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Our First Mince Pie Fly

After several years of being woken up too early in the morming by John Barker and
i1 7 R S

Ooops! Must have forgotten to load ink in the pen, just like Doug Fones forzot to faad
film in his camera ar the evening meal whilst lrying to take group photos. Well John
uscd to call us at 6.00 am our dme to ask “What time is #t?” Ha Ha Ha, rcal funny John!
This year Marla & I decided to show up and surprise cveryone in our bather Christmas
disguises. We found ocut it is all erue what we heard about the fly, Wet and cold! Wet
for sure and not much wind. Tt was wonderful to see so many of vou and to participate
in the raffic. I bought tickets but Marla was not around for the drawing. Could she
have rattle burn-out? 1 think not! The mince pies were good and they say the soup was
alse. Many thanks (o Ieil for all he docs to make the fly possible, kara & I mayv stay
in hed next year and wait for John's call or we might NOE.....oooiiceveeee s reriiaie
You never know where we might show up?

Happy kite flying

Fon and Marla lithite Horse Kite Flyers
' PO Box 585

SIFINDOM
SN3 4VH




White Horse Kite Flyers
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
& November 1998 :

Welcome -

I the ubsence of the President due to 4] Lealth the Chuirman welcomed al the members to the A (i,
Ron is warting 1o go into sospiial [or a pacomaker w0 be fimed and the Chaimman has sent the Club's
bosr wivhes.

Apclogies _ e _

Ron Guater, Simon Hennessey, Jorry and Carolvi Swill. Martin Dibbie, Sarab and Harrie: Capowell,
ibe Longbottoans, T.en and Jen Purpel?, Tes sl Tayah Purnell, Pavl and Jov Methuen, Anne Broom,
Carchine Briee, Ron and Marda Miller, Sean and Cherrell, Sam and Davin Zetler, Sanny and Kathy
Huamner, Rob Pratt. Bary and Kelly Crites, Greg und Sue Clark, Kim Drury, Dave and Susie
Chrisienson, Vic Eshpeter.

Minutes of the 1997 AGM 3
These were published in the December 1997 edivon of Cowpat Hill. Theme are no matters asising.

Chairman's Report
The 16l teal of the Chalrman's Report is pub:shed in (his edition of Cesvnet Hifl.

Treasorer's and Secretary's Reports -

Coples of the aveounts were passed 1o the ciub members ol the AGM. 1GTT/94 represints the first vear
that the ¢lub has made a shigh Inss, however the sicek: of sled kites may be updersiaied as net el have
been received from the printer. The [nland Rovenue gul it touch with the club shovdy alter the festival,
they were checking on the tiders at the {ostival miher than the club.A Homdance at the workshops has
nod been as good ax haped, but thank« i those who did attemd, Cam all club members plense make sure
they tell vihers about the workshops when they can?lL was suggested thal Honorariums of £30 sach be
given to Janct Robinson (Treaswo), Dave and Jane Jones (Editor, Cowpat Hill) snd Neil Harvey
{printer Cowpal Hill). This motion was cartied I was sugpested that the Club should consider a v o-
oer fee structure 12, single and furily, This was no passed. Anincrease in the membership fee to £8
with eifect from 1 Nowember 199G was proposed by Dave Jonos, sceonded by Arthur Dibhic and
passed. New members will be charged pro rata on £

Editor's Report
There have been problems with gettmyr sucficient articlos for Cowpat Hill, 1o the cvient thal the last
cdiion wus 0oing to be the last as a week ater the desdline only 2 articles had been received.

Election of Officers

Prosiden) - Ron Gunler (elected lor 1ifs)

Chairman - Nedl Harvey (proposed Alan Cutram, secunded Jobn Barker, passed)

Viee Chiatmman - Arthur Thibble {proposed John Barker, seconded Barrv Poulter, passed)
Treasurer - Junct Robinson {proposcd Pat Dell, sceomded Tanet Poudier, prssed)

Seeretary - David Rubinson (proposed Barry Poulter. sevonded Janet Poulter. passed )
Editor - Thive and Jane Jones {proposed Dave Robinsen, seconded Asrthur Dibble, passed)
A vote of thanks was given by the lub v Dave and Jane (or 211 (heir Bard Wik,

Cotmnuiitee: Tauct Pouiter, Roug Jones, Dave Jones. Jane Jones, Martin Ciovion, Brenda Furnell, Ran
Miller, Fete Dawson, Caroline Bruce, Phil Scarie, All are witlieg o stand for a further year, Pele
Wiilis proposed for the commitice by Dave Rohinson, secanded by Jane Jones and carrred.

1989 Festival : . & .
The eoalact st Wronghuen nus changed and the commitice are experiencing ditficultios in peliing a
mecing with her, As a resalt the plan is that the Festival will go alead as this year. It was agreed Ihal

thee ghiould be a bar at the 1999 [osiival, althiugh this will depend on Wroughton, The members . 1he
ACM weere usked k1 sugeest jnlernational puesls whe shonld be asked 1o attend - as in past vears
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atiempts will be made o Ge in with Waymouth. Suggestions were Christian Baden Powell. Fnw
fansman, Jannika Gicen and Tom Geers. §Lwas noted that whilst one trader has been losr, 1w
additional fTiers will be joining the fostval, it was agreed that one new rader should be invited to the
(estival Calering for the Saturday evemmg was discussed; Dave Robinson has identified a new caterer
who might be interested in trading at the festival and has offerad o pav a fee. Dave will see il the
caterer would be willing to stay on lor the Saturday evening although Dave will need an indication
[rom club members of the numbers likely o want feod so that he can tell the caterer. Onie member
asked why we do not provide programmes (or the public, Neil advised that it caused problems because
the weather invariably results in changes o the order. Lowever it was agreed that a blackboard would
be used (o publicise w hat would he happening.

Other Events

The club attended a let ol new events in 1998 and the commitlee has no reason to think that the number
of events atlended in 1999 will be any less. The club has been invited 10 Southend on Sea (at the
suggestion ol The Kile Sociciy) hul il clashes with Portsmouth, there was also some concern al whese
there would be suilicient space 10 My, The festival will be in conjunction with a Nautical Weckend,
which attracted 40.000 visiiors over 2 daye in 1998, 1998 saw the fitst visit by the Club
Cleethorpes, this was good festiva) but the site was small when the tide was in, Concerns huye heon
taised about the lack of members at Barbury for ¢lub flv-ins durin g the seuson, however wilh the larpe
number of events the Club now atlends members (ind ihemselves petang spread a bit than. The peint
wis made that constitution af the Club includes a siatement that members should go out and spread the
word about Kites and surely this is what they are doing by altending festivals.

Ciub Projects for 1999 and the Millennium

The Chairman would like to sec a new train buall for the club. he suggested a star kite. There was a
sugpestion from the floor that this project should be tied 10 the workshop. However it was felt that they
mity be problems with trying to e in with the workshop. as non-attending members may net get
involved. The frogman's legs po down very well and the vakeo tiain is still being waorked on.

Equipment Purchases for 1999
A 10Dy 10 put up tent was bought in 1998, There was a suggestion that music speakers should be
bought, however it wis agreed not o proceed as the cost 1o get good quality would e wo high.

Any other Business

Pete Dawson has got in touch with STACK in eonncetion wilh a winter league. He will act as a contact
point [or eanyone who is interested.

Close

In the absence of the President the Chairman vlosed the mecting and lhanked everyone who artended
the AGM, also thanked all those who had helped during the year

Thank You

Dear Arthur

Thank you so much for making me the winner of the Halloween fancy dress. My
ummy (Sarah to you) helped me all day to get ready and make my face to look like

a wiich. My brother Ashley said Ididn’t need any makeup on. The sweels you gave

me for winning T shared with my brother. [ don’t know why, [t was a shame that it

rained so hard. but I had great fun getting wet. Well I hope to sce you soon.

Big cudidles

Harriett

WHKF Cowpat Hl Jznuary - March 1992 Fags 3



Autumn Workshop 97

It was with some trepidalion that for the first time | agreed to do a workshop on
parachuting Teddies as a tutor. Workshops up to now had been as a participant or a
helper.

This is to be WHKF workshop 5 and having seen the standards set in the preeeding 4
by international names such as Sam Houston and Don Mock along with our
indigenous Barry Poulter, Franchesca Caton and Jon Browning. I was a little
nervous. This was not helped when 1 found I had people like John Caton taking part.

So, much preparation and a sack of Teds trom Kitcability and we are off. Well |
don't know what the participants thought but 1 had a great weekend and | have
always believed that if the instructor enjoyed it, it has been OK.

I now understand the feeling of elation that the instructors get when their creations
come together for someone else. When all four bears released perfectly and their
‘chutes opened first ime gave me a pleasure to make it all worth while. I can now
also know the delight l"rancheqca felt to see a line of Super Teds. flving high or
Barry 10 see a collection of his Fan kiles.

It only remains for ime to once again to say thanks to every one who made this such a
memarable week end not only the turors evervone who organised the event, fed us,
pandered to our every need but most of all 1o these with-out whom nothing could
have becn done :- The participants.

After this cvent I shall be honoured If any one else counsiders it worth while inviting
me again.

Arthur

Wanted

Wanted a good home for a Singer Industrial Sewing Machine, straight stitch only in
good working order. Il has been given by our President who has no longer any use
for 1t.

Anvbody interested in it pl-::a,:-.;e contact me Neil Harvey as soon as possible and if
there is more than one person interested I will make a draw at the Feb. meeting at
Barbury,

While we thank Ron for this gift we a] so wish him and Ret all the hest for the New
Year and hope that he has his operation soon and that it is a suceess,

Nei.



Bears with Altitude

Head pounding, the fateful day assaulted my consciousness. After tablets, showering
and breakfast the headache had not diminished but the decision to “sally forth” was
tuken. Three stops, forty miles and an cternity later the venue was reached. Going
in | had just missed the briefing so I was shown fo my place and collapsed into the
chair. The course dircetor gave me a packet of white powder and said * this will
make you feel better”. When the room came back into focus 1 was seriously behind
with my task and set 10 with a befuddled vengeance.

Luncheon time came and was a pot fuck
affair and we all pitched in. We were
instructed in the art of aircraft recognition by
a single (some said simple) minded person
with a Comet fixation. So much that all the
planes seemed 1o be called Comets albeit by
different manufacturers. Refreshed and ‘confused, the second session started,

Progress was a little better in the afternoon and when we had reached a cerlain point
the director gave an informative lecture on planning and design factors. Further
construction was then undertaken until the end of the session. One of our number
having completed the task and the rest being about halfway through it. The trek
home was a long but uneventful journeyv.

Day two dawned an hour early, something to do with the clocks or a time warp
(S PQOKY or what!l). With me feeling bright and cheerful the journey to the
cenfre scemed (o take half the time of the previous day. The tasks for today
appeared slightly more complex but with help and instruction from the course
director all of us wore able o cope.

' ; Lunch was another pot luck allair, with the addition of a
- superb curry supplied by a member of another course, The
- - leclure today was on meteorology. given by an eccentric and

= BN demented looking *N™ (chairman), still being none the wiser
& Dl about types of rain we returned to our labours,

To start with I did not think that we would [inish the project

in the alloted time. However, it all seemed to come together
very quickly at the end and at 4.30pm the decision to launch was taken.
SUPKRTEDS ARE G0!!'! The winds at the launch site were swirling and some
difficulty was had with the launch vehicle. Asno stabiliser (tail) had been brought I
volunteered my Ted to act as 1 controlling influence. By now a large crowd had
gathered and the rest of the l'eds weire attached 1o the line, take off, and all Teds arc
safely deployed. Pictures were taken to commemorate the evenl as the bears danced
on line. Dave Robinson said “1 like “em, they are bears with attitude”. “No!” said I
“they are BEARS WITH ALTITUDE",

In conclusion, T would like 1o thank everybody involved with this weekend for the

thoroughly enjovable time [ had. With special thanks to Franchesca for planning the

course and for the medication, Junet for getting me more tablets and keeping our
W=KF Cowpat HIl uanuary - March 1992 Pags B



coffes mugs fiiled and ro the genticman whe supplicd such & wonderful ¢ wery: |
ABOIOEIER for nol remembenm your name. My onlv regrer 15 that | never took THY
camera, Thiz was my Qirst workshop expenence and | was slightly apprehensive
abour ir all, but sow 1 cap’t wail for the nexr one and hope 10 see some more
membpers at it {the workshop that is!), :

Trevor Hughes

Sky Chat.

Well into another year we go, so firstly iay | wish you all a presperous New Year,
and hope ihat you Tn..-mage 0 keep your resolutions at least a few days.

Siany thanks fo those who atiended the AGM and made i't worth while. It Is always
great to hear members views on the wav the Club should progress into the nexr
nnitennimm, 1 wonder if the Club will be about in the next century let alone in the
vear 3000 AL At jeast it will not bother rac by then.

{-fub projects and workshops are in hand. and details wili be relcased as soon as
passible, so be ready. The Club is going up in the air without the help of a breeze.
We have just bought from Vic Walker a 48 foor mast. This will enable us to g0
dropping Teddy Bﬂdl"s on windiess days and at cvente where there s nol r-ucmﬂh
roetn fo Ty our kites. Just got 1o set Dave R fit 1o pump 1t up. think of his waist line,
Iistructions say < sinuies for erection, the watches are out Dave. More power to the
Ted Berels. What next Rocket faunched Teds? (no I never said than

Many thanks 1o those who bmved the weather for The Mince Pie Flv-In, Well § told
YOU It was st a cleanng up storm, some of us had a lovely Oy at dusk. Bt the
SURPRISE of the day was the appearance of Ron and Marly Miller aka Mr & Mrs
Christrnas just to round otf the day.

Ui guick count we have rarsed about £100 for The Imverial Cancer Research Fund.
Many thanks again especiallv to &l ihose who donated rattle prizes and hought
tickets,

Did you see on Chanuel 4 on 28th Dec the programme on Stonchenge a little boy
Hylug a While Torse sled kite at the Avebiry Ring® Spotted by Doug lones, the
sreen tadpoles get cverywhere.

Wetl better ged on with iy nex| DT{_‘?[ECT wihat is it, you will have to wait amxl sec.
Wishing vou tight lines and clean winds in 99

I

Py

[F e
i e



Halloween Night Fly

What js the matter with this club? Are the majority of the members totally mad ? We
organiscd a Halloween Night fly for the Saturday evening and the weather was some
of the worst we have had this year!

What happens? We gel almost 50 people turn up with ail the children in tancy dress,
12 special kites and 10 pumpkin lanterns and they all consume large quantities of
chilli and mulled wine. They even go out in the torrential rain and ry to fly their
kites. T ask you "Are these people sane?" The answer s delinitely "NQ" they are kite
flyers.

All I can say is a very humble "i'hank you" to each of you who turned out on such a
disgusting evening and made it so much fun. This is what we are all about. not who
flics the biggest, fastest, most spectacular, cleverest or most expensive Kite, but who
flies? That puts us all on the same footing and whether you are navice or ex pert we
should all have one thing in mind.

THE ENJOYMEN'T ot KITING

Finally [ should like to thank Kennet Kite Fliers for the original idea, Do you have
any more brain wuaves we can pinch ?

Arthur

P.5. I had a call the following morning to show me that it had been a cledaring up
storm as it was by then a heautiful sunny day.

For Sale
Toys for big boys, or big loys for bovs. or even big toys for big boys.

Included in rthe collection of kites from the late John Daleman, which T am sclling [or
his partner. were lwo furbines. Why might this be of interest t© a WHKE mentber
you ask? Well, it’s all about size (as usual). One 13 just plain big and the other
ginormous.

Lhe smaller of the two is abont 30 feet Jong but has been appliqued so would be a job
for a stitch ripper and some new panels. The other is well aver 50 fest long with
muiticoloured panels and a few small rips. A scrious piece of kit.

If you are interested, give me a call (01502 712570) and we can sori out a price,
they have 10 go 10 a good hame, and someone with a lifter to suit.

Pon’ expect me to post them, they are big.



To All

Well apother year is over. a few more places visiled and more friends made, Loaking back, -
it's been a good year, doing workshops and [lying at most evenrs. The weslher has been
pretty good rao. . -

We arrived nervously [or the workshop, we dida’t know what to expect. but Tracy & | took
our places and sct to work. Soon the nerves were gone. It was so refaxed and people were
very helpful. At the end of the two days we had both managed to finish our projects. We
thoroughly cnjoyed ourselves and a big thank you 0 all who made it happen. I you
haven't tried a workshop. have a go, don't be nervous. I'm sure you will enjoy il,

What will the new year bring? Lofs of new events, wife permilting {only joking. she's as
bad as me)?

In the new year.l am looking to buy a 4 line soft kite. I have flown 2 types, thanks (o Dioug
Marmners and Arthur Dibble, bur | would like o try a Sky 'Iger before T buy at our festival. |
am told that they have a different [cel to all. the rest. ‘So. if'anyone has got one. and is willing
w0 fel me have a go, [ would be very grateful. ' :

H anyone is interested in buying some ripstop (balloon guality Tam told) at £1.75 a metre
see me or give (rraham a ring at Arundale,
Ie is willing to sell it to WHEKF members,

He has about 10 colours in stock. He also arundﬂ le

has lines (100 Ib to 720 1b) by the roll. -

The minimum order is £100 but perhaps UNIT 12 ENTERPRISE HOUSE

several of us could get together. l.et me CHENEY MANCR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
know it you are interested. SWINDON

‘ WILTS. SNg 2YZ

Hope you had u good Christmas and that Tel & Fax: (01793) 514151

you got all you asked for. Happy new

year to all, see you on the flying field.

Fete Willis
Robinson’s Ramblings

Qclober saw another suceessful workshop, for the White Horse Kite flyers. with Barry
Poulter’s Fang kite, Franchesca Caton’s Superted and Arthur Dibble’s Teddy Bear
Dropping Rig. We didn’t have oo many people this vear but those who'came said that
they thoroughly cnjoyed it and what a wonderful workshop it was! It was a great social
event, of course, as well. Lot of re-quests for another one in Fehruary but unfortunately.
due to time, or lack of time I should say, this won’t be possible. We are making plans to get
Sam Houston back in October to do a [our foot Roller - no sewing involved! This will be a
stuck-dawn Rolier with double-sided sticky ‘tape as per the Genki which he did about Iwo
years ago now. Should be a wonderful class, with lots of inlerestalready. This class will
work out at about £45 but what we’ll do is put some final bits and pieces, when we've got
it all wgether, into the next magazine. with a booking form. As per all the others. there'll be
2 50% deposit. 1 wam you, if it's anything like Sam’s first class, places will 2o quickly. 1.ast
time [ had & waiting list: We can only accommodate about 20 people. We're going to try to
do it on one day but, for those people who think that they might want more time. ['m going
fw iry to get Sam to do it over two days. 5o you'll have the choice of doing it in one day or
taking longer if you wish. We'll then have some flying out on the School playing field in
the afterncon. Again, there will be a pot-luck tunch (this is where you hring Tood and wo
share it). Please wait for the booking form and details in the next magazine - don’t be
tlempted 10 ring me as I won’t be able to take a booking without the form.

WHEE Cowpat Hill Uanuary - March 1892 Fage &



Chairman’s Report 1998

Well another year, another AGM. Is it realiy 12 months since we were here tulking
about the Club and what to do during the next vear?

I think the Club has done pretty well this year. We have atfended more events, many
for the first time. We have also had more helpers and this is very pleasing and
judging by their comments they have enjoyed themselves, We have hud many
comments from event organisers thanking us for our cfforts (even if the weather has
not been in our favour). In addition, many members of the public have passed on
their thanks.

Life never seems to be easy, at some evenis they think we can tly our kites [rom a
pocket hankic sized arena, or under trees or buildings. Things are getting better,
mainly through good planning and site visils,

The weather has been mixed, we had good weather lor our festival (makes a change
- &d) but at others we encounicred “clearing up™ storms,

The warkshops went well this year, the purlicipants were well pleased with the
results. | would like to thank the instructors for all their hard work, beforehand,
and on the day, to enable these classes to run smoothly. It would be nice to see 1 or
2 more in each class.

Onee again WHKF members have travelled abroad, flying the WHKF flag. | believe
_..that. thﬂg all enjoyed themsclves... We have also been visited by overseas gucsts. We
have been Marlaized 3 times. The first visit will never be forgoiten w1th Dave
Robinson’s Dipsy goteha:- Dave may have been 50 but it must have knocked a few
vears off his life. What a shock!!

I have been going on too long so I will shut up, but before 1 do T must thank
everyone who has helped the Club this vear. Too many namces to mention and P'm
bound to forget someone. It was great to see you spreading the gospel about kites to
a wider audience, keep up the good wark.

Before I finish, 1 feel | musi pass comment about Halloween night. What a night, the
clearing up storm-definitely came loo late, but thank you for the efforts you put in to
make the night a success. Shame abou! (he rain. Man}* thanks to Arthur tor all his
hard work und to Lynn and Brian for the food. Must do it again and hope for a dry
windy night.

Tatking of [.ynn and Br:an we are indebied lo them for all they do for the Club,
both up at Barbury and in the corridors of power.

Fimally, bere's Jooking to the future with your hand on a line in '99,

Neil



News from the East

Since joining WHEWF 3 or 4 yours ago. I've only managed 1o meet up with the odd menher
Ty have lots af those - Fel) at Weymoulh and Blackheath. We afe out on a Himb here ar
Nerwich with Old Warden and Biackhesth being the farthest moat of our mambers venture.

1 zm the treasurer and one of the founder metbers of the Thorpe Kite Flvers. We have been
very active for a number of years and maiutain # membership which fluctuates around the
furty mark. '

We have a fiv-in every Sunday and ClA clearance for 10006t once 2 moath.

A5 well as the Sunday mesiings we pul on displays at many events during the year,
sometimes supported.by. the very able display team “The kv Divers” .Colin, Steve. Nige
and Barry, wic are club members.

Cur evenis organiser and secreiacy, John Arnort, gof togsther a goed package of events for
the "98 season, As well as a iwmher of villave fates and chatity events we had successfu!
displays at The Norfolk Police (fala, Aylsham Show. Blickling Tall (571 Liot Air Balloon and
Kite Bvent the Iternational Girl Guides meeting at Holt, Great Yarmouth Carmival and ihe
Mencap Fete at RALF. Coltishail,

We have cur own Par:—achutirﬁg Ted{ij—' Bedrlexperi, Derek Patticld. He is also club iibranan.,
Bemg an ex WW2 bomb aimer he makes sure they drop in the correct place. Well
sonneiies! H AR g1

Poler Waldron, assisted by bis wife Beryi, runs a very good Kite workshop at our larger
svenis. Whilst-a number of us dahblc in Indias Fighters. John Milier has got 1o a standard
where hie is able to pul on a creditable arena dispiay.

A number of us are quite proficicnt with four line kites. I like to think that these are niy
specialily.

As a club we putl on good displays and fosether with our banners we add colour (o (b
feres and galas we attend. : :

At present we de not have a club display team. The Sky Divers are members but operate
independently and support us whenever they have free ime. This 15 a pity as the public do
fike to see “them that fly fike the Red Armrows™. Malcolu Overlon and myself are frviig to
gel iogether some sorm of rouline with revolutions. The Decorators need not worryl Sill,
YOu never know, '

ur final event of the yeur iy the A.G.M. in December. this is usualiy a very well aftended
mecting fohiowed by a raitle and a three course meal.

rinadly. [ poticed in the Decvmber issue the Bditor's comments with regard 1o lack of
miertal for Cowpat. Do all ciubs suffer from this problem? | hear complaints being niade
about our T.E.F. magazine. Mostly they are made by people, like myself, who cannot be
tothered 10 put pea to papes. I i were not for our secretary, John Arnotl, T douhl whethey
we wourd have a magazine at all. He composes, prints and issues. Sometimes there are ftems
by smembers but not often. .1 feel parl of the probiem is that a lot of people think hat they
have very Blle to write abont that would be of interest to others. To that T say. just write
and 1et the editors make the decisions. After atl, that is their jal.

Fope to see you at Weymouth and Wrotighton in 99, In the meantime have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy Now Year,
Davd Eensteas
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QOur Year

Digar Dave

I've just received my latest copy of Cowpat Hill und sce that once again you ar¢ short of
articles. 1 must admit that | had intended to write something for the “Dibble free” edition
but unfortunately 1998 seems to have thrown a fair number of prablems at the Irvine family
and for one reason or another I just don’t seern to have had the time. So thought now
would be as good a time as any with One Sky One World tomarrow!

We had 1998 planned out in advance by February with all the festivals and events we were
going to visit, unfortunately over our first festival of the year (Stowe) some very helplul
person stole our caravan. This tended to make staying al festivals a bit of a pain as we
hadn't budgeted on staying in B&B plus paying off the remaining funds on the caravan not
covered by the insurance (they don't tell you that when you sign up!)

Stowe was a nice festival if somewhat wet. My son David and I attended as Scouting
representatives and camped in the mire. Sadly, few other Scouts attended even though we
advertised it locally through our district. From what 1 remember of the weekend the winds
were light and there were mixed showers, We managed to buggy at the end of the festival
site although, because of the slope. it was quite difficult to make it back to the top in the
light winds.

At Weymaouth we had to make some quick arrangements to stay over the weekend. We
assisted Arthur with the bear dropping and had a great time. Again the weather was
variable and if you look carefully at the picture in Kite Passion of this vears Wevmouth

- yow'll see a slumped figure in-a blue anorak with hood o ghily around his head. Yup, that’s
me!

Our own festival was up to ifs usual standards, al though the snow held off for another year.
I was sad thal we were unable to stay for the Saturday night but bought raffle tickets
anyway. 1 had seen a strange three sided kite in the tent and thought that it looked really
mieresting. Imagine my delight when T was grected with “T hate you [rvine®” from a certain
Chairmian, ves the kite was mine. We spent all of the Sunday trying to fly this three line kite.
It’s a Synergy 333 and a limited edition 100. 1 can’t thank Marla cnough for donating it to
the raffle as it certainly is a talking point wherever we fly if, In fact, the rest of the family
like it so much I've had to make 2 copies so that I can fi v one mysell. Of course with 1wo
the same you can fly ope in each hand which totally serambles your brain!

[ have finally resolved the problems with my boar dropping winch and include the diagram
for others to use il they wish (you'll have to wait until the next issue - Ed). We
represented the bear bombing division of the WHKFE at the Hengistbury festival together
with Peic Dawson and family and Doug and Angela Manners, Hengistbury is always very
busy with kids and parents lining up from 10am to Spm without a break and this year was
no-different. Deug and 1 both had: vigs running and therc was a'steady stream of bears
falling to the ground. One of the low spots was when 1 had to retrieve one of my bears
together with “chute from a middle-aged couple wha had decided to watk off with him.
They were most surprised when I asked for my bear back and tricd to say that the children
had (old them they-werc free. T must admit this is not the first time we have had our bears
stolen and I am wondering how best to ensure that more don't go missing. i is very
difficult to keep (rack of multiple bears when the crowd is as large as at major festivals. Any
suggestions gratetully received.

Whilst on the subject of bear dropping. we attend a number of local fetes to wave the
“WLHKF flag (or green T shirt) and-whilsi at one such event one of the grown ups started
laking the mickey out of David for dropping hears. 1le suggested that bungey jumping
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wauld be more appropriate.  David. not 1o be outdone, then made up a bungey jumping rig
on the spot and had the crowd in stiiches as multiple bears bounced up and down on the
line.

We've been involved in a number of Scouting activities over this year, the major one being
the 1998 Air Activities week at Fembrey in Wales. I took my kites and the buggies and
ended up giving buggy rides to around 50 sconts along the fantastic sands at Pembrey. The
following day [ had difficulty in standing up (not the beer, honest!). 1 have since been
approached to design a quad kite for the scouts to buggy with. It's there on paper but yot
o be proletyped. David and I are off to the Scout Air Activitics conference next weekend
together with Pete Dawsgon we will be running kire making workshops and giving
demonstralions, so hopefully we can entice some new converts (o the wonderful hobby we
all share. Unfortunately I will not be able 10 make the workshop this time as [ am otherwise
accounted for but I'll try for the next one. We hope to see everyone at the AGM ox at the
Mince Pie [1v-in.

Hest wishes

Doug, Rosie and David lvine.

-The AKA Convention and Otherthings

in October Andrew Rummings. Phil Scarfe and 1 {Doug Junes) went to the AKA
Convention at Ocean Shores in Washington State, USA.

i had been tempted to go since my last visit {0 Ron and Marla Miller tast October (*97).
When [ learned that Andrew and Phil were also planning lo go we got together and bought
3 return tickets to Seattle.

Andrew left a few days before Phil and I, so he spent some time learning about moonlight
walks with Sam Houston. It appears that there is no such thing as jet lag in Sam’s book and
so Andrew stayed out until 3am on Mount Rainier. but Sam let him have a fay in bed and
woke him at 7Tam for further trekking,

Phil and [ arrived on the Friday-to-be-met-hy-Marla and her erandsons Mason and Vanee
along with Andrew. It was realised that Andrew was having a “real cool time"™, he was
also hyper with excitement.

On arrival al Ron and Marla’s house we had a quick wash and brush up before going for a
meal at Point Deffance. Later we refired to bed.

Saturday dawned. and it was off to Long Beach, via Costeo for such essentials as jelly
beans eic, for it was One Sky One World. On arriving at Long Beach it was a quick look ar
the Kile shops and museum and then down to the beach lor a quick kite fly. ‘That evening
we werc enlertained by Jim and Kay Bucsing. On Sunday we made sure that we were
counted flying kites. Phil was able to put up « variety of Wallace and Gromit parafoits and

« Big Red made its first appearance on this US trip, Before returning to Tacoma we had to
take in onc of Mason's gounmet recommendations, pizza st Bubag.

Eventuaily we arrived at Ocean Shores. Ron had to stay behind and work for a coupie of
days. Marla stayed in the Shilo Inn with her 3 telephones and televisions. one for each
room in the suite including the loo. The 3 of us stayed at Sam and Ann’s beach hut (a
palace on cnough ground to build an entire estate in this country). Tt was difficult to know
who was the more hyperactive, Sam or Andrew. Sam is always chatting, bringing things out
to show you, while Andrew is 50 excited about everything he sees. '
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Andrew took along a number of his miniature Cody Kites, I think he was a litile
disappoinicd by the initial interest shown at the convention, but suddenly everyone was
after one. When Sam saw Andrew flying one backwards he coined the name “Wrong Way
Rummings”. At first Sam lold this was after an American Footballer nicknamed “W rong
Way Corrigan”. We later found out the Corvigan was in fact an aviator who said he was
going to fly.non stop, from New York to the west coast. Tn fact he ended up in Burope, the
excuse being that he misread his compass.

Meanwhile, at the AKA Convention we set about flying the required kites at the afternoon
fly ins (o get our pins. There are five pins. each representin g a lype of kite, such as delta,
rokkaku, box ete. When all pins arc collected they form a large eddy kile.

In the convention rooms there were classes on sticking kites together, by Sam Houston.
high technology kite parts, by Kathy Goodwind, miniature kites, kite acrial photography
cic, At the sale room [ met Jody Hagaman again, '

At the banquet there was the auction. Most of the items were way above anything we
could sensibly afford. A Gibson Girl was sold for $570 (abont £300), 1 have never seen one
go for more than £100 in this country. Several kites went for more than $1000 and
generally the prices wore in the $500 to $800 range. [ bought a car number platc with
Oklahoma KITER. It looks good on my bedroom wall.

Ron won the star prize in the raffie, a buggy complete with 2 kites and 2 crash helmet,
Bugey Bov Miller!

One noted attender at the convention was Stafford Wallace. who almost choked to death
when he asked ahout our air fare. He wished he'd never asked.

Our fares were exceedingly cheap. any cheaper and they would have almost been paying us
0 go.

On arrival back at Tacoma it was washing and generall vy refaxing with a trip to Seattle with
Kim. Phil went locking at “Hot Cars™ with Marla's brother.

Phil and I came back carlier than Andrew becausc we had to return to work. Tn that time
Andrew had plans to cycle and roller blade to eve rywhere in the state of Washington,

Uur thanks must be given o Ron and Marla Miller for arranging everything and o Sam and
Ann Houston for putting us up at Ocean Shores. We had 4 great time and look forward (o

seeing our American friends again.

Loug Jones

Internet News.

Well, not a lat really ! | have changed servers (that's the communication com pany that links
me [o the intemet, for those who don't know. ) and in doing sa the web page [ kept for the

club has now gone. If anyone on the internet wishes to contact me then ¢ mail to:-

peter@whk[.freeserve.co.uk

I would be pleased if one and all did do so as [ wasn't uble to transfer the addresses [ had
collccted over 10 the new system ' but at icast if there is anything of importance comes up
you'll know.

As to the web page, if there is interest then I look at rejuvenating it. but just like the
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magazine, il docs require toput to nrake itworlhwhile. Trying to update the site monihiy is
quite a chore when no-one inputs any sossip !! (yes Dave, | know how you fecl 1) Il see
about pulling up a test page in the new year so check out the site then:- gl
www. whki freeserve.co.uk I believe. but not uatil mid January. j

Did you know.... 1 just ran a search on how many web sites there arc on Kiies and kite
flying - there are some 195,630 sites !!!! and this club was one of them!

Regards
Feter Dawson.

The owd boy wot dew the vdimatorial say if yew domt send him some owd squit fur the
parish magazine then there ont be one, but dew vou do dew then he can dew one, Niver
one 1o fam down a chance for a mardie | sct down with my owd scamuiator and this duzzy
heap of stuff.cum- out. Thas.a good job thers 4 control wor tun that from sufflik into hinglish
wol yew lot down there can figure out, cos we have u rum owd time trying to latch on to
wQy vor a sayin of. Im agoin to press that owd buttink now!

Isn't technology marvelous

Rescue Kites

Often, when you dare, or care to admit 1o {lying kites in non kite company, some one will
tell of early flying caperiences with a 'yellow box kite' which they then sadly go on to say,
thit they don't know what happened 1o it Kite flyers 'of an agce' are more precise and tell of
early experience with 'Gibson Girls' which of course can be misconstrued by those not in
the know. My own early flying was with an immaculate GG. and 1o, I don't know what
happened o it either. The interest paled somewhat when an Ttem on the old Nationwide
programme showed a Kite which could be 'sieered’. This was excilement to a ieenager and
by dint of contacling the BRC managed to buy a Dynford, mail order, from the man himself.
Mind you steerable was an arpuable lerm, ' '

Reruming to Kite fiying many years tater | found that the GG was now sought after and
treated with a certain reverence. Quite by accident I became the awner of a very taity
example and set about finding a complete set (without paying the prices demanded by some
hopeful sonls in magazines).

The development and history of the system are well known and much detailed research on
the GG has already been complefed, including a4 number of theories and speculation as to
the origin of the name, and there is nothing I can add to any of this except questions,
Hugh Andrew appealed for information in an old issue of Kite [lycr and at one stage was
planning to publish the results of his investigations, did this ever happen? |

OUne of my colleagues at work attends Radio Rallies on a regular basis and [ agked him to
keep a look out for 'yellow wbes’ Evenmally he found one, and at a sensible price, but to his
surprise the siall holder presented him with a very large gubbins that 'went with it', Yes, the
transmitter.  The first question that comes to mind after reading the instructions was. Did
anyone cvor use one in anger? Pulling together the kite and working the trapsmitter on dry
tand is complicated enough, but the thought of being in a dinghy, bobbing about after
having parachuted from a stricken aircraft does not bear thinking about. The instructions
are long and detailed, crecting the kite, attaching the aerial, launching and winding the kite
out. putting out the earth line. the drogue and then attaching the winding handle to the
generator in ihe ransmitter. With the box 'gripped between the legs' and a-wide strap round
you. the instructions were then to tumn the handle steadily at 120 RPM for 2 minutes to
warmithe valves up' before starting to 'key' whatever signal was the order of the day, while
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still turning the handte. | have tried it and iy @rm was cream crackered very quickiy.

Was, then the GG system a success? Judging by the numbers on the post war market, not
too many ended up in the sea, How many thousands must have been produced. [ note a GG
winch was sold at the Kite Svcicty auction several years ago for £25, retlecting the
collectors interest. 5

At g local festival, some years age, an aircraft enthusiast twned up with a car boor [ull of
Interesting” kiws, and as well as a GG he produced an amazing Rockét propefled sell
erecting aerial kite. This form of kile was deserived much more accuratety by Davill Hu ches
tn the Kiteflyer. but here is an abridged version..The first major and obvious difference is
that this is a traditional Conyne, not a box,  This overcame the probiem of having to pui 2
bex kite-together andt then-tension it by having the kil assembled, complete with alt its
spars, and then folding the wings back on themselves by having the main spreader in two
halves with joinls which slid down the longerons. The 2 top loifgerons and spreader are of
Durat but the single lower longeron is spruce. The spreader was put under tension by 2
pieces of clastic connected to the front of the loagerons, In order to keep the kite folded it
was wiapped in a fabric sabot which was slitched along its length to provide cells for the
Iine and held together, in the manner of 4 hinge with, 6 ordinary split pins through the 2
halves of the hinge,

the method of operation was 1o rest ke kite in its sabot in the hottom of Hhe dinghy.,
pointing wpwards with the aerial line atlached to the dinghy. and with the other end of the
sahot atlached by a line to a rocket which was then fired form an adaptor or ada pted Verey
pistol. In theory, off went the rocket and the line unraveled, at the top of the flight the line
tightens, pulls out the pins. the subot is pulled of and the elastics pull the spreader into the
wurmal position and there you have a flying Conyne.

daid 0 e R e R e e T
with rockets, SlarHIIRINg leglic, Kitz in it5 sabat and linc. A substenial FiECe Gl K

The whole caboodle is packed into a large flattened cardboard tube 3ft long 6 inches wide
ii.

Research showed this faunching system to have been patented by one John Whectwriglht

of Tonbridge Kent in October 1945, although he applied for the patent in 1942 The model |

saw was made by AVRO in 1244 and know of at least one more of these owned by a well

known {Tyer from Kent. Are there any mere out there?

Amazingly vut of the car boot came yet another Aerfal kate. again a Conyne, but this lime
tztescopic. Both the longerons and the spreader were in 2 haives which slid up and down
cach other in guides made of 2 picces of brass mbing sweated together. The whole
assembly was held-rigid by sprung wircs' within the tubes. exactly the same #s on an
umbrella, the spring shaped with a gentle ramp to allow the kite to be crected but with a
vertical face lo stop it folding up again. :

The Kite when telescoped is rolied and pushed into a very stout cardboard tube which acts
as a form of reel with the aerial wrapped round a cenfer potion which has two checks
keep evervthing in place. The Kite in its flying tube is then put into a screw toppesd
cardboard tibe similar to a2 GG but much lenger znd bigger in diameter. the outside of fhic
lube fras detailed insiructions for rigging the kite, flving it and attaching an aenal. The
ilustration is of it being fiown from a boat rather than a dinghy, so is this a military kite or a
later development for civilians, it is all in an orange yellow which indicates it could be
service issue of some sori, possibly American, can anybody help with further information?

I hope I am not alone in finding older kites fascinating. so perhaps some of the morc
knowledgable amongsi you out there could delve into the archives and find some gemas.

Hugh
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And finally a note from the Editor.

A very big thank you for all your kind words at the AGM. they were very much
appreciated. The plea for articles seemed o have worked. Once again thank you very
much because I nearly have enough articles for the next magazine as well, but don’t et thal
put you off putting pen to paper. If you wani to send your article by disk, that’s OK. Our
Apple Mac will quite happily read PC disks, but it would make life cusier if vou saved
your docament in text format. We will do our hest 10 yetum vour disks. 'We may soon
have an E-Mail address, so watch this space. '

1 hope you all had a good Christmas and that Santa (not the Milier version) was kind to
you. It was great to sce Ron & Marla agati.

Finally, best wishes for the new vear and 1 look forward fo seeing you all on the flying
field, some time in ‘99, '

" Kite Flying Safety Tips

The NEVERS of Kite Flying The Things to AVOIT

= Fv a kite la wel ov slormy wearher, trv ta keep vour Kite * BMutorwuys: reads, car parks milway lues or builoings.
Lime diy. E: * Abdfields wnd low Hying air t=affic patterus.

" Thy a kile near power lines, frausuission Sowers ur * Menbers of Wi public.... st fvers ploase mke caret
uEAlS, * Thow kile zating traes. :

* Fly a kite willy wnre or anything eetallic 1n 56 line, " Am'maits, .[he:-,r *‘._:_';n be Frighlened by kites

* Fly a suung pulling Fite withoul weaning GHOVES. ' Reetember..your witar can got really oune lonely up el in the
¥ Leave ode bits of flving lioe ete ox the ymp site, akp, Jrst sccasionudly. look up and stve thom o Lnfe SMILE,
* Fly a kil al over 200 feet? - AN PLHASE, WIND THOSE BOWER i 1M

Mhiie festivals ey Buve CLAA, clearagee o Ry

Nigher, ASKE!

Where the WHKF go to Fly their kites

WHI'T'E HORSE KITE FI.YERS fly at Barbunry Castle Country Park, Wroughton, Swindon, Wilts

on the SEOOND Sunday of 2ach month

Will YOU be thers?
Local WHKF contacis are:

Nedl Harvey on: (01285) 740295
Arthur Dibbie on: ((16353) 865976
Dave Robinson on: (01793 24208

L anag '
Lynn & Brian Simpson on: (01793) B45346

COWPAT THLL
Journal of the White Harse Kite Flvers
'  Editorial Team: Diave & Iane Jones
15 Bucklebury Close, Stratton St Margarel, Swindon, SN3 414
: Tel: 01793 823493 B
Club Subscription: £6.00 (One year UK) -
(including posiage and kite flying insurance)

Wiifer avary care bs biken when cotapiliag this joomal the WHEKF cannnt #eepm responsibiline for any oo or
arnussans which mav necur.
Lhe views in this magazine wre oot necessanly the views of the Editur or WLIKE,



