





Trath, or a Ratiling
Good Yarm?.........

if Jean Roberts is correct in her assertion
that §.F. Cody was not born in Birdville,
Texas, but Davenport, Iowa, some six
years after the date most commonly
given, where docs this leave the story of
his early life as told in the Broomfield
book “Pioncer of the Air” and the Gould
[ee book “The Flying Cathedral™?

Is Cody’s early life now to be regarded as
Apocryphal Tales or What? Similarly, if
Cody is now known to be some six years
younger than we always thought, why
was he referred to as Papa or Daddy
Cody by his Aviation contemporaries as
stated by Tommy Sopwith?

Even stranger, if Jean’s assertion is
correct, was the relationship and
subsequent marriage of Cody to Leyla.
According to Jean, Cody arrived in the
UJ.K. in 1890, which means he was 23
and Leyla was 38, quite an age
difference!

In this Day and Age, nobody bats an
Eyelid at a Toyboy relationship, but back
then, it must have raised yuite a few
Eyebrows unless, that is, there were a
few Porkies being told. FEven more
remarkable is the manner in which Leyla
took to doing the things credited to her in
the above Books, on seemingly equal
terms to her Hubby. Leyla was obviously
very much one of a kind.

Also prominent in the Life story of our
Hero were the children of the Marriage.
Ranging in account from the above Books
to being Cody’s, yet in the B.B.C. Video
it was stated that they were from an
carlier marriage of Leyla’s. So what is
the truth? Do we have descendants of
‘Cody by blood or just by marriage?

‘Why, you may ask, do 1 need answers to

these questions? Is it strange to want to
know the truth about Cody’s early ycars?
I think not, for everything he and his
family did post 1890 was so well
documented, it would surely be a great
pity if accounts of his early years were
proved to be false. Besides if, as Jean
says, he wasn’t a Texan but an fowan,
then surely the Town or City of
Davenport would want to claim him as
their own.

I myself have a tiny vested interest in
knowing the actual date of Cody’s birth.
Was it the 6th or 7th of March? Does
anyone know for certain?

John the B.C.F. Barker

Sky Chat

Just a short note to wish you all a Happy
New Year and thank you to all of you
who sent Sue and I Christmas cards. I'm
afraid that our card list is over 200 now
and there is a limit to the budget. Many
thanks to all those that braved the
elemenis on Sunday [0th December at an
uncarthly hour to no avail. I must thank
Lynne and Brian for their hospitality and
NOGSH, and hope that their health eic. is
better in 1996.

MNeil,

Hobinson’s Ramblings

Best explanation of an anorak that I have
ever heard was from Paul Jones, ex
Manfred Mann, on his Radio 2 Rhythm
and Blues programme:- -

“An anorak is a person who is an expert
in a subject that you are not interested
in”.
Doesn’t sound so bad when it’s explained
like that!

Dave Robinson
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Dates for your Diary
(kindly provided by Kiteability)

April 7th Blackheath

May 5/6th Weymouth

May 11/12th Swindon

May 18/19th Southampion

June 8/9th Isle of Wight

June 8/9th Margam Park, Wales

July 6/7th Shrewsbury

July 6/7th Washington

July 7th Petworth

July 13/14th Brighton

Aug 24/25/26th Portsmouth

Aug 3ist/Sept Ist Canterbury

Sept 7/8th Bristol

Oct 13th One Sky one world,
Barbury

Details are correct as far as we know, but
they may be subject to change.

If you are interested in any of these events
ring Neil Harvey or David Robinson for more
details.

Hostilily al idts besi

We know what he was up to. Clocking the
Flying Site from half a mile away
through Binoculars, waiching
Neil and some half-baked Idiot
struggling to erect the amazing
Zip-up Hostility Suite MK 1I,

don’t know that the silly sod has just
chucked a Pound of lard into the Frying
Pan, ‘cos he’s well into healthy cooking. Oi!
someone says, we have cooking cil. Oh
yeah, Castrol or Valvoline, look Mush, [ ain’t
one of yer politically correct cooks shouts
the Mug, you’ll have a Greaseburger or lump
it. besides 1 ain’t done me famous Teas with
an Oil Slick floating on the top yet, so
you’'ve got bugger all to moan about.

All I want to know is what’s wrong with a
Cuppa Char that looks as if the Exxon
Vaidez has just done a whoopsie in the
Teapot, a perfect complement to waiching
the ever expanding Green Blizzard gobble
up the Flying Site. No Mrs Lady, they don’t
need Batteries and they’'re only a Nicker
each and never mind what that Po-Faced
geezer just said, the Fun is included in the
Price.

Some wag shouts, “Gordon Bennett, let’s
stand upwind of the Mug ‘cos he don't arf
Pen and Ink a bit”. Oi! shouts the Mug,
conscious that the Pong of Greaseburger and
Bumt Lard is overwhelning his B.O. and it’s
all going critical, let alone Pearshaped, Joo
want Grease with your Greaseburger, or are
you gonna give mc a load of [lannel about
coming to a Kite Fest to Fly Kites. IHa!
you’il get yourself talked
about.

Well, burnt Grease or not they
ate every bit, some were even

ready tor the most apposite time
to arrive in a sceming Lather,
gasping out the well worn
phrase “We couldn’t find the
site”, Yes., we know what you

mopping the Communal plate
{note that) with bits of Bread.
Everyone said il was a good
day. Even the Mug was quite
content as he wended and

1 wafted? no stank his way

were up to, GER’'CHA' [

Never mind, 'cos soon it’s time for the Green
Blizzard to start, the heart of most Starving
Horse Persuasion Thrashes. A cook, a cook,
we need a cook, schh, we've found a Mug,
who soon is moaning loud, you ain’t got this
and you ain't got that. Holy cow, it’s time
for the Jan Pouller Procurement Division of
the Starving Horse 10 swing info action, as
it’s a right §*7304%§ trying 1o pick
Sausages out of Boiling I'at with your
fingers, rust }.P. Logistics to find cooking
utensiis on a Sunday.

Right, this is it, we Butter up the Mug by
telling him what a2 great cook he is ‘cos we

home that evening, even more
confused as to how he had joined a Kite
Club and become a Short Order Cook.

Legend has it that at a Kite Fest later in the
season, Neil and the Cook™? - scrub that -
Mpg, had to eat their Healthy Lifestyle
(ireaseburgers out of the Frying Pan as the
W H. K.F. communal plate had been taken to
America, along with lots of other emergency
supplies, as somconc didn’t want to eat real
SANDwiches at Long Beach, but that’s
another story!

John the B.O.F, Barker
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Chairman’s Report

Well, here we go again, another year -
another report. 1995 has had its high
points and its low points for mc as wclil as
for the Club. We (the Gloster we) wil]
get the lows out of the way first. To start
with, my heaith has not been as good as
would have wished for and this limite
me in what I could do, something that is
somewhat alien to me. Many thanks for
vour enquiries to my state and, as long as
I keep taking the pills, | should be OK.
Alright then, I never was or likely to be
OK. Then Sue and I missed Weymouth,
but still you do not have a daughter’s
wedding every day. If Weymouth had
not brought forward their date because of
V.E. day, it would have been alright,
Our (the Club’s) Festival was a big, big
headache this year due to some
agricultural person, or persons, and at
one stage on the Tuesday before the event
[ did wonder if we could go ahead at all.
But we did and tried to do the best with
what was available and, as things turned
out, it was not too bad. The weather was
on our side for a change. Here’s hoping
the “96 Festival will be better.

That's enough gloom for now, so let's
have some of the good news. Well, I
built the “Beast” with help from various
members and it was great to win “The
Best Kite” at Weymouth. Many thanks to
the Gang for lugging it along the beach to
get it in the air. It must have been a
strain on the one with the short, fat, hairy
legs. Then came a very big low, when
trying to fly it at our Festival the wind
decided to blow it up. I know what I said
after it happened (these things happen) is
going to haunt me for a long time. But
the show must go on and it did. After
many hours of sweating this summer, it’s
back in order, if not flying quite right
.yet. We had a grcat turn out of
International guests this year, good to see

them here and judging from thc the

thanks they gave us, they all enjoyed

themselves.

Another highlight of the year (which 1
missed, bed was so much warmer) was
the free Planting, at Shaw Ridge, which
coincided with the Chinese New Year,
The Workshop went so well that they

ran out of kits! Two other good days out
were at Aldershot and at Woodborough
Hill when the skies were green with
W.H.K.F. sleds. Most of the other
Workshops and Festivals the Club was
invited to went well and many thanks to
all the members who attended these and
other festivals here and abroad showing
“The Green”.

Now to the future and ‘96. In a few
minutes you have the option to elect your
officers for the year and voice your
opinions about the Club. It is your
participation that makes this Club great.
Without it, it will flounder so please
speak up. As you see from the agenda,
there are many things happening next
year so | will pot steal the thunder by
saying anything now, also if I missed
anything out you will not know. My
heartleli thanks to one and all for your
help throughout the vear [or the Club,
especially David and Janet, Lynne and
Brian and the editor and spouse of
“Cowpat” Dave and Jane. The only thing
now is to hope you all have a good and
lively A.G.M.

The Beast ar Bristol, after all Neil’s hard repair
work. It does fly, jusi. Tharks 1o Toody for the
photo. Ed
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- Kite Workshop Questionnaire

It has been suggested that the Club runs a kite workshop for members in the art of
kite making. A venue has been found to run such an event on a Saturday, with
facilities for a midday meal and bar, at reasonable prices. What we want to know
from you is what you want from a workshop?

If you are interested, please fill out the form below, bearing in mind numbers will
be limited and places will have to be booked on a first come, first served basis.
When wc havc this information: we can then set Dates and Skill levels.

Kite Workshop Qucstionnaire

MName:

Address;

Post Code:
Tel. No.:

Skill Level:- Novice Intermediate Advanced

Type of kite you would like to build (in order of preference).

1)

3)

Al}}f comments or requests:-

Please return to either Neil Harvey or David Robinson. Whilst we will try to cater
for all members® wishes, the majority will be dealt with first as part of an ongoing

programme of the Club.

Thank you
Neil
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Please return to:-

Help Wanied

Andrew Farrell, Old Tree Housc, Shaerds Lane. Stanford-in-the-Vale, Nr.
Faningdon, Oxon., SN7 8LW

Questionnaire - Kite Buggies

To all buggy enthusiasts in the club - Please could you take a few moments ot your
time to complete this short questionnaire? It is part of my research for my G.C.S.E.
design project. When complete, please send (o the ahove address. Your help would
be greatly appreciated.

1) Which of the following main points do you feel are the most
important for a good all-round bugey (lick 2)
performance?
comfort?
light weight?
shape?
easily transported?
low cost?
any other?

1) Please state what type of bugsy you own/use............ B SRR
3) What good/bad points does your buggy haveZ.....c.corerserseeissineens
8@+ EODIEBISEEN LE SRR R = A R R R B o B S S U T S PG~ S ey S P
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII (AR RS ENE N 80D PICARLAZDRLEBDR L]
uuuuuuuuu .ﬂ“t‘i.l.iQQ.#IfI.IlIIB.I.l.4.'!I...Iﬂlllﬂlilllll..ﬂ.ﬂ.'#lﬁQ.QI'.ttl'li!ldld.l'l.ﬂ.l‘-l

4) What type of wheel do you prefer and why?

L R R T Y P S R R T i80S EAISILOCRIRADFITEGELInBRIRSOABERAD LR R NS R R R R R )

'H9lhtﬂtiOilono..iu.nar-oa.-o-o‘c-eloacw--oq ..................................... (AR FEENESEEEEE Y]

§) Finally, what is the one feature that you feel all buggies need to be

8 7o

ucecessiuf?

BB s B A bt B b N 00 N AN R OR0 0O aC I Ns b e Esan s aoshifdees s rs et o e sy ere ey w e e e e
-------------------------------- R R R N T B T IR R i e g e e
® LE RS R LR R Y EEE R RN FosNESIOERES L R R R R B T o o e S
Thanks

Andrew Farrell
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Minutes of WHEKEK AGHM
November 12¢th 1395

The President opened the meeting and welcomed everyonc who was able 1o attend.
He thanked everyone involved in the organisation of the club, festival and workshops
over the past year. He also thanked the committee for all their hard work.

Apologies

Sean & Sheryll Susan Heanes Rick & Jean Turner
Paul & Joy Methuen Bob & Fay Hill Peter Loop
Minutes of the 1994 AGM

Acceptance of the minutes as printed in Cowpat proposed by Arthur Dibble, seconded
by John Barker and carried.

Chairman’s report

The Chairman covered the highlights, and low points, of 1995. The 1996 plans were
also briefly touched on. A copy of the full report is printed in the magazine.

Treasurer’s report

Club made a £16 profit for the year, which is more in keeping with its non-profit
making status. A new, easier to tow, trailer was purchased for £900. The accounts
have been audited, their acceptance was proposed by Josie Walklate, seconded by
Dave Jones and carned.

Annual subseriptions will increase to £6 from November 1996.This was proposed by
Phil Scarfe, seconded by Barry Poulter and carried. Tt was also agreed that U.S,
subscriptions will increase to $12. There will be a 50p charge for any additional
membership cards.

A £50 honorarium was agreed for Janet in recognition of her work, also £50 for Dave
Jones for his work as editor of Cowpat Hill.

Election of Officers

Chairman - Neil Harvey Vice Chairman - Arthur Dibble
Secretary- David Robinson Treasurer - Janet Robinson
Committee Members

Dave Jones (Editor) Jane Jones

Dave Tomlinson Doug Jones

Mike Heanes Martin Croxton

Caroline Bruce j . Pete Dawson

All were propuosed, seconded and carried without opposition. The Secretary proposed
that Brenda Purnell should be voted onto the Committee. This was seconded by
Asthur Dibble and carried. The Secretary also proposed that Ron Miller should be
appointed to represent the U.S. members. This was seconded by Doug Manners and
carried.

Festival 1996
The 1996 festival will take place on 11th & 12th May at Wroughton. The site will be
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the one that should have been used in 1995 - in front of hanger D4, where there will
be 4 separate arenas. We are also trying to get an additional area for public flying
which should give a total site of 72 acres. The site will be able to cater for bﬂggxes and
camping will be behind D4, closer to the flying site than in 1995.

The Science Museum are looking for a sponsor for the event, a suggestion was also
made that funds should be sought from the National Lottery.

The plans for the airfield to be reactivated at Wroughton will not affect the festival
since they are seeking a light commercial licence which will permit flying Monday to
Friday only.

The Commiitee are looking at the guests for 1996, liaising with Gill and Jon Bloom to
tie in with those invited to Weymouth, hoping for Art Ross or Andre Cassagnes.

There was a suggestion that we need to invite a four man stunt team. This will be
looked into, although there are cost implications with getting someone like the
Decorators.

It was agreed that some sort of social event was required for the Saturday night.
David Robinson will look into getiing pizzas.

It was agreed that maps would be provided to show the general public where they can
fly.

It was suggested that marshalls should be used to ensure that flying takes place in the
correct areas. A rota will be produced.

A change in the way workshop is run was agreed to prevent people being stuck in the
marguee all day.

The event will be signposted for 1996, at half the cost of AA signs.

Feedback was soughi, and given, on the 1995 festival.

Problems with the cost of getting in - need to clarify that the club does not benefit.
£500 received from National Power for having logo on windsock.

£200 received from Burmah for paper for posters and paper Kite.

General feeling that it was an excellent flying site.

3500 paying attendees over the two days.

Events and Plans.

1996 calendar already filling up. Dates will continue to be published in Cowpat Hill.
Members asked to let a Committee member know which events they can attend.

The club is looking at making a centipede. This could involve all club members. Phal
Scarfe will provide plans and instructions for making 10” discs. Kits will be provided
at the Mince Pie Flyin. Please see David Robinson, Neil or Phil. Sections will need to
be ready by Easter to give Phil time to put it together. Members are asked to sign the
bits they make.

Kite workshop - questionnaire distributed at the AGM, it will also be printed in
Cowpat Hill. The workshops will cater for the majority need in the beginning.
Planning to run | or 2 in Feb/Mar at Bibury Football Club hall. Members are asked to

complete the questionnaire and return it if interested.

Materclasses - have identified a potential venue (South Cerney) for the Masterclasses
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10.

11

next winter (Oct/Nov “96). They will not be free, attendees will have to pay for bed
and board and the lectures. They will be run over a weekend, and be open to members
of The Kite Society. The Blooms have indicated that they will contribute the funds
which they would have allocated to the Convention. The venue is able to provide a
variety of accommodation types and to cater for the likely number. They will have to
be pre-booked and a deposit paid.

Big Japanese Edo Kite

The Japanese Edo previously stored at Wroughton is now in Neil’s barn. He proposed
that sponsorship be sought from Japanese firms in the arca. It is ualikely to fly again
(it hasn’t been unrolled for about 10 years) but it is hoped that 2 firm will be able to
display it. The kite is made of washee paper and bamboo. Tt is hoped that it doesn’t
require recovering, although some paper will have come nnstuck.

It is hoped that it will be unrolled at the Mince Pie Flyin, when a decision as to its
futuse can be made. Any ideas should be passed to Neil, but it is not a priority project.

Mew Trailer

The new trailer was available for inspection. Martin Blythman is prepared to do the art
work again. Itis planned that the design on the sides and back will be similar to the
old trailer, and that the WHKF flyer and Rok should be painted on the front. The
trailer is being taken 0 Weymouth, where it is hoped that it will be parked on the front
to be used as a store.

AOB

Pete Dawson asked if there
was any interest in friendly
competitions at Barbury
through the winter, as one
offs for each meeting. Pete
will put together some
suggestions for the next
meeting at Barbury.

FLEX%
ISPIRIT OF AIR
IAIRCRAFTS
IH.Q. KITES
|POWERHOUSE
[HICHFLYERS

INEW |
ISENDASAE. (F
IFOR AN UP TO §

The raffle raised £154.01.
Neil thanked everyone who
contributed prizes. David
Robinson expressed his
thanks to Ross and Dawn
for their hospitality. They

were presented with a club
hat and polo shirt by way of
thanks.

The President closed the
meeting.

Thanks to Janet Poulter for
providing these minutes -
Ed.

FAVAILABLE FROM..

|ARE ALL NOW

IKREATIVE KITES

159 BARTHOLOMEW ST,
INEWBURY. BERKS RG14 5 HQ
|TEL 0163% 328 400 9-5 MON SAT |

DISCOUNT TO
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