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PRIVATE SKY

Oops Factor No. 1.

Well, vou should oll have read the last issue of
COWPAT, did you notice the 'Back To The Future'
date mess? yep, | gave all the dutes a5 JUNE when
they shoald have been MAY.. sorrv!

Oops Factor No. 2.

Ok, I'm sorry. In the last issue of COWPAT | asked
where all that writlen copy was, well, [ found it on op
of Barbury Caste on the Sanday fly-in. Martin handed
me over a thousand words and Neil pave me aboat
another S0, Thapks w0 you both, you'll see the resulis
In this; and following issues,

Abouat Those 500 Words On Kites

I you were ihinking of sending in some wrillen copy
o COWPAT, 5K wunds is just over & quarter of one
ﬂimﬁcmlumm.ﬁngﬂumhntngul Now, has
anyone 201 a repart from Poole/Manchester Festvals?

i Sl ml

Bridle Path

A few months ago we made 4 small 4' x 5 Paraiodl, mo
amoinl of wind made any ditference, {1 fust wouldn't
Ty At work the other day [ was looking through the
David Pelham book of KITES when 1 saw the answer
i the Paratoil's problem?! Simply that | hadn't set 1he
bridles. lines a1 the. comect angle Getting home tha
night the parafoil was recovered from under the staims,
the dus! blrwn ol und & new bridle set put on. With 3
sirong wind blowing | ok the Blue and Orange
Parafodl out onto the field and after months of
frustration | waiched it fy for the (st lime. magic!
{2k, now, where's all the Ripstop for that big ONE! -
Ed.

Junc Fly-In

A steady wind on Sundiy 10th Jone saw large numbers
of kites [lying on the castle site, Ron had his Parafoil
fiying, Martin also had his large Parafoil up (see later),
Dowg walked his Deha and camera rig round the
Castle mound taking photographs, me with my re-

bridled small Perafoll and Sled and David and Neil
with their Snowilakes. A friend of mine Alan Leather
came down from Bicester with his [amily fying &
selection of home made kiles. a small Hexagon giving
@ real pall! Diadid Tombinson had his (oow mch
shortened) Mulii-Flare: up and dropped his small
Mookie Bear from @t wsing one of Vic Walkers
parachuies,

That Warm! [t's Turned... Again!

David and Janet Robinson have made Martin a new
worm, The last one was a hupdred feel long, the new
one is TWO hundred feet long with 8 15 diameter!
Martin pul his winged Box Kie up and we put the new
tube on- aboul one hundred feer below the Kite, below
thit we put the one hundred foot (ube This
combination fiew for most of the afternoon a1 aboul a
thousand feet above the Castle. the two tobes booked
|ust like small wails fMying rom that height! Well done
David and JaneL

How It All Started
By Martin Croxion

kate flying reaily started for me back in 1980, it was
then that | saw the Mettoy “Barnsiormer’ Kite in a
mudel shop (B two line plastic job, load of rubbish
Feslly) | must have boen the Ot victum of “MMad Cow
Dhiscase’ 10 have bought it (no, the second, | boughi
one a5 well! - Ed), seriousty, | was only 12 a1 the time.
That same sfternocon | ook it o Horsenden Hill,
which 15 tmly 5 minutes (rom my howse and iled 1o fy
0 DA Lo i avadl,

[t was then that an ol chap (who 1 later named the
‘Colonel' because of his millary manner) started
talking 1o me. This small man marched across the top
of the hill, pulfing his pipe and burking out orders (o
the amateur Kite Diers, it was then that | knew 1 was in
the presence of an expert! Apan from giving me the
history of the Second Workd War in graphic detail he
abo found time 10 el me about & kite shop |n Covent
garden. [ was later (o pay this s10re a visit,

! ended up buying a small Delia, plus various books
and [ also found ot about & kit festival being held in
Milion keynes (yes, there really & grass in Milon
Keynes), The kite festival at the Bowl was a grean

Rumember, when oul Oying your mmmwwymmismmﬁmhnﬂy up there! .
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WATCH THOSE POWER LINES! |

success which | thorooghly enjoved, and | was hooked
from then on!

Since that time ['veé soguired over 30 kites. of assored
shapes and siees, some made, some bought,. Thesc
kites range. from a 1° Indian Fightung K up to.a 20
Muin Lifting Parafoll. (Mind you, | hive ver w beat
Vics 3 footer! ). Maruin, jusi 4 thought here, | assume
we're talking about his Kite? - Ed.

Obviously with the larger kites great care 5 needed,
espectilly with the anchoring of these “Monsters, this |
fipund Out 1o my cost, the hard way 5 years ago? 'd just
peguired a very larpe |4 5 |47 Stramsconp and thought
it would be & pond wen 10 have a go at flving in. With
the help of 4 friend we wok the Kie op w0 Parliament
Hill in Hampsiead, We unrolled the kie and got it
inflated, then hitiched the ope up o the bridal poin
(that's the rechnical stufl over with) we then ted the
rope o a nearby park bench which appeared w be
firmly located in the ground and let the kie go. Aller
phout 15 minuees of swinging on the copse and pensral
missing aboul we noticed one end of the bench had
started o move, but we thoughe i was well concresed
in S0 didn't worry about i1, how WIOng we were.. Iwo
minuies wenl by and the park bench, compiete witl
iwo hundred pounds of concrete astached came (lving
oul of the ground and stared heading owards the
trees with the kite stll attached and wowing! Lockily
ihe kite definted before hitting the treds and the bench
landed at the bottom of the hill. As you can imagine
there wasn't much lefi of the bench!! Fortunately there
wasq'l many people abouws at ihe time!!

And 1o prove the last poinl, jusi coe what our Martin
gets up to with his Straascoop 7 i the next Bsue Of
COWPAT®

WHIE HORSE HOOLIGANST
A Leter from Alan Leather

| worck in the mext offced o this gy called Richard
EverciL (Who me? - Edy He Mies kites you know!
Working where | do, I you didn't Know vou'd have (o
be dead. Anyway, fe caught me off peard one day, |
didn'l mansge 10 escape ov of the office when he
came in. He bullied me into making 2 coupie of kites
(five 10 be exact) and Kept going on aboul this bunch
of people calied the White Horse Fliers and a place
cilled Barbury sométhing or other. (Sounded like s
bunch of hooligans [rom the kocal pub w me, and
someons that | shoold awold at all costs.) Healising

that | was in serious danger of having (0 make an
appearance | began formulating excuses in my mind.
You know, things like “The car broke down.,” “The
meother in-laws (1. or "The cats had Kittens...", buc e
wasn'l easy 10 keep it up. You lot only see him once 2
meonth, 1 see the little b-—-1 every day! 50, on Sunday
I0th June, the wile and | packed up the car with kids,
butties, wellies, waterprools; tovs, sick buckets, kitchen
sink, ind oh yes, the Kites, those were packed 100, and
off we went. An hour and gallons of petrol later we
distovered why you call it "COWPAT HILL'. (I think |
now know what i taste like! I'm sure Richard will
enlighten you on that @swy subject.) My tatry littde Bin
Bag kites actually few and 1 was chuffed to bits. The
sun seorched my face so it glowed like a pillar box
ithough not as much as Richerd's), amd it cost me
anciher tenner for bits and picces 0 make some
proper kies. The wife, kids and T had a grest day out,
you gave us help, sdvice and encoursgement and we
werne mode 10 feel very welcoms, thank yowa for that
(thanks also o those who sve my litthe gicl & seat 10
take fony winks in when the poing got really tough!).
You're a friendly bunch of people and we afl hope w
#e¢ more of you when we can. Thank yoo all for
misking our 4oy oul' s preat one!

P5. Just a thought, Have you ever asked yourselves
why those cows spend most of their time at the bottom

itl ihe hill?

Articles For COWPAT HILL®

The editor would be pleased 1o see articles for possible
publication in COWPAT. Fints, comments, plans even
the odd moan! we'll ry 10 make use of whalever you
s:nd! See Ron on the Second Sunday orsend it oz

Richard Everatt e e

115 Waltcrbush Road, e
Chipping Norton, ',

Oxon OX7 SDQ. £irt 3

o, Or Telepbone: 0608 641716 [ | =0
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