
means that some of us could fly kites now and again, even if it was for a short time,
Still the best comment for a long time came from Dave R the other day at Barbury
when talking about EMI Family Day wanting us to fly in their car park and he said

“We can’t [ly in the car park” when somebody said, “Why not you do it up here?”
Poor old Dave ciﬂbbered agair,

T must congratulate all those of you with your newly-made kites. There is a wealth
of talent out there, just keep 1t coming out and astounding us,

1 bave rabbited on long enough for this issue and before you all drop off to sleep, 1
will wish you tight lines and clean winds.

Neil
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Kennet Valley Festival

- At last it has happened. A festival with sun and wind, well at least on Saturday and
on Sunday enough to keep the multi-liners flying even if it proved difficult for
those of us stupid enough to want to fly hig kiteq or lift Teddy Bears.

Saturday started l:rft w1t11 bright sun over the excellent site at Henwick Field and
having said good moming and reeeived the vsual mnsults from Mr Harvey I stacked
a pair of mega-deltas at about 400ft, which lifted the teddy gear very well and
during the day we easily lifted Pete’s large Pooh with packed 3m “chute on several
OCCAasIons.

(nce setting up was complete it was time for bacon roll and cofiee. Have you cver
scen a frying pan that big? Then it’s more verbal abuse, this time from Georgc
because [ had been mdcpmdtnt and brovght my own coffee: but one gets used io it.
Lunch was taken at the Mexican food wagon and washed down with a nice cold
shandy from the beer tent and an hour later pudding was one of George’s best,

In hﬂtween all this food we did actually find time to pana-:hute some poor
unsuspecting fauna and were embarrassed when a 6 vear old pointed out that the

cerificates had a spelling mistake, so now Neil can’t say it and Dave T. can't spell
-i{- T!‘ln b i i | mlj.lm lﬂi}l}" pl{!r’l.ﬂl 1.1r11;111 'll.i‘.l'\ [‘1};‘1 "'-I"‘i.l':l m:rn.nhr .I"]TEHD ]"I.'I"ri' ARFE hﬂf‘! ﬂ‘s}

W
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reports of injury this time.

As I live very close I did not stop for the evening bash but hear it was good fun but
no wind for flying, unless you were n the work-shop teni.

Sunday the wind was much lighter so we set up the pole for the teddies and dropped
about 10{} during the day, each one going twice so once again the Club’s investment
in this piece of kit proved well worth while.

The work-shop did roaring trade both days once the smoke had cleared from Neil’s
breakiust and although I do not have tigares for how many sleds were built the sky
seemed to [ill up with them as usual including a stack of 3 and some at very high
altitude which must have meant an extra number of lings being purchased.

All in all a very enjoyablc fustwal S0 thanks to Kennet for ali the hard work they
put in to make it s0 good.

Arthur



A final note from the Editors | e el

The time has come to say goodbye, well almost, the next issue will be out last, We really
do not have the time any more. We have enjoyed our siinf in charge and hope we hand
over the magazine in better shape then we received it. Not even Marla will persuade us
to change our mind. Thanks to all members who have supported us over the years,
especially Arthur Dibble, : :

dajjmj@tesco.net

ite Flying Safety Tips

The NEVERS of Kite Flving :

* Flyakite in wet or stormiy westher, try to keep - * Motorways, roads, car parks waibway lines or
wour kile Tine dry buildings.

* By a ik near power lines. tiasmisgion towers or * Adrfields and low flyiug sinimfTic patemns.
Rerials. ; i - * Mumbers of the public. | stunt Myers please take
= Fly s hise with witt or anything metallic in the carel Bl

LS s * Thusekite eating trecs.

¢ by 2 atrong pulling kite without wearing = Animals, they van be frightened by kites, .
G LVER Kevusribe .. your Kifes can get really guite lonsiup
® Leave odd hits of fving line eicon the Nuing site, High in the shy, pusl eocarionally, Lok iy aed give

* iy a kite ar over 200 foat®. therma Title SR i
*iite testivals muy have CLA AL clearance 1 Tly

higher,... ASKI

- Where 'rheWHKF go 1;n fiy their k-ﬁes |

WHITE HORSE KITETLY RS fly at Barbury Castle Coutitry Park, Wroughton, Swindon, Wills on the .
SECOND Sunday of each month '
Will YOU be there?

__ Local WHKF contacts arc:

Neil Harvey on: (01285) 740295
Arthur Dibble on: (01635) 865976
DDave Robinsen on: ((1793) §24208
and
Lynn & Brian Simpson on: (01793) 845346

COWPAT HILL
Journal of the White Horse Kite Fiyers
Editorisl Team: Dave & Jane Jones
15 Bucklebury Close, Stratton St. Margaret, Swindon, SN3 41H
Tel: G1793 823493
Club Subscription; £3.00 (One year LK)
(including postage and kite flying insurance)

Whilst every care is taken when comapiling this journal the WHKF capnat accept responsibility for any
£1TCLS OF omissions which may occur. _
The views in this magazine are not necessarily the views of the Editor or WHKF



