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Bar‘--ke r's .Breakfaﬁt

The White Horse Kite Fryers has recently added o ils equipment a superb fas wok. This.
was pirchased for less than kalf price by a member who had seen i silling unsold in a shop
Yor more than a vear.

This summer it has seen heavy use at festivals we have attended to provide us with cheap
wholesame brunches. Various members have rried using it but one will long stick in our
minds and in our gullets,

Imagine. if you can, four pounds of bangers, 20 rashers of bacon, » monntain of mushrooms
and we are asked “Do you want cags?” With a postiive 1esponse, B0 more questions are
asked and we gasteonomes watch enthralled as the chef cracks 12 eges futo the middie of
the pun without splitting a single yolk and then prodices chalesterol butties like you have
never imaginead.

This performance leaves me no option but to nominate our own LB. for the chef of the vear
award and T hope 1o put off the hear! attacks lon g enough to enjoy the same delicacy in
futare years.

if any of you are going to club events and would like to avail yourself of this Facility, it is
<lub property and all you have to do is brigg your own grub, LH. mipht even be persuaded
{only usualty takes a few rashers) 1o assist in the preparation. Just contact any Committee
Officer,
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A few thoughts on One Sky One World

Mike and I were tncerlain whether we wouid actually be going up the hill for this get
iogrether, but we thought that, 2y the weather people zaid it was going 1o be nice, we
would make the trek and hope 10 sec all ser $riends from the White Horse Kite
{iroup, and how pleased we were that we did!

We arrived at Barbury 1o lind the lents erectad and lots of reople arriving, besides
the usual W.HICE. Myers, there were people from ail over the counizy:- Jorry and
Caroline Swift. Bazzer and Innet Foulter from Brighton, the Dells from Lnfield,
Anoe and Eddic Megrath from Scunthoipe and the B.O.FE. was (here from West
Drayton. There were lots of other faces we knew but couldn’t put @ name to.

The wind was brisk when we ardved and it stayed that way for most of the time but i
warmed up and became really pleasanl. We flow various heavy wind kites and some
of oirr fails, [t was a pood day lor us. We mel an American leiler by the name ol
Sam Huston and his wife, Aone (Sam was in the country the day before to run a kite
workshop on making Genkis). They werc really nice people o talk to and they
wamnied to have 2 good look at our spinning lails, Now you all know what u pair of
skowolfs we can be 50 we chatted away about scams, vents and so on, while the
Hustons took photos of our tails (we hope to see the U.S. flying sites full of these 1ails
one day!) They were also inferested in seeing our large Genki (our Irend who drew
the graphics for us, Eddie Megrath, wanted it to be sparred differcutly but we like the
i6ea of making a2 modilied Genki} and soon someone else may be making another one
in this shape! :

Well. ['d betrer finish thiz article, it is the first one L've ever sent 1o the Cowpat News,
I hope it will be considered for publication but, if not. [ have got the bug for 1his
typing lark.

Poes anyone else reading this like to play on the www lalkers, if so gt in touch with
me on the htp:talker.infi.net! a1 lunchiime ['m wsuslty in the bar challing 1o anyonc:
who wants to taik or buy 'me a drink!

Ann & Mike Heares

Cear Mr. Edit{;r

What do vou mean *Dibble Free’777% A banner headline 1" nioe Meitions in the
minutes [ and 2 non-speeific thank you as a contributor: 1 this is Dibhie I'tee
what have some of the previous issues beer? An yway, | promise not w pollute your
Pages any more . : '

Yours very hun
Arthuyr

5. Plesse find enclosed two new articles. (Suving one for later - Thanks - £d.)
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STOP PREZS
Two kiting events [ur Lie early part of the year.

Moulden Hill Forest Fun Day, Mcrdon Swindon on Sunday 2nd of March 1957 from 10.00
to &,.00.

Tree planling for The Community Forest in Swinden plus Kire Fiying and Workshops.
ALl Kite Flyers woelcome. Addmizsicn Fres. Details from David Reobinson 01793 824208

Stowe Garvdens Kite rest.
at The N¥atiomal Trust's Stowe Cardens, ZBuckingham on the 27¢h af April 1947
10.00am te 4.00pm.
lrade stalls and refreshwents. Fins the world renowned Gurdens open for viewing.,
Addmission £1,00  WHEF mewbers [ree on production of Membership Card.
Furtaer details [rom:- MN.T. Carnl Adams 01280 §22830

or WUEE. Neil Harvey 01285 7407295,



A Competition

Preparations for the record “Teddy Drop™ attempt are well under way thanks 1o 3 lot of work and
imvestment from Vie Walker. He has purchascd the bears, made all the back packs and 19 well on the
way with the chutes. Each bear successtully dropped is to have a numbered certificate to prove his
authenticity, We want club meimnbers to design this certiheate and the entrics will be judged by the
organising team.

Kreative Kites have very kindly otfered to sponscr the certiticate which should contain the following
indormsiion-

World Record B.MLULS.S. Category | (the “classic” method}
White Horse Kite Flvers

Sponsored by Kreative Kites

Spaces for bear’s number. date, witness signatre

An original backeround design of your own.

1'he centificate shonld be on A4 size paper and may be monochreme or colour, The prize for the
winning entry will be one of the record breaking beurs. Bears will also be available aflerwards ut o
reasonable price to help Vie recover some of bis costs. All bears will come complete with certificate but
nof with back pack ot chute. All competition entries will be displayed in the club tent al the Festival and
will be Kept Tor future possible usc, with a Litthe snodification. for other ceasions. 1F you wanl 1o
reserve & bear, please let Vic ur me know with any number preferenee (first come, first served).

Arthur

A Myriad Mélange of Miscellany

“Would you like to make a genki?” asked David. "Make a genki what?”, 1 repliad seermingly missing
the point. No, a workshop 1o construct a kite without recourse to the old “stitch-a-matic’, and tutored
by an innovalor in the technique. Intriguing though it seemed, the working patterns of the *Other Half®
precluded attending what, by all accounts. was 4 thoroughly entertaining and enjoyable dav

sunday, being One Sky One World, seemed an ideal opportemoy for a senile day trip 1o Barbury Castle.
Having been to Wronghton, navigation ditd nof pose too much of a problem, unless ane placed too much
emphasis on the “Castic’ aspect. Lots of wind! 'T'oo much for niany, but the parafoils relished the air. if
nol Lhe hawthorn bushes, quite so much.

Chic thisturbing trend . noticed on the day, scems to be the ever more fiendish methods some people will
eI W in order to gel their poor, unsuspecting fauna aloft. in the shortest possible time. Has the
nation-wide lrend for productivily and output led perdformance criteria infected the *bingers * in our
midst? b the aim is now to ensure the most rapid dispatch and recyeling of animals and equipment. why
impose the restrictions of a Kite, and the attendani problems that they will bring, including the
dependency on naturally occeurning puff. Surely the BOIY, with his engineering background, Baz, with
his talent fir miniaturisation or Jerry with his asronuutical commeetions, could come up with a bear sized
version of the ejector seat testing rigs that are used, or failing this. a more portable version of the ‘cow
chip catapult as featuredin ‘RO,

Perhaps, however, the pace of lite now dictaics that the gentle ride on a wraditional ferry, which reflects
the steady descent that follows, under a fully inflated chuie, should be replaced by the [rantic motor
powered ascent as demonsirsted by “Arthur and Jerry™. Surely a slower ride aloft would allow the
wirepid jummpers ta savour the experience mote that the ‘milliamp’ inspired headlong rush (o the sky?

i see there is another workshop proposed, an ideal opportunity Tor some serious ripstop wrestling. A
sruall soft kite provides enough amusement when trving to got all the material through a machine withou
stiching bits that should not be stiiched. 120 sq. ft. of material would seem to offer ample seope for
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pad language and crrant seams. Mind you, | guess (bat (0 2 WHEFlver that amonnt of material bardly
seemns arealistic challungs.

Lt was sad to sec that the Japanese giant is now considered 1o be past its setl by date. It must be nearlv
L years since plans were first proposed for restoratiun, and now il is gone forever, a picee of history
and kite lore, sornething that can never be replaced.

[t 15 an interesting social comnent on differin 2 natiopalitics, how kites have formed such a part of the
culture, history and upbringing of wo many peopls cutside Europe aml the northern hemisphere.

Whilst the [ar eastern countries have had kites forming part of their culture for hundreds, if not
thousands of years, they have never becn part of oir make up, and are ontv evident in the last two
bundred years or so. The Kite forms a ritual part of the lives of so many natians, but not the English?

Feslivals only serve to amplify this division with the wesiern nations presenting a mind-bogeling range
of modern, amstically inspired kites with the major infinences being size, complexity and innovaiion,
whilst the Eastern countries are proud to deronstrate their irlitions in making. decoration and methods
ol Aying,

What faseinates me with traditional kites is the remarkable backeround to each and every type of kite,
the way they are built, the usc of materials and how they arc flown. Even in this respect, each nation is
different, having developed widely different fine storape systems and Nving techuiques. A Korcan reel
is & beautiful piece of work an its own, as well as being functional, amd 1o see the fights ar Dieppe
between a Chula and Pakpaos with the team, the traditions and skili - an arazing experience,

I know we all have kites which we call Rokkakus, and many people have had a g0 at making hghiing
kites, but 1o me these all lack that magic ingredicat, which is the little piece of history and the by part of
the soul of the maker which lives in each traditional kite. I realise that this can be evident in European
kites, bul as many of them are unique works of art. ir is 30 very difterent.

We are all familiar with the Indian Gghting kite, but even here there are at Ieast four very distinel 1o,
and huge variations in decoration. If you move further afield then you can find oddities like the Afehan
kit which is about 4 times the size of an Indian fighter snd abonut half the weight. Hali, Thailaad. Tibet,
Malaysia, Korea, Sri Lanka, the list is endless, anything from fighters to large decorative and
ceremanial kites.

China aiid Japan are bwo more countries steeped in kite making history, but with completely differing
styles. Almost cvery Japanese kite has decoration which iflustrates a legendary or Kubuki characser, and
although many of the Chinese kites are based on legend the art of decoration his become more
significanl,

sadly, however. even these nations have siarted along the path of westernisation, forsakin gthe
Peaditional, both in designs and materials, repularly one reads of the demise of “the Last Kite maker” in &
particular lown, and another link with the past goes,

Soon it secms thal it will only be the collectors that have these kites and, whilst they may be admired and
even trcasurcd. they are still that part of a colieetion, not part of the collector’s histoey or eullure,

| seem to have wandered a bit [rom workshops. but mention of old kites has that sort of effect on me.

Merry Christmas to vou all froin the Frozen East,

Cheery,

Hugh



1996 festival review

1606 started cold and wet i our part of the country, we thought that we'd get a sunny summer because
of this, but it didn’t work out guite that way., We visited Old Warden [or the first meet of the year. it's
nice to meet up with old fricuds after the winter hibernation.  'm sure there were more people there
than last year but maybe it was just wishfu] thinking. We bad a greal time and Rosie ook some video of
me trying tothy a Wild Thamg, 15 this the mhost ditficult two-line In existence? Next up was the

W H.K.F. festival at Wroughion, After two days lasl yuar of constanl buggving the lack of wind came
a5 4 hit of u shock. The evening event was fun and | oven convineed Rosie (hat she was going io enjoy
apending the cvening under canvas with Diuvid and me, boy was it cold! A really good festival despite
the lack of wind and we are looking lorward 10 next year. (i o Basingstoke for the Sunday and this
rime the wind did blow. Doug Manners and mysell entered the Rok ﬁtrhh we ol cut in the first round
and 1 spent most of the afternoon hunting around Basingsteke for nmy ite. It still hasn’ 1appeared sol
hope il has [ound a govd home. We haven's been to Tewkesbuiy since I worked for Racal but decided
e do su-this year, again no wind. but | got a chance 1o see Arthur's electric rig at close quarters. [ spent
st of the Lune mk.mﬂ nwies and stealing his ideas (for which I am really grateful). Atthe end of 2 very
kol day we went for a dip in the pool, whoever armanged this wants a medzl as it was really wonderful,
followed by a supetb barbecus - a realiy uice festival. Hengistbury is one of our favourite festivals, we
usuaily splash out and stay in a B & B on the Saturday before, this gives us time for me to fly and Rosie
and David to paddle in the sea. Sunday started prey but windy with a promisc of heavy rain later on.
We set our new electric rig next to Arthur’s and prepared for the descending hordes. Anthur's rigis
vonsiderably faster than ours and is flown at twice our altitnde so we ran iwo services, onc (Arthir's)
was [irst class and ours economy. It proved to be terrific fun with a steady stream of punters amiving
witil torrential rain put a stop tothe festival. The Avon Kite Flvers festival at Bnstol went by so quickly
1 can’t remember that much about it apart from really enjoying vurselves. Doug Manners and ! finished
fifth in the Rok fight on the Saturday, but as Douy couldn’t make it on the Sunday. David helped me in
nis first real Rok fight. We put up s respectable fight but dida't get a place, All wo quickly Okl Warden
came round again. this tinze there didn' seen o bt as TiEny erb as last vear, which was a shame as
the weather was nice and warm with a good wind. There we go, another year almost over. We hope to
make ﬂ;l tor the miuce pie {ly-in again this year depending on the date so we look forward to seeing you all
again then.

Regards.

Loug, Kosie and David [rvine.
A Challenge

The amicle entitied “Cret Knotted™ in the Autumn Cowpat {anon. but I can guess the arthur) - somehow
reminded me thet 1 had covered much the same ground in the Spring [ssue. Déja vu. or what?-

I chalienged Mr. Robinson to decide whether he tied a Depantment-Store knot or a Farmrr s Halter
Loop. He tells me that it all depends on how he iz feeling at the time - or something along those lines.

by new challenge is as follows:-

Taking the diagram given in “Get Kootted ™, bow many possible knots are there? Tf the end can be put
hmugh the averhand kot at
S, C or R either from the top
or the bottom, does this make
51X pussible knots or arg some
Just mimor images of oihers?

Kot worth the
etfors.
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FLOUR AND WATER PASTE? GET THEE HENCE

When Father Papered the Parlour, you couldn™ see far for Paste
Dabbing it here, Dabbing it there, Paste and Paper everywhere
Mother got stuck to the Ceiling, the Kids got stuck to the Floor.
You've never seen a Blooming Famuly so stuck up before,

Ah, those were the days, When decorating and Kite making were reminiscent of a
Cookery Class. Make a Kite? right, first off, assault the Flour Bin for a goodly
helping of McDougalls finest self raising, slosh in the water, mix well, boil on the
stove, cos we don’t want it going mouldy, Grab some Newspaper, or if vou were
affluent, Brown Paper and some Parcel Twine and Garden Canes and go for it.

Holy Cow, the resultant creation usually resembled a childish attempt at Papier
Mache, so heavy, as to make the flying of a Brick tied to a piece of string more
cerlain.

Still as they say, Times change and Glue changes with it. So when our Hon Sec said
Give us your money, this is an Up stick, way of making a Kite, | though, I'm game
for a Laugh, ['ll have some of that, | can make paste.

- Was [ in for a shock, no, not with the Modern method of sticking Kites together, but
with the amazing directions given for finding the Venue. I though it was going a bit
Pear shaped when I went through Cricklade, but when 1 saw the sign saying Welcome
to Cirencester, I thought, Sod this for a game of Tin Soldiers, this ain't Swindon |
know. 5till not to worry as by more luck than judgment, the Venue was finally
stumbled across.

Must say, I'm well impressed with the all inclusive Kite Kil. it even included as
Dingley put it a Mouldy Grape. or for those of you of a nervous disposition, a piece
of Bees Wax. Sam the Main man of the “No need to lick it, 3M will stick it” School
of Kite Making was soon in full flow, demonstrating with skill, just how easy, if
somewhat slow method of making a Kite this was. Sam had examples of
“"APPLIQUE” work in this STICK UM UP method, very good they looked too, even
the Multi coloured Cody, a thing which ['m usually averse to, looked quite splendid.

Sam had thought of pretty well everything to construct our Genkis, even down to
supplying a marking out board for every participant. However, the Construction _
Plans were so good and detailed that 1 found it easier to make the Kite directly from
the Plan as in detail it was full size.

[ actyally finished my Kite a weck later at home, too many distractions on the Day
coupled with he {act that [ and maybe the other reprobate Smokers would do better if
we went and hid behind the Bike Sheds, ah that takes me back, we could smoke to our
tiearts content, make Kiles and possibly communicate with the rest of the workshop
by mobile phc-m. here Dave lend us }’QUI‘S, and we wouldn’t have to keep skiving off
autside for a quick Drag.
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S0 what of the modern day version of Flour and Water Pasie? i certainly seems to
do the Biz on lecy even though Sam reckons its not so hot on Nvlon Ripstop. It
appears 10 be available over here via the R.S. catalogue, so if vou're not too handy
with a sewing machine as Sam says, its another way of making good kites.

5¢ the first of what could be many Starving Horse Workshops went off well. and wh
knows, mavbe you'll be a future participant.

E'IG- !:h

Now We've Done [t

Well, as you heard at the A.G.M., Doug Irvinc and myself stood up and mentioned
that we would like to organise a special Rokkaku Kite Fi ght for Scouts at our Festival
After heing cornered by Caroline Bruce and her Mum, (who would argue with them,
not us! ) we will include the Guides.

The idea is to try and set an official world record for the number of Roks in a fight
and, as the four of us are all Scouters and Guiders, we fecl that this would make a
great competition for the youngsters to enjoy and enter kitin g.

At the time of the A.G.M. we thought that the maximum was 47. but we hadn't
reckoned on the Yanks! it would appear that they have had fi ghis 10 the order of 81,
bul we arc undaunted, and still see that we can beat the record. ..

This may scem that the Festival could he swamped by lots of children in uniform
racing around the place. Well ves. to some degree. hut most Scouts and Guides are
well behaved, but the "fight" is to be held to ane side of the festival, not in the main
site. 50 dou't worry. with 47 acres there is a lot of room (isn't there Neil?): and. with
a three round fight of 100+ Roks, they will be spending a lot of time out of the way,
aitd what elsc is the festival for, bul to expand the knowledge.d excitement and flying
of kites to all”

I know this sounds like an apolagy before the fact, but if we're to organisc this
properiy, with what could be 500 or mare children, we all conld do with some prior
warning! And with this number [ would appreciate any offers of marshals for this
event, for many this will be their first time with a string in their hands,

An event of this order can only help 10 enhance our festival | think; and, along with

Arthir, we hope to get the B.B.C. programme "Record Breakers” there as well, so
more people will come 1o see the popularity and fascination of kites,

“eter Dawson,



The Bear Bombing Day from Hell
or
“l should have stayed in bed”

It was our school fCtc and, as usual, we agreed 10 parachute bears and give huggy
ridcs. The f€te only lasts Irom 11.00 to 2.00 so it’s not too bad. I've just finished a
new 3 metre muli flare which flies really well. 1 vut this up on our rig, dropped
‘Colby’ my test tiger and all was OK., The punters arrived in droves and | thought
“this should be good’. Three bears into the day and one of my swivels snapped! The
kite, rig and bear disappeared into the distance. I assumed they would land in the
felds but no, the kite got stuck on the roof of one of the really big houses in the
village. The pulley got stuck tn the top of a tree in the garden of the manor house and
the line streiched across the main road draping over the village power line!

Nothing for it - borrow a ladder and rescue the kite, this prov ved to be more of a
challenge than I had originally expoected. Faflunalbl} my daughter Rachael was on
hand to assist her dad. The owner of the house had his relatives around for a
barbecue in the back garden and looked very surprised by the arrival of a large kite
and very long Lail. now straddling the roof of his expensive abode. 1 tried reaching
the flare from the back of the house hut the bridle had become entangled with a ridge
tite and so the only way down was to climb up onto the roof. Now, I am not very
fond of heights, in fact it was this prablem that started me into kite flying but that's
another story. Once clutching the roof of the house, | then unclipped the kite from
the line and let it fall to the ground. Unfortunatcly, 1 could not release the line as it
was suspended over the main power cable for the village. My son, David. then took a
spar and attached the end of the hine to 1l 1o hold the line out of the way, next stop the
tree. Back across the road, climb up the ladder and try and pull the block down.
Why does kite line always migrate Lo 1hr: highest, most inaccessible point of a tree? |
finally rescued the block, bul how was [ going to get the line back Irom the power
cable? We disconnected the swivel [rom David’s end. He let go and | pulled the line
as fast as possible. It flew through the air and over the cahle without touching. A
narrow escape and one 1 would not care to repeat. The flare had all its spars broken
but the saii’s OK so back to the field and put up my delta, the punters come back as
the delia soars into the air then it pulls the aftachment ring out of the Dacron
reinforcement and flutters to the gmund By now, [ can’t see the funny side any
more 5o I'll try my bomb proof Rok ‘Dark Side of the Moon™. It goes up like a train.
First bear drops great, all the rest refuse to release. Bring down the rig and find the
stops fitted on the wrong side of the pulley so take it all apart, put it together
correctly and eventually, two hours late, 1 get a working rig with a kitc that docsn’t
Ulow up. Still, the children who did get to bomb their bears went away happy and 1
lcarnt a lot about safoty. :

Paoug lrvine,



Sky Chat or what | said at the A.G.M.

Well, another vear down the Tine and defimtely & year older. The year has gone more ox less to plan,
good job we do not put too tight a limit on plans. There are too many festivals, workshops and displays

" to mention them all and I think thal most wenl well. weatier excluded. Butthere was one magical
moment for me when we were at Salishury and were asked to fly kites during a pop coneert in the
evening. Those of us there managed to get about {0 kites in the air on very litthe wind amd we left then
fiving during the firework display. When the fireworks burst around the kites it was, T think,
spectacular and. judging by comments from the spectators, they did as well.

The club projects [ur Jast year have all been well reccived and have flown well. |ihaok all of you who
fiave had a hand 0 any of them, ne matter how small,

Afso. as usual. many thanks toall of vou who bave helped throughout the year to the benefit of the
Club. Tt is this spirit that makes this a great Club (o belong to. No doubt, during the course of this
meeting, there will be ideas floated to make it even better so please speak up - bul don’t go on too long
as wi have to get oul of here by 500!

I'm sorry that [ did not organise a general workshop last year as was moted al the A.G.M. but will try
apain this year. We had a brilliznt workshop with Sam Huston in Getober and | must congratulate Sam
for all the prep. work put into the kits and his detailed instructions on the day. [ must also thank Dave
K. for all his efforts in pulling thiz workshop off and to all the others who helped to make the day go so
well and to all the participants who did everything they were asked with regards to the workshop. |
believe that this is another acorn which has been planted on the W H.K F."s field that will grow inlo a
large cak tree. -

Finally, some of cur members have nol enjeyed the best of health or the best of luck this year, as we
have apologics from the President, | wish them the best for 97,

I hope that T have not missed anything or snyone out, but if T have no doubt Dave or the rest of you will
teil me. 50, here’s to "97 - may it be a kiter's heaven. i

P.3. Just a littie thank you t¢ all of you that vame to the ‘?—linnﬂ—l‘i_s‘
NS” fiy-ir, mlihcugh it was caold there was plenty af HIITLF:EI.I.IIE and some wind for
= change. We raised about E£160.00 fur "Village Tife” . e
Alsu from me personally and Sue for all the cards and telephone calls
after my ap. and the many Christmas cards, ] : "
Final T would like to wish you all & very Hoppy hew Year. Neid.

Bears at Downe

A school for the daughter's of poverny stiicken gentle folk decided to try and raise some money for,
building improvements by holding a fun day. Unfortunately one of the stall knows about my
predilection for parachiging hears,

Fortunately a survey visil showed a very small area with trees all around so no chance with a kite, |
However, the chapel tower and flag pole locked promising and after a precaricus climb inside the tower
we decided to give itatry. Lising half length fines this proved to be possible so we said we would give
it & go. '

The day of the event rmed out to be besuttful o 8t 12.30 we set up the rig from the flag pole and .
during the afternoon dropped almost 100 fauna. These often had to be rescued from roofs and troes but

none were: hurt 1o any way.

Another first for the Ted Beres?

Arthur



Whiz Bang

Whiz Bang 15 a small, fun, trick kite. It came about as I was trying to finish a Rokkaka for the Bristol
Kite Fesuval and was having the usual probiems with my sewing machine where it mansges to produces
wonderful plumes of cotton from the bobbin and then jams solid (the jovs of a Japancse scwing
machinel). This usually means sinpping the machine down and adjusting everything in sight until a
decent stitch is achicved. On this instance, I decided not to use a piece of scrap o test my adjustment,
but to make a kite, just for fun. At Tewkesbury | had noticed somcone with a small trick kite (Tying in a
very low wind. Whea asked about the price | was told “about £50.00". Now this seems » bit
eXpensive so, putting this and a (siling sewing machine together, gave rise 1o Whiz Bang,

I bought some rather nice Ripstop from Ron and Pat at Kiteability tomake some kiles fora local feie,
but | felt the quality of matenal was too good so | saved it for another project. This was the ideal
material for Whiz Bang. 1t1s lighl and with the feel of paper. The main frame material is 2.5 mmn
carbon rod and is held together with 2.5 mm cnd caps. Itis important (o check the size of the caps
hefore purchase ag some are too thin to be punched to take the rod. so check before vou huy:

I you can make a kite you can make a Whiz Bang casily, Everyone has their own construction
techniques, so I'll just give some poinlers. Start by cutfing cut the two sides of the sail, making sure
that you add a hemming allowance to the patiern given! Join the two sides and hem all edges.

Reinforce the nose and tail with Dacron, making sure that vou make a pocket for the spine to slol into,
Reinfores the two stand-off attachment points as marked. To make the two wing end stops, start with a
piece of Dacron about 6 mm long. Fold in two and sew down one side. Sew this to the wing tip with
the hem in line with the leading edge. Sew fron the trailing edge into the Dacron about 2 m. Leave a
2 mm gap and continue sewing to the end of the Dacron. Repeat on the other wing. [rim any surplus.
Reinforce the centre Lee connection point with 2 diamond of Dacron 2bout 3 mm square. Punch a hole in
the middle of this reinforcement.

Framing the Whiz Bang is an interesting experience. First puuch 6 x 2.5 mm cnd caps with the smallest
punch available. Then punch holes in the leading edge for the eross spars at the marked positions.
Thread a piece of 2.5 mm carbon thruugh the wing tip reinforcement. 4s the carbon appears at each
hole, thread one of the punched end caps into place. Push the carbon inio the pocket until the wing
starts Lo bend. Cut the carbon in line with the end of the remnforcement and slot into place. Repeat to the
other witg. Punch one end cap as before but then punch a second hole at 90° to the first, thread this
onto avother piece of carbon. This will become the spin. Cut to fit so that it is a snug fit, making sure
that the end cap protrudes omiw the front of the kite.

For the top and bottom spreaders. I used the lengths of 31 em for the top and 68 em for the boitom
spreader. The stand off measurement is 11 ¢m. To attach the stand off to the sail, cot a semi-circle out
of the top end of an end cap and use this to caprure the edge of the Dacron reinforcement. Bridies are
hest nade of 60 1b Spectra if yon have it. or anv other Lght braided line if noi. Make the line from the
tee fo the main knot about 8 cm longer than needed, then tie two knots, one at the end and oae at the
marked length which I refer 10 as the knot. For the outside bridle, just mark the length from the top to
the knot and then attach to the other line using a lark’s head knot. T suggest that you glue all joints using
Bostick fo prevent the kile [alling apart as you try to fly it. 1 1ly my Whiz Bang on 30 fect of [rish lincn
fighting kite line. '

Whiz Bangis a VERY fast and responsive kite. it will axle and irick {even though Tean’t), [t will fall
oul of the sky if there isn’t enough air in the sail. but it is great fun, and youo should he able (o build one
for less than £10.00 (cousiderably less it you have a large bits box). [ built a second Whiz Rang for
Doug Manncrs, which seems o {1y in the same way as mine, We have given them serious abuse, flying
in igh winds and crashing very severely, they seem (o bounce!

i hope yon build aoc. The amount of flying fun is not proportional to the size of the kite. Please fezl
free to call me with any comments of help with construction (01296 T70422).

Why the name? [t was the noise of the first test flight!
Regards,

Doug Irvine
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Workshop Feedback

2 Shelburne Way
Derry Hill
CALNE
SN119PA

Dear Dave and Jane Jones

May I commend the group for the excellent workshop that they ran.

The detail and thought that Sam had put into his kites was outstanding. The venue was
excellent and such a lot of effort had gone into the preparation - cven down to the
mints.

The oaly downside was that the wind was not suitable for a mass flv on Sunday. A
[lock (what is the collective noun {or a mass of kites?) of Genkis would have been a
nice sight - and a fitting end to the weekend.

I hope this is the start of many more group workshops.

Congratulations.
Fhilippa Toda.

53 Parkstone Avenue
Parkstone

POOLE

BH14 9L W

16th Oect. 96
Dear David.

We are writing to thank all those involved in setting up and running the workshop last
Saturday; and of course Sam Huston himself.

It was, in every respect, most impressive, Though recent and long distance members,
we were made most welcome as we arrived, and were delighted by the generous
refreshment supplies and organisation. Sam’s guidance and kits were excellent -
providing iwo types of toothpick for diffcrent purposes shows his attention to detail.
All that 1s needed now is a suitable breath of wind o fly a very stylish kite!

Again, thank you Sam: thank you all the White Horsers who helped.

Best wishes.

Alan and Susan Walker
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Possibly the most relaxed Kite Festival in the
world.,

Carolyn and [ needed a range of chall-owt after the stresses and strains of the UK. season, (If you
believe that yoo will believe anviiing?) Where better than the rugged island of Fuerteventura in the
Cangaries, some 130 miles west of the Sahara.

The island has (o be a kite flyers paradise. Steady, siraight winds blew all day long mest of the time.
They change only slowly ensuring that, 4t some fune or other, you should be able to fly anything in
veur kite bag from Gighters through any multi-hne stuff to Codys and parafoils, Wedid. All thizona
huge beach, temperatures mid Lo upper 70s (F) and on a beantiful if very rugged istand with excellent
food.

We arrived on Wednesday 6th November and got to the beach in the aftcrnoon to fly the Roks,
Thursday was aiso a Rok day but there was virlually no wind on Friday so it was [ndian fighters and
Koreans. Samrday and Sunday were good medinm wind days, excellent tor the two-line bri vade and
we had five Roks planted in the sky. Monday was & rest day with Tuesday blowing a howling gale and
the only things that would possibly fly were parafoils; our German friends kindly lent one from which
to hang the Union Flag.

The Festival is in its Sth year and is now crganised by Angela and Claudio Azzali who run the kite shop
(¥ia Col Vento) in Corralejo. The town, in the north of the island, is growing up fairlv rapidly based on
the tonrist industry but still retains some of iis picturesqus charm. ‘| he festival itself is held about 3
miles out of town in a large area of sand dunes some 5 kms. long and 2 or 3 kms. deep. 's a trudge of
sorne 300 metres off the road to get near the beach where everyone flies although, with excellest
swimining, a bar, and plenty of room to fly - it’s worth it.

Flyers are mainly German and Spanish and indeed Joachim Stolzmans and his wife Edith Woock, from
Berddin, arc also involved in the organisation. The British contingent numbered 15 from across the
Couniry.

Puul and Karen Webster who run Airborne Kites in Kewcasile came with Mick and Anthony Martin and
Fred Davison from the North Eastern Kite Flyers. The buggy contingent included Diane and Gary Neal
from Doncaster and Lyon and Graham Jackson from Harlow in Essex. John and Barbara Baker of
Leeds Kites flew a variety of single liners whilst Mick and Rose Burgess from Rugby were flyin g both
2-liners. fighters and power kites. We made up the bzlance of the Brits flving “The Lovers” and other
Roks and doing some bear bunging, much tw the amusement of both the locals and some on-lookers on
the beach.

We really enjoyed it and would like to thank everyone for making us so welcome. We will be back
next ycar,

It anyone wants any [urther info., see the pix (yawn) etc.. give us & call. 01737 769459 pr email
T1703.553 @ compuserve.com.

Liinen ‘96

Thanks to an invitation to Kevin Appleton (Team Cascade in Norwich) and organisation by SiafTord
Watlace, 8 Brii kit flyers were once again able to enjoy a really relaxed family festival in Liinen,
(rermnany, in October this vear.

The fest. is organised by Christian Treppner Schuliheis, who is an avid pin fanatic and had the amazing
airbrushed trailer at Bristol carlicr this year.

Linen ix a small town in the north east of the Riihr arca of Germany, 20 kms. north east of Dortmund.
A ghder field forms the festival sile. with meals in the hangar. 'Ihis is one of the strengths of the festival
as for DM6D (approximately £25) you can get 5 meals, and 2 drinks, which everyone eals together al
loug trestle tables, This makes for a great atmosphere,
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The fest1s truly intemational with {lisrs frorz most European couatrics as weli as tncle David Gomberg
and Vie Eshpeter frem the [L5.A. with Ray Bethall and Art Boss from Canada. The Outchy rencly,
Raligtans aned Germans eilher wse accommoedation provided in a school gym, or camp o4 site. The Rrits
are kindly given the use of a local Red Cross Hostel which backs onto the flying feld.

Ia the Bril party we had Stafford and Hilary Wallace, Kevin Appteton, Pzul Judkin (also from Norwich)
Paul Harrel! from Northampton (ying fighters), lohn Gaden from Gloucester and Barry Poulter from
Sussex flving Boop Troop kites, Nick Wibb from Basingsioke with somwe parafoils and Carolva and [
with the Roks and the motorised bear bunging rig. The latter cuused some considerabie interest with the
Crermans amd the Duleh in particutar.

Stafford had organised a mim bus and we all met 2t Folkestone for the np through the wonel (ry 3 is
excellent) and then he drove throvgh France, Belgium, Holland and into Grerivany arriving in Liinen wid
afternoon in ume o do sene fying.

The festival is prmanily a single line event with some truly siunning creations including a Bok tvpe with
a vlock Tace, the hands on which are geared and blown by the wind, a line of genkis which de well in
what are often light winds and, of course, Willy Koch's latiice work kites which were seen at
Weymouth earlier this year.

Friday night was pin trading in the hangar. Kevin increased the size of his coltection but has a Jong way
to go to cateh up with Uncle David with his 24000

Satorday night was party night in the hangar with international relations being cemmented with capious
quanlities of (rerrnan beer and a narional spirtt by the name of Feigling. fig extract in Vodka, The ritual
15 10 tap the bottle furiously on the table (naisy ) until it turns cloudy, remove the top and place on end of
nose, drink the bottle in one then flick off the top. This is very silly! There was also an exeellont migh
f1v with scime superb fireworks. '

Sunday saw the weather break. There wus limited flving in the morning but by midday peaple were
leaving with tractors towling campers amnd cars ot of what was rapidiy reverting 1o being 2 riverside
bog.

W e staved on and spent the arlernoon being shown how to make miniature kites, for indoor flving. by
-~ Ton Yinken from Holland. :

An excetlent supper was followed by an unbelievable wce cream - there are pictures available.

hanks o Statford and Kevin Yoy oreamizing the irp and tuviting us ansd we hope Lo have the privileve
of attending the testival next yoar,

One Sky - One Worid

Carolvn apd | had 2 superb day out al Barbury Castle in Wiltshire on |4tk October 1996, It gave usthe
epporicnily (o fy the ‘Peace Comet” kite, a Himited cdition (29/100) diamond Malay designed by Jane
Parker-Arubrose, which we bonghe in the ‘States. [ understand (although how trus il is | don’t know -
maybe somesne can contirm or deny) 1hat numbers | and 2 are owned by Gorbachev and Ronald
Rengan respectively and that the kite was dusigned for the [first One Sky - One World. It's a good story!

he design is planet Barth wath the Stars "o Stripes and the Hanymer & Sickle Nags cither vide, 2 gold
eorret streaking overhesd.

(el (well VERY good actuatly} winds meant a long walk io retrieve the 'Brick Wall® so bear inging
was abandoned Tor the day.

An exeelient day’s flymg and thanks to evervone at W.H.K.T. for another excelient piece of
orgaaisabion.

Jarry & Carolyn Swift
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And finally a note from the Editor.

"I hope someone will bave ime to write to Heather Moore™, my Tinal words 1n the last issue. Thid anyane
manage to find the time to weite to ber? Please lof me kuow if you did,

Fhe Don Mock workshop is going ahead, the last [heard was that 5 people bad signed up, se it will def mtﬂi}’
take place. The venue is the sameas before, Headlands School in Swinden and the date is |5th/ i6th
Febrnary. There are stili places available. up to a maximuom of 20, so if vow are interested send vour deposit
of £75 to David Robinson as soon as pm-ublﬂ The workshop cotncides with our ascretary’s nirthday (which
one ['m1 not sure) so Arthor is ovganizing a ger tepether st the White Hart in Wreemghton on the Sararday
evening. He needs ro kinow nunthers amt the pub would like o know onders in advanee so i vou inlend o zo
get in fonch with Arthur as soon as possible.

i hope you cort follow the palters preces for Dioig s Wiz Bang kite, avy problems fust give e or Dong a
rig.

T hese, of vou al the AGM will know that we gave a donation of £200 1o “The Swindon Macmitlan Appeal”.
The club received a very nice thank you tetter from their appeals manager, Dorathy Woodhouse, 1'm sure you
will be pleased to know that the two nurses are already working at Pnncess Margaret Hospital, in Swindon.

Finally a special thank you from me 1o alt of you who have supporied Cowpat over the last S vears and don't

lorgel the 2 recard aftempts:- Vic Walker with his teddies and Pete Dawson with his Roks will need lots of
ilelp

; | Kite Flying Safety Tips
The MEVERS of Kite Flying The Thingsto AVOID

* Fly a kile iz wel ur slermy woather, ey w keop vous ke * Mfolotweays, moada, car parks milway lines o Meidmps
linw dry e Adrfclds aud low Dying air traffic petiems,

@ Fly g aite nesr povacr Ilnu-: FTEREMT R0 WonRers e o Meurinn of dhe public, swil Tueey phease ke cue!
FETVALY

* Those File ealaog aeen.

* i with wire wr anytiin Falbi o it . o o
By a ke winh wire or anytiing metaibic o the i1 o Animals, they can be frightencd =v kites

* il a srang pulling kite whihont wearing GLOYES Renereber yonr ks oo pei reatly quaie fenely nn tugh i ite
* beave o Bivs of Sving Hne efc on e fhyipg sie sh gt pocosivred ', fond s ard 2Fee Peere a Kl SVELE
o R AR A A RO Tt COANDYPLIASE ATNDYTHOS! FOWER LINE 0

FRire fraiyals may have U7 0 A clemrasce o 1y
legher., ALL!

Where the WEHEF go to fly their kiftes

WHITE HORSE KITE FLYERS v at Barbury Castle Country Park, Wroughton, Swindon, Wil
on (he SECOND Sunday of each month  yardens Mouge{Lynne)

Will YOU be there? 01793 843346
Local WHKTE comacts are:
Ron Guanter on: (01793 770784
Neit Harvev on: (01285} 740295
Arthur bibble on: ((11635) 863976

: And
Bave Robinson on: (017973) 824208

The COWPAT HILL Journal
Journal of the White Horse Kite Flyers
Editonal Team: Dave & Jans: Joaes
15 Bucklebury Cloze, Siratton St Margarel, Swindon, SN3 41H
Tel: 01793 B23493
Club Sebscrption: £6.00 {One year 1)
fincluding postage and kite flying insurance)

Whilsr every cae = lwken when compiling Mis jowusad ihe WHEF cannot accopt
resporsibllity for Any erears of Omussions which may oo



